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Letter from the Director
In many ways, 2023 was a banner year for VPIRG and our collective work to advance the public 
interest in our state.

We successfully advocated for the enactment of a policy that has the ability to transform how 
we heat our homes and businesses—making clean heat affordable and accessible for every 
Vermonter.

We ran a successful campaign to bring Ranked Choice Voting back to all elections in Vermont’s 
biggest city—demonstrating that we can make our democracy stronger and more responsive to 
voters at a time when the very foundation of our democracy is being threatened.

And we launched two of the most ambitious campaigns in VPIRG’s history in the course of one 
summer.

You’ll read about these achievements and others in this annual report. And I’m incredibly proud of everything VPIRG and our members 
were able to get done last year.

But when I reflect back on 2023, I will certainly remember one thing above all: last summer’s catastrophic flooding—which science tells 
us was absolutely made worse by a warming planet.

Montpelier, as you probably know, is home to the VPIRG offices. It is also the place my family and I call home. Thankfully, we were 
spared the worst—but so many in our community (and others across the state) suffered so much because of this disaster.

As I joined in the clean-up in the days after the flooding, it was hard not to be overwhelmed by the ruin—homes completely washed 
away, infrastructure destroyed, local businesses wondering if they’d be able to return, offices (including VPIRG’s own basement) 
completely under water. 

Yet, as they always do, Vermonters stepped up for one another. Neighbors helped neighbors. People chipped in what they could, and 
slowly Vermont came back. 

But the good will and selflessness of Vermonters—inspiring though it is—does not change the fact that these climate disasters come at 
an incredible cost, that they are likely to keep happening, and that those most responsible for them (the giant fossil fuel companies that 
have reaped record profits while doing all they can to stop meaningful climate action) have not been held accountable for their role in 
these disasters. Until now.

One of those aforementioned ambitious campaigns that VPIRG launched in 2023 was Make Big Oil Pay—our effort to make the largest 
fossil fuels companies—like ExxonMobil and Shell—pay for the damage that climate change has caused in our state.

And I’m happy to report that as of the writing of this letter, that effort has resulted in Vermont enacting a law requiring those 
companies to do just that—but that is a story for the 2024 Annual Report.

For now, please read how this campaign got its start and learn more about all the good work you helped make possible in 2023.

Onward,

Paul Burns

Contact
	 Phone	 802-223-5221 

	 Fax	 802-223-6855 

	 Email	 vpirg@vpirg.org

	 Vermont Public Interest  
	 Research Group 
	 141 Main Street, Suite 6 
	 Montpelier, VT 05602

	 Web	 www.vpirg.org 

	 Twitter	 @vpirg 

	 Facebook	 /vpirg 

	 Instagram	 @vpirg 

	 TikTok	 @vpirg
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About VPIRG and VPIREF
Founded in 1972, the Vermont Public Interest Research Group (VPIRG) 

is the largest nonprofit consumer and environmental advocacy 

organization in the state. As a 501(c)4 nonprofit advocacy group, 

VPIRG conducts non-partisan public interest advocacy, runs grassroots 

campaigns and seeks legislative and policy solutions to some of the 

most pressing issues facing Vermonters. Donations to VPIRG are not tax 

deductible.

VPIRG established the Vermont Public Interest Research and Education 

Fund (VPIREF) in 1975 as its 501(c)3 outreach and education arm 

in order to conduct independent research and public education on 

the range of issues on which we work. Donations to VPIREF are tax 

deductible.

For 50 years, we have brought the voice of Vermont citizens to public 

policy debates concerning the environment, health care, consumer 

protection and democracy. The common mission of VPIRG and VPIREF 

is to promote and protect the health of Vermont’s people, environment 

and locally based economy by informing and mobilizing individuals and 

communities across the state. VPIRG advocates and organizers use 

independent research, policy analysis, public outreach and grassroots 

mobilization to design and implement effective strategies for each of our 

campaigns.
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MAKE BIG OIL PAY:
THE RIGHT CAMPAIGN
BECOMES RIGHTEOUS
In June of 2023, dozens of VPIRG 

summer canvassers joined 
staff, organizational allies, and 

environmental leaders in Burlington 
to announce a new campaign aimed 
at holding the biggest oil companies 
accountable for the damage they’ve 
done to our climate and our state.

And while all those gathered believed 
in the need and urgency of such an 
effort, it’s fair to say nobody understood 
exactly how timely this campaign 
would become.

Gathered in front of a 22-foot long 
inflatable pig (representing the greed 
of the fossil fuel industry), VPIRG 
launched our Make Big Oil Pay 
campaign, calling for the creation of a 
Vermont Climate Superfund similar to 
the existing federal hazardous waste 
Superfund program.

The ultimate goal was straightforward: 
enact a law that would require the 
largest companies most responsible for 
the pollution harming our climate—in 
this case, the Big Oil companies like 
ExxonMobil and Chevron—to pay into 
the Superfund based on their historic 
emissions. 

Those funds could then be used to 
mitigate and protect Vermonters from 
some of the financial costs of climate 
change, including state and municipal 
infrastructure, weatherization and air 

conditioning of our public schools and 
buildings, health care costs associated 
with a warming climate, and future 
disaster clean-up.

At that campaign launch in June, 
VPIRG and our allies made the case 
that our changing climate would 
inevitably lead to, among other things, 
increased extreme weather events 
that would cause significant damage 
in Vermont at a great cost—a cost 
that, currently, is paid largely by flood 
victims and Vermont taxpayers.

In remarks that day, Executive Director 
of Vermont Conservation Voters and 
Montpelier City Councilor Lauren Hierl 
said, “As a city councilor, I’ve seen 
firsthand how Vermont communities 
are already experiencing the increasing 
costs of climate change—like when 
streets are flooded, more water 
mains break, and culverts need to be 
upgraded. Right now, local taxpayers 
are on the hook for these inevitable 
and rising costs—and guess who isn’t 
currently paying? The Big Oil and Gas 
companies that knew about climate 
change decades ago but did nothing 
to stop it as they racked up massive 
profits.”

Just weeks later, Montpelier, along 
with many other communities across 
the state, would experience historic 
flooding—worsened, no doubt, by our 
rapidly changing climate.

Continued on pg. 6
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“As a city councilor, I’ve seen firsthand 
how Vermont communities are already 

experiencing the increasing costs of 
climate change — like when streets are 
flooded, more water mains break, and 

culverts need to be upgraded. Right now, 
local taxpayers are on the hook for these 
inevitable and rising costs — and guess 

who isn’t currently paying? The Big Oil and 
Gas companies that knew about climate 
change decades ago but did nothing to 

stop it as they racked up massive profits.”

Lauren Hierl, Executive Director of 
Vermont Conservation Voters and 

Montpelier City Councilor
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VPIRG was impacted directly—suffering severe 
damage to our basement level office space in Montpelier, 
losing decades of paper records, organizing tools, and 
campaign materials. Further, our summer door-to-door 
canvass team (who were organizing on the Make Big 
Oil Pay campaign) had to adjust their outreach plans and 
were unable to visit some locations in the state. 

But all things considered, we were extremely lucky. 
Many Vermonters lost nearly everything—from farmers 
with flooded fields to businesses with inventory wiped 
out. Some lost the entire contents of their homes, not to 
mention the devastation to our roads, waterways, and 
other infrastructure. At least two people lost their lives 
in the floods as well. 

The flooding did, however, only serve to strengthen 
VPIRG’s commitment to the newly launched Make Big 
Oil Pay campaign, demonstrating the need and urgency 
for such an effort. As Vermonters looked at the utter 
devastation around the state—with the unfortunate 
knowledge that such disasters are likely to happen 
again—many were naturally asking, “who will pay to 
clean this up, and who will pay to build back in a more a 
resilient, sustainable manner?”

As our executive director Paul Burns would later 
observe, the Vermont floods took a campaign that was 
right and made it righteous.

Our canvass team saw this firsthand, going door-to-
door in every corner of the state. Ultimately more than 
12,000 Vermonters signed our petition in support of the 
campaign. 

Make Big Oil Pay
continued from pg. 4
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And our efforts were just beginning. 
As the calendar moved from summer 
to fall, VPIRG’s grassroots engagement 
team hit the road for the Make Big Oil 
Pay Community Action Tour. 

Organizers made stops in all 14 counties 
in Vermont, convening interested 
Vermonters and their local legislators 
for a series of interactive events that 
included a detailed presentation on how 
the Climate Superfund policy would 
work and opportunities for community 
members to provide input on the policy 
through two key questions:

What is climate change costing you?

What would you use a Vermont Climate 
Superfund for?

And while our organizing team 
built grassroots support for this idea 
throughout the summer and fall, our 
advocates put in hours and hours of 
work doing policy analysis and outreach 
to key legislative champions to ensure 
this bill would have serious support 
heading into the legislative session.

The end result—as we turned the page 
to 2024—was incredible momentum 
for arguably the most ambitious and 
consequential legislation VPIRG has 
ever advocated for in our 50+ year 
history.

 
Campaign update: As this annual 
report goes to print in 2024, we’re 
proud to report that the Climate 
Superfund Act was passed by 
the legislature, and the governor 
allowed the bill to become law 
without his signature. But the work 
is not done. Stay tuned for future 
publications and/or visit our website 
for the latest updates on this 
landmark campaign.
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VPIRG BRINGS TOGETHER COALITION TO

PROTECT OUR POLLINATORS

In August, more than 150 
Vermonters came together 
at the ECHO Leahy Center 
for Lake Champlain to hear 
about a critical issue: the 
preservation of Vermont's 
pollinators. 

Bees, birds, and other pollinators are dying off at an 
alarming rate, threatening not only biodiversity but 
our agricultural economy. 

The event marked the launch of a new coalition 
campaign: “Protect Our Pollinators VT.”

VPIRG helped convene this diverse group that 
includes farmers, scientists, nonprofit organizations, 
and businesses working to address threats to 
pollinators starting with an effort to phaseout the use 
of toxic neonic pesticides in Vermont and help farmers 
transition to sustainable alternatives so we can better 
protect pollinators and public health.
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Attendees at the August event heard from Samantha 
Alger of the UVM Bee Lab, who presented research 
about declining pollinator populations in our state and 
the threats they face, and Charlie Nardozzi, regional 
Emmy® award winning garden writer, speaker, 
radio, and television personality, and expert gardener, 
who shared many pollinator-friendly tips for home 
gardeners.

Twelve organizations tabled at the event including: 
Audubon Vermont, the UVM Vermont Bee Lab, 
Bee the Change, UVM Extension Master Gardeners, 
Vermont Center for Ecostudies, Xerces Society for 
Invertebrate Conservation, Northeast Pollinator Plants, 
Pollinator Pathways, Vermont Pesticide and Poison 
Action Network, GrowwildVT, and the Vermont 
Beekeeper’s Association.

The launch was a huge success—bringing those 150+ 
Vermonters into the fold via our Protect Our Pollinators 
petition and galvanizing the campaign.

VPIRG and our allies worked to build on that 
momentum throughout the rest of the year, holding 

additional events and tabling all across the state—at 
fairs, farmers markets and anywhere else we could 
think of—to engage more Vermonters in the campaign.

Ultimately we went into 2024 with more than 1,000 
Vermonters signed on to the campaign and tremendous 
momentum for our effort to phase out toxic neonics.

The effort received a major boost in the final days 
of 2023, when New York Gov. Kathy Hochul signed 
that state’s pollinator protection legislation into law – 
providing a model for Vermont to follow.

Campaign update: We were ultimately successful in 
passing our own Pollinator Protection Act in Vermont, 
phasing out neonics on the same timeline as our 
neighbors in New York. Gov. Phil Scott did veto 
the bill, but lawmakers voted to override the veto. 
Visit the VPIRG website for the latest updates on this 
campaign.
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Ranked Choice Voting is
Huge Success in Queen City
Two years after Burlington voted to adopt 
ranked choice voting (RCV) for city council 
elections, 64.4% of voters gave approval 
to Question 6, expanding the reform to 
include elections for mayor, schoolboard 
commissioner, and ward election officers.  

Town Meeting Day 2023 also marked 
the first-time voters across all Burlington 
wards had the opportunity to use ranked 
choice voting to elect their city councilors 
since the 2021 city charter change. 

Sam McGinty, VPIRG’s democracy advo-
cate, observed, “Burlington voters sent a 
crystal-clear message. They liked ranked 
choice voting and they want more of it. 
It’s no surprise that Burlingtonians prefer 
a method of voting that gives them more 
choices and stronger voices in elections.” 

VPIRG led the Yes on 6 effort in the city, 
reaching out to voters via the mail, on the 
phone and even door-to-door. We held a 
Yes on 6 rally with other RCV supporters 
in front of the Burlington Ben & Jerry’s 
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days before the election to build support for the 
charter change.

Representatives of VPIRG also educated 
Burlingtonians about using ranked choice voting, 
so they would be prepared to use it in their city 
council races—phone banking, sending mailers, 
and promoting video explainers on social media 
and CCTV. 

We also partnered with Ben and Jerry’s to run a 
mock RCV election with some of the ice-cream 
icon’s most famous flavors. The mock election 
provided voters a fun and informative opportuni-
ty to see RCV in action.   

At polling locations on Town Meeting Day, VPIRG 
conducted exit interviews to gauge voter under-
standing and interest. 

The interviews routinely 
found that voters had a lot of positive things to say about RCV, 

and that it was easy to use.   

“We spoke with many voters as they 
exited the polls,” said Sinead Murray, 
VPIRG’s democracy associate. “They 

found the idea of ranking candi-
dates to be simple and empow-

ering. It’s easy to see why 
voters want to expand ranked 
choice voting.” 

Burlington’s positive 2023 experience 
with RCV and its strong vote to 

expand the use of the voting 
method will provide important 
momentum in VPIRG’s campaign 
to bring RCV to more Vermont 
elections statewide starting with 

a policy that would put ranked 
choice voting in place for the 2028 

Vermont presidential primary.  
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2023 Year in Review

Fair Repair Legislation Introduced 
with Long List of Co-sponsors
VPIRG hailed the introduction of two bills, H.79 and H.81, 
that, if enacted would have established a right-to-repair 
in Vermont. Fair repair legislation, which VPIRG has 
long supported, requires the manufacturers of consumer 
products to make available—on fair and reasonable 
terms—the parts, tools, and information necessary to 
repair those products. H.79 applied to a wide range of 
consumer products, while H.81 dealt specifically with 
establishing a right-to-repair for agricultural and forestry 
equipment. Both bills were introduced with a long cross-
partisan list of co-sponsors, and H.81 gained traction in 
the 2023 session eventually passing out of the House on a 
137-2 vote.

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

MARCH

FEBRUARY
REI Announces PFAS 

Ban in All Textiles
On February 21st, leading outdoor retailer 
REI announced it would ban PFAS “forever 

chemicals” (per- and poly-fluoroalkyl 
substances) in all textile products and 

cookware from its suppliers. 

REI’s new policy commitment comes 
more than a year after the launch of the 

nationwide marketplace campaign led 
by the Mind the Store program of Toxic-

Free Future in partnership with Safer 
States, VPIRG, and other organizations. 

During the national campaign, thousands 
of people and organizations (including 

VPIRG activists) urged Seattle-based REI 
to ban PFAS in products it sells, via letters, 

petitions, rallies, and social media.

Ranked Choice Voting Wins on 
Town Meeting Day

Two years after Burlington voted to adopt ranked choice voting (RCV) for city 
council elections, 64.4% of voters favored expanding the reform to include 
elections for mayor, schoolboard commissioner, and ward election officers.  

Additionally, Town Meeting Day 2023 marked the first-time voters across 
all wards had the opportunity to use ranked choice voting to elect their city 
councilors since the 2021 city charter change. 

Read more about VPIRG’s efforts to pass the 2023 charter change as well as 
our work to educate and prepare voters to use RCV on page 10.
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APRIL

An annual tradition – the Vermont Youth Lobby, with support from Vermont’s 
environmental advocacy organizations including VPIRG, rallied at the State 
House calling on the Vermont legislature to enact bold, climate legislation in 
2023.

Hundreds of students from all over the state marched from Montpelier High 
School to the State House lawn to urge lawmakers to support a suite of 
climate policies up for consideration in 2023.

Young Vermonters Rally for the Planet

MAY
Legislature Overrides Veto, 
Enacts Affordable Heat Act
Following a two-year effort, the Vermont 
legislature overrode Gov. Scott’s veto of the 
Affordable Heat Act (S.5) in the closing days of 
the legislative session, passing for the first time a 
comprehensive policy to address one of the most 
polluting sectors in Vermont’s economy: how we 
heat our homes and other buildings.

The Affordable Heat Act requires Vermont’s Public 
Utility Commission (PUC) to design a program 
requiring companies that import fossil fuels used 
for residential, commercial, or industrial heating 
to offer Vermonters (particularly low- and middle-
income Vermonters) incentives and upfront 
assistance to switch to cleaner, cheaper heating 
options, sufficient to ensure climate pollution in 
Vermont’s thermal sector is reduced in line with 
the requirements of the Global Warming Solutions 
Act.

After Gov. Scott vetoed the bill, the Senate voted 
20-10 to override the governor’s veto, and the 
House followed suit by a vote of 107-42.

In many ways, this victory was the culmination of years of organizing by VPIRG and our allies—designed to 
convince legislators of the urgent need for serious climate policy.

Similar legislation passed in the previous biennium, was vetoed by the governor and an override attempt fell one 
vote short in the House. The strong override votes on this legislation in 2023 are a testament to the organizing 
work done to convince lawmakers that Vermonters expect bold climate action.

Now, the state PUC has until January 2025 to fully design the program as laid out in S.5 and provide additional 
details on its costs and benefits, before the legislature will have an opportunity to authorize the program’s 
implementation by passing an additional bill in 2025, allowing it to go into effect in 2026.
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2023 Year in Review

JUNE
VPIRG Launches ‘Make Big Oil Pay’ Campaign
Environmental leaders and dozens of VPIRG canvassers gathered to launch a 
new campaign to hold the largest corporate climate polluters accountable for 
the tremendous damage their product has caused in Vermont.

VPIRG led the effort – called “Make Big Oil Pay” – in a campaign kick-off event 
just outside City Hall in Burlington. The event featured dozens of VPIRG’s 
summer outreach staff, partnering organizations, and a 22-foot-long inflatable 
pink pig to represent the greed of the fossil fuel industry Read all about the 
Make Big Oil Pay campaign on page 4.

J
U
L
Y

In mid-July communities all across the state, including 
the capital city of Montpelier, experienced catastrophic 
flooding. 

VPIRG’s office in Montpelier saw flooding to the ceiling 
of our basement unit, wiping out paper records spanning 
the 50-year history of our organization, environmental 
reports, electronics, organizing tools, and thousands of 
dollars in merchandise. It took many days of sweat, tears, 
and the help of generous volunteers to dispose of years of 
waterlogged VPIRG history. Yet we were the lucky ones – 
in Montpelier, many residents and businesses suffered far 
worse, and in other parts of the state, many lost everything. 

The floods were no doubt worsened by climate change—and 
the devastation bolstered the imperative for serious action 
to confront the climate crisis and, importantly, to hold those 
most responsible for it (the fossil fuel giants) accountable.

Historic Floods Devastate Vermont

AUGUST
Protect Our Pollinators 

Campaign Goes Live
VPIRG joined with allied organizations 

at the ECHO Leahy Center for Lake 
Champlain to host an evening dedicated 

to ways Vermonters can help protect 
pollinators, with guest speakers Samantha 

Alger of the UVM Bee Lab, and Charlie 
Nardozzi of Vermont Public’s All Things 

Gardening. The event served as something 
of a launch for the Protect Our Pollinators 

campaign. Read more about this event and 
the campaign on page 8.
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SEPTEMBER
Green Jobs Summer Showcase Wraps
Throughout the summer, VPIRG’s Keep Vermont Cool campaign partnered 
with Renewable Energy Vermont for the Green Jobs Summer Showcase – a 
roadshow of events highlighting some of the most innovative renewable 
energy projects taking place across the state. Stops included: Lawson’s Finest 
Liquids, MHG Solar, Norwich Solar, Stowe Electric, Catamount Solar and 
Dynapower.

OCTOBER
Make Big Oil Pay 
Campaign Goes on Tour

Almost as soon as we wrapped the Green 
Jobs Summer Showcase, the VPIRG 
organizing team hit the road for another 
tour – this time to build support for and 
solicit community input on the Make Big 
Oil Pay campaign. Hundreds attended the 
Make Big Oil Pay Community Action Tour, 
which included stops in all 14 Vermont 
counties.

N
O
V
E
M
B
E
R

VPIRG 
Campaign
Store Launches
For years, VPIRG members 
would come to events or ask 
our door-to-door canvassers 
if/how they could get some 
of the VPIRG campaign 
gear that our team sports 
when we’re out organizing 
Vermonters. So we decided, 
in 2023, to make that gear 
available to the public 
by launching the VPIRG 
Campaign Store.

Now our members can show their love for VPIRG and our 
public interest campaigns while directly supporting that work.

Visit vpirg.store to see what we have available!

DECEMBER
VPIRG Organizes for Bottle Bill Veto Override
Earlier in the year, the legislature gave final approval to legislation that would 
modernize Vermont’s Bottle Bill by expanding the scope of the program 
to include beverages like water, wine, and sports drinks, opening up more 
redemption centers, and reducing the burden on small retailers.

The governor vetoed the bill, and because the veto came after lawmakers had 
adjourned, that meant a veto override attempt would need to wait until they 
returned in January 2024. For VPIRG, that meant serious grassroots organizing 
and advocacy throughout the Fall and right up to the new year.

We ultimately succeeded in getting an overwhelming override vote in 
the House, but fell just short of overriding the governor in the Senate. 
Nevertheless, this is the closest we’ve ever come to fully modernizing the 
Bottle Bill, and we plan to be back to build on this momentum.
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In 2023, thousands of Vermonters supported VPIRG with 
grassroots contributions. The big-money special interests don’t 
fund groups like ours, and we wouldn’t take their money if they 
did. VPIRG is a people-powered organization and proud of it. 

Your support allows VPIRG to continue to educate thousands of 
Vermonters every year about the critical issues we face and then 
mobilize them in support of solutions that advance the public 
interest. So, thank you. 

VPIRG and VPIREF combined income totaled $2,294,516 of which 
more than $1,642,527 came from individual member donations, 
48% of that coming from our monthly sustaining members. 
Combined expenses totaled $2,337,783. Program expenses and 
member services account for 70% of our expenses. 

52% Climate & Energy

EXPENSES
BY PROGRAM

1% Consumer Protection

14% Democracy

7% Zero Waste

%9 Environmental Health

17% General Programs
          & New Issues

EXPENSES

20% Management
10% Fundraising

70% Programs and Memberships

INCOME

34% Monthly Sustainers
27% Grants

38% One-time Member Donations

		  VPIRG		  VPIREF	 TOTAL

Income		  $1,510,513		  $784,003	 $2,294,516

Expenses		  $1,555,354		  $782,507	 $2,337,861

Powered by You:
Our 2023 Finances by the Numbers

2023 FINANCIALS
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BOARD MEMBER PROFILE

Megan Grove
In 2023, VPIRG welcomed a new, yet familiar face to our 
Board of Trustees: Megan Grove.

Megan lives in Waterbury and works as an associate attor-
ney at SRH Law in Burlington supporting the firm’s transac-
tional practice and working on projects related to non-profit 
governance, affordable housing, and green marketing.

But her connections to Vermont and VPIRG stretch back over 
a decade.

Megan moved to the Green Mountain State in 2011 to attend 
the University of Vermont. She enjoyed her time here but 
wasn’t sure if she’d ultimately stick around. That changed in 2013 when she took a job canvassing door-
to-door with VPIRG as part of our GMO-Labeling campaign.

“Through my travels and conversations, I was introduced to the vibrant and tight-knit communities that 
make Vermont special,” Megan says. “I continued to canvass on several other campaigns during my un-
dergraduate summers and knew that I wanted to make Vermont my home.”

After graduating, Megan joined VPIRG full-time as part of our fellowship program. Her advocacy work 
during her fellowship focused on voting rights and government ethics reform—including work on VPIRG’s 
successful push for automatic voter registration.

Her time with VPIRG fostered an existing interest in policy and law. After her fellowship, Megan earned 
a law degree from Vermont Law School. During her time there she interned for Judge Peter Hall of the 

United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, served as man-
aging editor of the Vermont Law Review, and worked with the Appellate 
Advocacy Project. Her independent research focused on medical moni-
toring for PFAS exposure, and she published a paper analyzing the cases 
stemming from PFAS contamination in Bennington, Vermont, and Hoosick 
Falls, New York.

Upon graduating from VLS, Megan clerked for two years for Chief Justice 
Reiber of the Vermont Supreme Court, before taking her current position 
with SRH Law.

Megan credits her time with VPIRG in helping to develop her leadership, 
advocacy, and communication skills—skills that have served her well in 
her career.

“VPIRG provides a unique opportunity for young people to gain meaning-
ful experience in the political system and make real change for Vermont,” 
Megan says. “It’s an honor and a thrill to be involved with this organiza-
tion again, as a member of the Board.”

2023 FINANCIALS
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INSTITUTIONAL GIVERS:

Alcyon Foundation
American Endowment 
Foundation
Applied Materials Foundation
Concept2 Fund
FairVote Action
Green New Fund
Harris and Frances Block 
Foundation
One Hive Foundation
Lintilhac Foundation
Montpelier Alive
Patagonia
Putney Road Redemption 
Center
Rockefeller Family Fund
Ruth H. Brown Foundation
State Alliance for Federal 
Reform of Chemical Policy
Serena Foundation
Sustainable Markets 
Foundation
The Salon Family Foundation
Unite America

INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS:

Maryanne Abad
John Abel
Samuel and Craig Abel-Palmer
Steven Ades and Wendy Libby
Mary and Bruce Albert
Barry Aleshnick and Martina 
Sczesny-Aleshnick
Deborah Allen
Kathy and Conrad Ambrette
Chris Anderson and Nancy 
Ward
Steve Anderson
Ross Andrews
Joel Ario
Per Arneberg
Katherine Arthaud
Ken Arthur
Peter and Michele Asch
Bryan Ash
Betsy Austin and Lawrence 
Damon
Isla Awen
Naomi and Jonathan Badger
Paul and Anne Bakemen
Bob Leidy and Faye Baker
David Baker
Susan Baldridge
Dan Rothenberger and Kerry 
Banks
Phillip Bannister and Basha 
Freudenberg
Corey Barnes
Betina Barrett-Gallant
Bethany Barry
Daniel Barry
Marianne and Bob Barton
Melita Bass
John and Shirley Bate
Ann Hazelrigg and Dennis 
Bates
Paul Bauers

Trudi Beaman-Martinez
Barbara Bedortha
Bettina Berg and Chris Harlow
Margaret Berlin
Julie and Paul Best
Richard Beun
Michael Beyna
Faith Bieler
Desiree Biesheuvel
Diana Bingham
Mark and Katherine Bishop
Paul Bishop
Linda and Thomas Blakely
Tiffany Bluemle and Elizabeth 
Shayne
Tom Bodett and Rita Ramirez
John and Celia Bohannon
B. Curtis and Jim Bond
Terry Bosworth
Judith Boucher
Leon Boudreau and Cheryl 
Malkin
Bruce and Sandra Bove
Courtney Bowen
David Skopin and Natalee 
Braun
Frances Braun
Jessica Bridge
Mary and Graham Bright
John Broscious
Shannon L. Broughton-Smith
Tamela and Brian Browning
Annie Brown-Voldman
Craig Brozefsky
Catherine Bryne and Marc 
Taylor
Sue Buckholtz
Robert Herendeen and Ann 
Burke
Paul Burns
Ann and Richard Bushey
Jean Butterfield
Richard and Gail Butz
Ames Byrd
Leslie Cadwell
Deborah Cafiero
Caroline Canning
Karol Cannon
Yola Carlough
Phillip and Audrey Carr
Anne Carroll
Erin Carroll and Richard 
Fitzhenry
Andrew Chalnick
Jennifer Chiodo
Betsy Chodorkoff
Brenda Christie
Kaitlin Christie
Tim Clain
Kathleen Clark
Kathryn and Robert Clark
Jock and Lorni Cochran
Cory and Rebecca Coffey
Sara Coffey and David Synder
Jito Coleman and Bonnie 
Atwater
Bridget Collier
Andy Comeau
Jay Cook

Anne Cooper
Karen and Timothy Cornish
Carolyn Cota
Dolores Cox and Norman 
Carpenter
Millard and Alexander Cox
William Craig and Kirsten Edey
Juliet Cuming and David Shaw
AnnMarie Curley
Karen Cvitkovich
Tina M. D'Amato
Anne Williams
Fred and Judi Danforth
Jill Davies and Nigel Hollis
Kristin and Matthew Dediana
Michael Delaney
William Delorenzi
Jonathan Clough and Kathleen 
Dempsey
Bob and Joyce Desautels
Karlene DeVine
Don and Marty Dewees
Maria & Bennet Dewees-Leon
Mary Dickerson
Sarah and Albert Dickerson
Catherine Dillon
Jessica Dion and Michael 
Austin
John and Melinda Donnelly
Eamonn Donovan
Marjorie Drexler
Richard and Lynn Dube
Nanette Dubin and Tony 
Masuck
Jennifer Duggan
Laura Duncan
Robert Duncan and Jean 
Markey-Duncan
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Dunham
Brandon Dunn
Lane Dunn
Luise Durr
Lindsay Durvin
Zon Eastes
Diana Eberhardt
Amy Ehrlich
Peter Ehrlich
Julie and Richard Elmore
Georgia Eltabbakh
Judith Enck
Sandra and David Enman
Martha Erickson and Mark 
Carbone
Pierre and Nicole Etienne
Lisa Evarts
Margaret Everitt
John Evers
Richard Faesy
Joshua and Andrea Farley
Rachi and John Farrow
Natalie Feilchenfeld and Ed 
Cibulsky
John and Katherine Feldmann
Chantal Ferland
Julie Filiberti
Kim Findlay
Anne Fines
Wendy and Dan Fisher
Alicia Fisk

Karen Flanagan
Vicki and Manuel Fletcher
Peter Weith and Karen 
Fondacaro
Patricia Fontaine
Dover Ford
David and Gisele Fortier
Karen Fortin
Susan and Michael Foster
Carol Fox
Tom and Donna Fox
Phillip Foy
Andrea Francalangia
Terence and Janet Francis
Thomas Frank
Victoria Fraser
Ben and Jennie Freeman
Anne French
Anne Frey
Milton and Carolyn Frye
Hilarie Gade and John Peters
Joe and Linda Gage
Stephanie Gallas
Lynn and Mark Gardner
Maureen Gardner
Patricia and Bill Gardner
Debra Gardner-Baasch and 
David Baasch
Helen Garvey
Beth Gazo
Judy Geer and Richard 
Dreissigacker
Nancy Braus and Richard 
Geidel
Anthony and Elizabeth 
Gemignani
Bonnie Gengras
Kristine and William Gerson
Elaine Geyer
Sarah Gibson
Roger and Sandra Gillim
Laura Goddard
Ann Goering and Sharon 
Hopper
Jefferson Goethals
Rebecca Gooch
William Gannon and Elizabeth 
Goodman
Thomas Grace
Sara Newmark and Drew 
Gradinger
Jennifer Graham
Jon E. Graham
Elizabeth Gray
Linda Gray
Rosanne Greco
Laura and John Green
Niama Green
Tom Greiner
Carole Grenier
Patricia Guilfoyle
Hobart Guion and Abigail 
Faulkner
Michael and Jennifer Haas
Mary Hadley and Steve Orzech
Judy and Clifford Hamel
John Hammerslough and Joyce 
White
John Hancock
Jim Hand

Marcy Harding and Daniel 
Martin
Judith Harlow
Meg Harris
Willa H. Harris
Lisa and Craig Harvey
John and Margaret Haskins
Stephany and Bruce Hasse
Raymond Hathaway
Emmy and Rick Hausman
Kim Hayden
Patrick Hayden
William Heigis and Tricia Dwyer
Marcy Hermansader
Eduardo Hernandez
Terrie Higley
Kory Hirak
Dave and Gwenyth Hobbs
Penny and Patrick Hogan
Tracy Holden
John and Joanne Holler
Gail Holmes
Nicholas and Sara Holquist
Peter and Mary Hood
Allison and Don Hooper
Anne and Ronald Houser
Anna Howell
Kathryn Howell
Stephen Hu
Elaine Huang
Edith Hubbell
Jesse Moore and Elizabeth 
Hunt
Stephanie Hurley and 
Christopher Kilian
Valerie Hurley
Jeff Hutchinson
John Hynes
Anthony Iarrapino and Joslyn 
Wilschek
Phyllis Iorlano
Larry Isenberg
Anne Jameson
Kathleen and Jason Jamieson
Christopher and Cill Janeway
Louise and Seth Jensen
Linda and Eric Johnson
Robert Johnson
Robert W. Johnson
Cristine Jones
Janet Kahn and Rose Gowdey
Peggy Kamens and James 
Mendell
Christina and Duke Kasprisin
Sue Kavanagh
Gary Keiser
Kim Kelley
Joanna and Robert Kelly
John Kelly and Sara Coburn
Richard and Sally Kerschner
Marc Kessler
Gurudharm and Catherine 
Khalsa
John and Jean Kiedaisch
Joseph Kiefer
Beth Kiendl
Kim and Bruce Kimball
Lorraine and Warren Kimble
Warren and Barry King

Supporters
Note: While we wish we could thank every single member in this annual report, it’s impossible to list the thousands of VPIRG 
supporters statewide. The generosity of those listed in this report deserves special recognition.
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Jennifer Boyer and Anthony 
Klein
Jerry Schneider and Karen 
Klotz
Karjala Koponen
Dominic and Dorothy Koval
Kim and Peter Kowanko
Karl Kravits
Dinah Pokempner and Robert 
Kushen
Bethany Ladimer
Jo Anne Lamore
Lincoln and Lionel Lande
Bryan and Kristen Landerman
Allison and Kevin Lane
Damon Lane
Sara Larkin
Debra Lavalley
Barbara and Joel Lazar
Dwayne and Beth LeClair
Alexandra Lehmann
Joan and Helmut Lenes
Greg Merhar and Debra 
Leonard
Gina Maria Leonetti
Ellen Lesser
Alison Lesure
John Levin and Sarah Osgood
Diana Levine
Elizabeth and Moss Linder
William Lintilhac
Benjamin and Anne Littenberg
Robin Lloyd
Todd Lockwood
Lu Ann Lovejoy
Merrily Lovell
Stephen and Margaret Lowe
Jack Lyons
Mark and Jill Lyons
Betsy Macisaac
Janet Macleod
Amy Macrellis
Ron Manganiello and Ellen 
Bernstein
Oliver Manice
Steven Mardin and Debra 
Mardin
Ellen and Jane Marsden
Charles Martin
Hilary Maslow
Amy and Brian Mason
Susan Fiske and Douglas 
Massey
Margaret Mathauer
Joanna May and Daniel 
Weinstein
James McBean and Susan 
Hessey
Stephanie and Mike McCarthy
Bruce McCarty
David McColgin
Jim McCracken and Peter 
Tannini
Kristen and Stewart McDermet
Louise and Sarah McDougal
Belle and Duncan McDougall
Gingu McDowell
Alida and Kevin McGuire
Lindra Moerdyk and Bruce 
McNallie
Denise McPeters
Chris and Patricia McVeigh
David Feurzeig and Annelies 
McVoy
Karen and Larry Medsker
Shani Mekler
Helen Merena

Thomas Mertz
David Merves
Jens and Heike Meyer
Robert Meyer
Rev. Jennifer Minok and Chris 
Larson
Agnes Mikijaniec
Cathy Miller
Chris Miller
Heather Miller
Ron Miller and Jacqueline 
Fischer
Elise and John Minadeo
Lisa and Andrew Mitchell
Biff Mithoefer
Anne Montgomery
Jen Montgomery
David Mooney and Marybeth 
May
Alan Moore
Howard Hall and Paula Moore
James and Mia Moore
Brian Morgan
Greg Morgan and Toni 
Germain-Morgan
Teresa Morrison
Cinda Morse
Barbara and G. Mudge
Patricia Mueller
John and Alaina Murphy
Larry and Kathleen Murphy
Ryan Murphy
Amy and Declan Murray
Susan Murray and Dennis 
Grage
Ann and Terry Naumann
Nancy Newbury-Andresen
Judy Newman
Elizabeth Nickerson
Ellen Nolan
John and Ann Nordmeyer
Lisa Nostraud
Carol and Gerald Noyes
Vickie and David Obomsawin
Sarah O'Brien
Carol O'Connor
Brian Ogilby
Mary Jane And Paul Ohlson
Kathy Olwell and Wolfgang 
Weise
Alec Orenstein
Ashley Orgain
Lee and Clark Orsky
Shay and Mikaela Osler
Susan and James Overfield
Susan Ownings
Christine Paeglow
Alison Parker
Joan and John Parker
Suzanne Parker
Joe Patalano
Avram Patt
Alan and Pam Patunoff
Elizabeth Peabody
Matthew Peake
David Pearson and Susan Beale
Anthony and Patricia Pelton
Marianne and Andrew Perchlik
Kinny Perot
Diane Perrin
Timothy Perrin
Alan Perry
Nathan Perry and Zoe Fowler
Elizabeth Peters
Duane and Laura Peterson
Claudia and Mark Pfaff

Mary Louise Pierson
Anthony and Sue Pietricola
Jane Pincus
Ed and Pamela Piper
Joseph Piscotty and Carol 
Maulhardt
Penny and Maurice Plouffe
Patricia Polk
Lesley Pollitt
Debbie Pond-Reis
Brian and Lindsay Post
Melissa Post
Jo-Ann Potter
Tom Powell and Wendy Bratt
Andrew and Amy Powers
Barbara Powers and James 
Pelfrey
Judy Pransky
Bob and Ellen Primeau
Marcia Provoncha and Richard 
Sprague
Douglas Pruitt
Anders Pytte
Erin and Pamela Quinn
Valerie Racine and Mark 
McGee
Bill Racolin and Alison Williams
Tom and Sally Ragland
Megan Randall
Dave Rapaport and Jeanne 
Kirby
Stacy and Jory Raphael
Hillary Read
Greg Renallo and Kat Snead
Piper and Alan Rexford
Lynn Reynolds
Jon and Pam Rickard
Christina Caniyo and Starrin 
Ricupero
Dan and Shirley Ridgeway
Deborah Rigby
Steve Risberg and Annie Fetter
Susan Ritz and Ethan Atkin
Kelly and Matt Rizzo
Kathleen Robbins
Deborah Roberts
Diane Dwyer
Jean Roberts
Thomas Roberts
Bradley and Linda Robinson
Charlotte and Steve Robinson
Kate and Andy Robinson
Andrew Robison and Jane 
Headrick
Martha Rockwell
Andrea Rogers
Mary Rogers
Susan Roman
Angella Gibbons and Dennis 
Ross
Richard Roy
Mathew Rubin
Gilbert Ruff and Susan 
Bonthron
Jeffery and Donna Rusik
Sue Ryan
Eva Sachsse
Heather Salon and Adam 
Weinstein
Jack and Elizabeth Sammons
Lynn Sanborn and Robert Rico
Michael Sateia
Sarah Saul
Joseph Scaro and Janet Shepler
Andrew Schlatter and Krista 
Coombs
Katherine Schneider

Bellcate School
Katherine and Bill Schubart
Jan Schultz
Megan Schultz
Michael and Mary Scollins
Rebecca and Lauren Scott
Russ and Roxanne Scully
Leigh Seddon and Ann Aspell
Catherine Sells
Sonya Shedd
Del Sheldon
Katharine Shepherd
Maria Short
Dane and Joan Shortsleeve
John Shullenberger
Diane and Donald Siegriest
Alison Signorino and Daemmon 
Hughes
Shannon Simard
Joseph Slakas
Christian and Dannielle Smialek
Marijke and Mark Smith
Meghan and Jacob Smith
Michael Smith
Trudy Smith
Victoria Smith
Lausinda Poirier-Solomon and 
Richard Solomon
Nick Spadarrini
Stephanie Spencer
Heather and Jason Sperling
Salvatore Spinosa
Lydia Spitzer and Dottie Deans
Elizabeth Squier
Paulette Staats and Paul 
Shriver
Christopher and Christine Staffa
Pam Steeg and Bruce Jamieson
Elizabeth Steele
Tim Steele
William and Jane Stetson
Janet and Evan Stewart
Ruth Stewart
Susan Stillinger
Ian Stokes
Larry and Lesley Straus
Robert Summers
Sarah and Philip Sutherland
Sam Swanson
Michael Tanneberger
Randy Taplin
Holly Taylor and Alison Bechdel
Mark Taylor and Kristin Root
Stephanie Teleen and Timothy 
Kemerer
Dana Lawrence and Nancy 
Thomas
David Thomas and Catherine 
Porter
Mary Thome
Jean Thompson
Margaret Thompson and 
Ronald Thompson
Peter Thoms and Abigail 
Colihan
Karl Thomsen
Janet Thygesen
Grace Timberlake
Susan and Bob Titterton
Suzanne and Tim Tokarsky
Karen Towle and Larry Abell
Ian Brown and Sheila Trask
John and Tracy Treadwell
Robert Tudek and Jennifer Allen
Preston and Christine Turner
Lee and Frank Twarog
Hillary Twining

Barth and Betty Vander Els
Robert Fink and Sarah Verney
Stephanie Victoria
Jake Visi
Kathleen Voigt Walsh and 
David Walsh
Pat and Peter Waite
Kim Walker and David Sandler
Janet Wallstein and Jane 
Dewey
Pam and Brian Struhammer
Paul and Michelle Wangenheim
Garvin Warner
Matthew Warsaw
Jenny Warshow
Lee Wasserman and Melissa 
Dubroff
Ann Waterfall and Peter 
Kaufman
Jim and Milde Waterfall
Barbara Waters
Peter and Claire Watt
Laurie Webb
Benjamin Wein
Steven Smith and Edward 
Weissman
Andrea Wendell and Les 
Strauss
Consie H. West
Rachel Westbrook
Frederick and Karen Weston
Katherine Weston and Stuart 
Tsubota
David White
Susan Whitney
Richard Whittlesey
Judy Wiger-Grohs
Cassandra Wilday
Debra and Jon Wilkinson
Ann Williams
Jennifer and Stanton Williams
Norman Williams
Patricia and George Williams
Priscilla Wilson
T. Hunter Wilson
Jason and Dena Wimette
Nat and Martha Winthrop
Judith Witters
Martin H. Wolf
Dori and Jeff Wolfe
Alexander Wolff
Kevin and Heidi Wood
Michelle and Matthew Wright
Anne Wulffraat
Charles and Cynthia Yerrick
Darlene Young and Ned 
Andrews
J. Peter Young
Sandra Young
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VPIRG 
Board of Trustees 
Officers

Chris Miller, President, South 
Burlington: Global Social Mission 
Director, Ben & Jerry’s 

Drew Hudson, Vice-President, 
Rochester: Digital Director, Climate 
Hawks Vote and Founding Partner at 
We Also Herd Cats LLC

Megan Grove, Secretary, 
Waterbury: Associate Attorney, SRH 
Law

Marianne Barton, Treasurer, 
Moretown: Co-founder, Catalyst 
Clean Energy Finance LLC

Trustees 

Aiko Schaefer, Davis, California: 
Director, Just Solutions Collective & 
Strategic Consultant

Ashley Orgain, Burlington: Global 
Director Advocacy & Sustainability, 
Seventh Generation  

Biff Mithoefer, Dorset: Author and 
Yoga Teacher 

Diana González, Winooski: Director 
of Training, National Center for 
Learning and Leadership at the 
Vermont Network

Duane Peterson, Essex Junction: 
Retired, Former Co-Director, 
SunCommon 

Emma Huvos, Essex Junction: 
Labor Doula & Massage Therapist, 
Vermont Doula Company

Kanika Gandhi, South Burlington: 
Clinician, Howard Center

Mathew Rubin, Montpelier: 
President, Spruce Mt. Design 

Mia Moore, Montpelier: Self-
employed, Mia Moore Consulting

Quinn Houston, Burlington: 
Student, University of Vermont

Tiko Bedrosian, Burlington: 
Student, University of Vermont

VPIREF 
Board of Trustees 
Officers

Kati Gallagher, President, 
Waterbury: Sustainable Communities 
Program Director, VNRC 

Falko Schilling, Secretary, 
Montpelier: Advocacy Director, 
ACLU of Vermont

Marianne Barton, Treasurer, 
Moretown: Co-founder, Catalyst 
Clean Energy Finance LLC 

Trustees 

Bob Barton, Moretown: Co-founder, 
Catalyst Clean Energy Finance LLC 

Crea Lintilhac, Shelburne: Director, 
Lintilhac Foundation 

Jon Erickson, Vergennes: Professor, 
University of Vermont 

Vermont Public Interest

Research Group

141 Main Street, Suite 6

Montpelier, VT 05602

Staff

Paul Burns 
Executive Director

Liz Edsell 
Associate Director

Anna Seuberling 
Environmental 
Asscociate 

Becca Mandigo  
Finance & 
Administration Director

Ben Hudson 
Development Director 

Ben Edgerly Walsh 
Climate & Energy 
Program Director

Danielle Stone 
Communications 
Associate

Elijah Kushen 
Communications 
Manager 

Jane Stromberg 
Grassroots 
Engagement Manager

Jordan Heiden 
Climate Campaign 
Manager

Joshua Ferguson 
Climate & Energy 
Associate

Lillian Spalla  
Executive Assistant & 
Development Associate

Marcie Gallagher 
Environmental 
Advocate

Melissa Harwood 
Membership & Events 
Manager

Sam McGinty 
Democracy Advocate

Sinéad Murray 
Democracy Associate 

Tom Hughes  
Senior Strategist 

Zach Tomanelli 
Communications & 
Engagement Director 


