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dystopias | Ken Demingware sorts cans at M&M Beverage in Montpelier, a bottle  bill that would double the fees redemption centers receive for handling

and can redemption center. Demingware is among the supporters of a  returnables.

Free Job Service workshop ‘ v

e Vermons Job Servie wil sparso a warksnop Dec. 7 v | | LOMsummers to bear burden ,
the 10th from 1:00 0 p.m —

The COMPASS workshop focuses on vocational assessment. Par- ° . *
ticipants will discover what occupations they are likely to do well in
seeatemineis ey || Bill would aid redemption centers
education costs, needed skills, and job opportunities in the area S

This is a free workshop. For more information and to reserve a By DAVID GRAM _____ Benerated by people returning s no sales tax or bottle law. Mulhern, VPIRG's associate
slot, call Peg Murphy, 442-6376 bottles, and added if that part of ‘I was over there last month | director. She said wine coolers
— the business contin to lose for a little comparison shopping, have grown from nearly nonex-
R — Consumers him money, he may get out of it. and half the license plates I saw istent when the bottle bill passed

Axcoeiated T

MONTPELI

L('agut.’ 5 I(’glhlat] Ve preview will have to pay more for a six- Moreau acknowledged that he in West Lebanon were from | 15 years ago to a booming mar-
The League of Women Voters will hold its annual legislative pre pack if the Legislature approves  is “a successful businessman Vermont,” Ennis said. "My | ket today. “It's an increasingly
view at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 29, in Vermont District Court 1 to double the fee Ver- with a growing enterprise, but  friends in New Hampshire have arge loophole.”
Each legislator will have five minutes to outline individual concerns s bottle redemption centers  said “it's just good business a joke that when Vermont adds a 1 (SO, T
followed by & question and answer period receive for handling returnables. sense to get rid of the part of the  new tax New Hampshire builds a  lobbyist for the Vermont Soft
The proposal to increase the  business that's losing you new mall, but it's not funny.” Drink Association, urged that the
S . . . | handling fee from 2 cents to 4  money." Ennis said additional state state begin to look at stream-
AIDS information session cents per container pits re Lobbyists for the soft drink and ~ demands in the recycling field  lining its bottle return system
ption center awners, who say  beer industries expressed bitter should not be made without Wilson said traditionally, bol-

SHAFTSBURY — A local doctor and a state Department of P
e A L A% DRt of P i pport for the pri-  tles and cans have been sorted

y are losing money with the  opposition Wednesday to raising  strong state

Health official will speak on the subject of Acquired Immune De- 5 itozion 0
ficiency Syndrome (AIDS) at a public meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 8, al lower fee, against beer and :..ull the handling fees. vate sector. “This is just placing by individual brand names and
7:30 p.m. in the Learning Center of Shaftsbury Elementary Schoal drink representatives, who say A horrendous idea more of a burden on the retailer  sent back from redemption cen-
The meeting is sponsored by the Shaftsbury PTA and is free and mﬂf muln to keep consurners .Mlve Ennis of the \Emn\\[ and l‘Oﬂ.\uﬂ';tf Utopia unum be  ters to wholesalers for recycling,
open to the public. Dr. James Carroll and Public Health official Chris c'u\:\ down ; f 'ﬂ'tr!nlcsale Beverage Asau.:mlmn everything being recycled B‘{l a process he termed inefficient
Evelti will offer a lecture and question and answer period. For more The proposed increase is one of  called “Lhc proposal ‘‘hor- she said it would work only if  and labor-intensive
information, call Michelle Venuti at $47-1408 several changes being discussed  rendous.” She and other oppo- “the state gol into it whole- Bar codes
in how Vermont handles its re-  nenls said approximately §5 mil- heartedly and did a good job." He said new machinery is be-
4 = cyclable containers. Other pro- lion & year would be added to the Ennis had similar objections to  coming available that would first
b ,hOUl bazuar on baturda\' posals under discussion would  money paid by soft drink and 4 proposal o expand the current identify the product by reading
] < N expand the bottle bill to cover beer wholesalers to the re- law calling for a 5 cent bottle the bar code on the side of the
The Bennington Elementary PTA will hold its annual Christmas wine coolers, small juice and  demption centers, a cost that deposit — which applies to beer  bottle or can and then crush it
Bazaar on Saturday in the school gym r””:” 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. There other containers. would be passed on to con- and seft-drink containers — to  for easier shipping and handling
will be independent craft vendors, baked goods, a Chinese auction, A penny loss sumers, include wine cooler, and possibly Wilson said this would enable
mead toys and games raffles and even a visit by Santa Claus himself We're operating at a penny Moreau did not dispute the §5  juice, wine, liquor and other bot-  the state to expand its recycling
é""' jb‘“""' will ber e Bennington Elementary Playground loss every time we sort a bottle,”  million figure, but said it would tles programs vastly. “You're using
Hx said Gilles Moreau, general help to reimburse the losses he [ A spokeswoman for the Ver-| white glass whether its in a
manager and part owner of and other redemption center |mont Public Interest Research| Hellmann's mayonaise jar or a
- a’ -aanntarioc & =2l M&M Beverage and Redemption  owners have taken by handling |Group, a long-time backer of | Miller beer bottle."
bﬂnt-l § secretaries w l” write Centers in Montpelier, Barre and  bottles in recent years bottle bill legislation, said the He said the state should look
POWNAL — It's the time of year when children of all ages write Randolph Ennis said the increase would |group strongly supports expar toward “recycling things by ma-
letters to Santa Claus listing their dearest wishes for Christmas Moreau, a spokesman for a  hurt consumers and would put |ing the bill terial and not by what was in the
presents network of 26 redemption centers Connecticut River valley stores ‘We think that particular] bottle or can) and not the dis-
Several hundred of those letters will be answered by S s help- the state, said his stores  at a disadvantage against those idea ose | tributor that distributed the
ers Sharon and Tammy Greene of Barbers Pond Road. The mother could operate without the traffic in New Hampshire, where there g overdue,” said Joan | stuff."
and daughter team is on the job again for the third year, serving as L - = =

Santa’s s
Claus, Por

es and answering all letters addressed
| Post Office, Pownal, Vt.. 05261
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Attempt to Alter Bottle Bill

‘Draws Opposing Viewpoints

By DAVID GRAM

MONTPELIER (AP) — Con-
sumers will have to pay more for
a six-pack if the Legislature ap-

roves a plan to double the fee

ermont's bottle redemption
centers receive for handling
returnables.

The proposal to increase the
handling fee from 2 cents to 4
cents per container pits redemp-
tion center owners, who say they
are losing money with the lower
fee, against beer and soft drink
representatives, who say they
want to keep consumers’ costs

own,

The proposed increase is one
of several changes being
discussed in how Vermont
handles its recyclable con-
tainers. Other proposals under
discussion would expand the
bottle bill to cover wine coolers,
small juice and other containers.

*‘We're operating at a penn
loss every time we sort a bottle,”
said Gilles Moreau, general
manager and part owner of

Centers in arre

mlﬁﬂt out of it,
oreau acknowledged that he
is_"‘a successful businessman'
with a
said “it's just

id “i t

growing anurpx;ue,l but i

that when Vermont adds a new

tax New Hampshire builds a new

mall, but it's not funny."

Ennis said additional l'tlu
il ling fi

00!
sense to get rid ofthe part of the
huameng that's losing you

monayh.'
Lobbyists for the soft drink
and beer industries expressed
bitter nglpn-itiuu Wednesday to
raising the handling fees.

Alice Ennis of the Vermont
Wholesale B A iati

in the y
should not be made without
strong state support' for the
private sector. '‘This is just
placing more of a burden on the
retailer and consumer. Utopia
would be everything hams
recycled.” But she said it wouls
wgrlr gnly if;:the state got into it

B
called the proposal ‘‘horren-
dous." She and other opponents
said approximately 85 million a
year would be added to the
money paid by soft drink and
beer wholesalers to the redemp-
tion centers, a cost that would
passed on to consumers,

Moreau did not dispute the §5
million figure, but said it would
help to reimburse the losses he
and other redemption cente
owners have taken by handling
bottles in recent years.

Ennis said the increase would
}l‘urt consumers and would

M& BuvenF.e and l‘l_edumglicn

and Randolph.

Moreau, a spokesman for a
network of 26 redemption
centers around the state, said his
stores could operate withont the
traffic generated b dpw le
returning bottles, and added if
that part of the business con-
tinues to lose him money, he

'« River valley store:
at a disadvantage against those
in New Hampshire, where there
i8 no sales tax or bottle law.

for a little comparison shopping,
and half the license plates

in West Lebanon were from Ver.
mont," Ennis said. ‘‘My friends
in New Hampshire have a joke

and did a good
job""

Ennis had. similar objections

to include
possibly jul

, wine, liquor and
other bottle:

A spokesman for the Vermont
Public Interest Research quﬁl

a longtime backer of bottle bi
legislation, said the

“We think that particularly
for wine coolers, it's an idea

whose_time is long overdue,”

said Joan Mulhern, VPIRG's
associate director, She said wine

coolers have grown from nearl
nonexistent when the bottle bil

passed 15 years ago to a booming
“It's an increas-
hole."

market today,
ingly large loo)

roup
ln,t_{lmugly supports expanding the
il
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® Continued from PAGE 1

Lobbyists for the soft drink and
beer industries expressed bitter op-
position Wednesday to raising the
handling fees.

Alice Ennis of the Vermont
Wholesale Beverage Association
called the proposal “horrendous.”
She and other opponents said
approximately $5 million a year
would be added to the money paid by
soft drink and beer wholesalers to
the redemption centers, a cost that
would be passed on to consumers.

Moreau did not dispute the $5 mil-
lion figure, but said it would help to
reimburse the losses he and other
redemption center owners have
taken by handling bottles in recent
years.

Ennis said tr ase would hurt
consumers and wo onnecti-
cut River ) disad-
vantage 1 New
Hampshi there ales

tax or bottle

the I
Lebanon we
Ennis said
Hampshire |
Vermont adds
Hampshir
it's not funny
Ennis said additional
mands in the recycl
not be
support for the private sector. ““This
is just placing more of a burden on
the retailer and cons Utopia

made Wwill

8

would be everything being re-
cycled.” But she said it would work
only if “the state got into it whole-
heartedly and did a good job.”

Ennis had similar objections to a
proposal to expand the current law
calling for a 5 cent bottle deposit —
which applies to beer and soft-drink
containers — to include wine cooler,
and possibly juice, wine, liquor and
other bottles.

Public Interest Research Group, a
long-time backer of bottle bill legis-
lation, said the group strongly sup-
ports expanding the bill

“We think that particularly for
wine coolers, it’s an idea whose time
is long overdue,” said Joan Mulhern,
VPIRG’s associate director. She
said wine coolers have grown from

nearly nonexistent when the bottle
bill passed 15 years ago to a booming
market today. “It's an increasingly

large loophole.”

David Wilson, a lawyer and lobb-
yist for the Vermont Soft Drink As-
sociation, urged that the state begin
to look at streamlining its bottle re-
turn system.

Yankee’s neigl

emergency equ

By CHRISTOPHER ROWLAND

Windham County towns near the
Vermont Yankee nuclear power
plant in Vernon would have a better
chance of gaining cash from a spe-

';ial emergency eqtﬂpment ﬁmd un-

I
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Lobbyists fight expansion of bottle law

BOTTLES from page |

Vermont Natural Resources
Council, who was one of the
lobbyists Tuesday in the crowded
Senate Natural Resources
Cocl)nmiuee room,
pponents argue that expand-
ing the bottle bi?l would crgm a
monumental headache for the
store owners, beverage distribu-
tors and soft drink manufactur-
ers. And they nF it would drive
up the costs of beverages for
ermont consumers and would
drive many across the state line
into New Hampshire, the only
state in New England without a
redemption law.
They also question just what
would be covered under such an
expansion. It might include fruit

juices such as that sold by
Snapple but not orange juice in-
tended for the breakfast table.

“‘Today we have a bright line:
carbonated and malt beverages,’
said Jim Harrison, executive di-
rector of the Vermont Grocers
Association. ‘It (the sample) is
not simple like beer and soda."

Under current law, all beer
and soda containers carry a
nickel deposit and liquor bottles
have a 15-cent deposit.

But lawmakers did not anti-
cipate when they made Vermont
just the second state in the na-
tion with a bottle redemption
law a quarter century ago the
growth in what's referred to now
as “‘new age beverages."

Those fruit juices, flavored
iced teas, sports drinks and bot-

tled waters have gobbled up a
large part of the soda market,
but there is much less incentive
for consumers to le them
because there is no deposit on
their containers.

The Vermont Public Interest
Research Group told the Senate
committee that as much as 97
percent of beer bottles and cans
are returned and between 80
percent and 90 percent of soda
containers are.

“There is no recycling pro-
gram in Vermont that comes
anywhere close to that,” said
Jenny Carter, a VPIRG lobbyist.
“The bottle bill is Vermont's
single most successful recyclin
program. We're looking to buil
on that by expanding it to what’s
known as new-age drinks.”

January 22, 1997 - Brattleboro Reformer
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VERMONT
Environmentalists push for expansion of bottle redemption law

W A 1997 0O

By ROSS SNEYD to soda bottles in every respect -, beverages.” 1 believe very strongly that
The it Pre except for their contests. Jeffords wants to make law national | “uee frus juices, flvored jcoa ©xpansion of this bil is bad meds-
MONTPELIER - Gilles So environmental groups and MONTPELIER (AP) ~ While Vermont lawmakers debate ex- teas, sports drinks and bottled cine,” said Mitiguy, whose com-
Moreau sat in a Senate hearing others dedicated to promoting re- | panding the stale’s bottle redemption law, U.S. Sen. James Jef. | walers have gobbled up a large distributes boverages and 2
room on Tuesday with a selection cycling are working hard o ex: fords is trying to take the original concept national. part of the soda market, but there Yariely of other grocery products.
of soft drinks arrayed before him.  pand the redemption law 1o a wide The Vermont Republican plans to introduce a bill on Thursday | is much less in for con- whose comp
He picked up two bottles of Ari- variety of beverage containers. | that would require all beer, waler and soft drink containers sold | sumers fo recycle them because !ribules only beverages, said be
zona brand iced tea that, to the And that's already generating a across the country Lo carry a 10-cent deposit. there is no-deposit on their con. Delieved be would be put out of
oo » appeared lo be  fierce lobbying campaign because | Jetfords" bill would exempt states that are recycling 70 percent | lainers. Jiuwas. Ha pradineg. IS o
identical. They'sy not and thal's ~both opponents and supporters be- | or more of the beverage containers sold in their siates The Vermont Public Interest Would buy beverages in New
why, he said, needs to lieve that the new makeup of the Jofferds was & member of siate when Vermont | Research Group loid the Senate Hampshire and then return the
w-ih:mtm Legislature could make such a bill | become the second siaie in the country 1o enact a boltle redempt commitiee that as much as g7 eMPplies lo Vermont for redemp-
o more likely than in any of the past | Jow nearly 25 years ago. Vermont still is one of only 10 states with | percent of beer bottles and cans 'ion of the deposil, something
ﬁ!dlhmhuhm 10 year in which one has been sachalaw. are returned and between 80 per- kh0Wn as over-redemption.
tained a flavored iced lea and the  introduced. Jeflords has such legislation in Congr 1 cent and 90 percent of soda con- _ We would not survive if we
other a carbonated version of  “I think the composition of both times in the past and it has not gone anywhere. His spokesman taimers are. bave an overredemption,” be
roughly the same drink. Thal houses is more conducive this year | declined on Tuesday to speculate on the bill's chances this year. “There is no recycling program 3. A Snapple distribulor in
means one — the version with to passage of I in Vermont that comes anywhere Maine, the only state that requires
carbonation - carried a mickel lation,” said Steve Holmes, deputy close 1o that,” said Jenny Carter, deposils on anything other than
deposit and the other one either director of the Vermont Natural across the stale line into New rector of the Vermont Grocers a VPIRG lobbyist. “The boltle bill beer and soda, has had 31 percent
could be or lossed in the  Resources Council, who was one of Hampshire, the only state in New  Association. “It (the sample) is is Vermont's single most success. More containers returned for re-
*:'V"hi'-ﬂlﬂu- the lobbyists Tuesday in the England without a redemption not simple like beer and soda. ful recycling program. We're fundthan he sold in the beginning.
It does not make any sense for crowded Senate Natural Re- law, Under current law, all beer and looking to build on that by ex- Il's unclear who will win this
these two bottles,” Moreau said, sources ittee room. They also question just what soda containers a nickel panding it to what's known as new-  argument, bul the lobbyists are
picking them up and peering at argue that expanding  would be covered under such an deposit and liquor bottles have a age drinks.” working hard. But so is Sen.
them, “for one fo be recycled and the bottle bill woukl creale a expansion. It might include fruit 15-<cent deposit. But people like David Anderson, Elizabeth Ready, D-Addison,
the other thrown out.” monumental headache for the juices such as that sold by Snapple ~ Bul lawmakers did not antici- owner of Specialty Beverage Corp. chairwoman of the Natural Re-
” Under Vermont's existing bottle  store beverage distribu-  bul not orange juice inlended for pate when they made Vermont in Brattleboro, and John Mitiguy, sources Committee. “I think that
redemption law, however, that’s  tors and soft drink manufacturers. the breakfast table. just the second stale in the nation owner of Dowlings Inc. in Milton, Vermonters clearly said over and
just what happens with the Ari- And they say it would drive upthe  ‘“Today we have a bright line: with a boltle redemption law a think the proposal presents too Over again that they want the bot-
zona iced teas and a host of other costs of beverages for Vermont carbonated and malt beverages,” quarter century ago the growth in many problems for it ever to e bill expanded and there's rea-

consumers and would drive many sonable ways to do it,” she said.
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Bottle

(Continued from Page D1)

deposit will motivate people to pick up after
themselves. 7

“I am one of those who really question
whether raising the amount you get back ...
is really going to help. I think there's a cer-
tain amount of people in our society who
. don’t give a darn about our environment and
what it looks like. They’re going to toss the
bottles and cans, or whatever, regardless
what the t back on it. It may help b
extend.irz ilgten wine and water. [ tzmk oﬂn{
because an increasing number of people
are drinking (bottled) water.”

Legislation proposing to include more
beverage types and increase the deposit has
been introduced in other years, but has
never gotten anywhere.

Rep. David Allaire, R-Rutland, said the bill
is pretty much dead for this year, but he co-
sponsored the bill last year to encourage
cleaning up roadsides.

Those who pick up roadside litter, how-
ever, say creative legislation would help
curb the problem. Five cents is just not
enough incentive, said Steve Ray, Green
Up Day coordinator for Morristown.

y ‘said his wife got an early jump on
clean-up this year, and half the material she
has collected is returnable bottles. He said
that follows the trends he’s seen.

“Probably in terms of the numbers of
items, they’re probably the number one
item you find on the roadside. In terms of
the volume, I couldn’t really s:ly." Ray said
he supports increasing the bottle deposit to
as much as 25 cents to match inflation.

He's just about right. The Consumer Price
Index shows that 5 cents in 1972, the year
the bottle bill was introduced, has the same
buyi wer that 22 cents has in 2004.

g::l‘ ‘ermonters actually pay more than 5
cents to keep the bottle deposit system work-

ing.

EVhen consumers buy beer or soda in
Vermont, they pay 5 cents per bottle on top
of the price of the product. But included in
the price of the product s a sort of an invis-
ible handling fee - 3 cents per bottle that the
distributor gives back redemption centers for
handling the returns. That, in part, makes
beer and soda more expensive in Vermont
than in New Hampshire, which is why
Beverage King owner Joe Sessock is leery
about increasing the bottle deposit.

“I's good the way it is,” said Sessock,
who runs one of the largest redemption cen-

Photo by Sandy Macys

A couple of bottles lie along Route 2 in Montpelier.

_The Sunday Tisnes Argus

Sunday, April 25, 2004

Sanders proposes

. honoring Lyon

with postage stamp

The Associated Press

“Matthew Lyon was one of

BURLINGTON — Rep. the great heroes of the early da
Bernie Sanders wants a new of America,” said Sanders, the

a ‘ermont
congressman
best known for
going to jail.
Matthew
Lyon did not
serve time for
corruption or

“Matthew Lyon was
one of the great
heroes of the early

posta&eshmp created to honor Vermont independent. “He

layed a key
lr:’clf:yin our his-
tory at a
moment when
there was a
real struggle
about which
direction the

drunken driv- country would
ing. Lyon, a  days of America.”  go Woulditbe
Revolutionary a demm:ra(uc
Halmvo | Cagimn | Plome,
Ethan Allen’s Bernie Sanders ;::uld sseak
Green eir minds or
Mountain an authoritar-

ys, was ian govern-

ters in the Castleton area. “It’s a good law|
and what’s being done right now covers 90
percent or more of the actual bottles or cans
that are manufactured. Adding all juices,
water, milk and whatever else, it could be|
beneficial but ... from working in a bottle|
room and trying to sort everything out ...
it would even be hard for us (as a large
operation). If we had to do it, we could fig-
ure out a way to do it.”

He said the benefits of asking the Vermont|
consumer to pay more up front might push
even more people who live close to Newj
Hampshire to do more of their shoppingyf
there, which is why Sessock said he feels
more study on the subject is needed.

Jessica Noyes, who has coordinated thej

House legislation introduced last year pro-
posed that money collected on deposits that
are never redeemed go to the state for sub-
stance abuse education and treatment pro-
grams instead of going back to distributors.

“It's certainly something we sllﬂ:l ort,”
said VPIRG Executive Director Pai Eums
“It makes sense to update the bottle bill
after 30 years. By raising the deposit it’s
only making an attempt to keep up with
inflation. Certainly that will be a stronger
incentive to return ... bottles.”

'VPIRG helped push the bottle bill into
existence in the early 1970s. Burns said
VPIRG supports including water bottles
too, because of their increasing popularity.

There are financial reasons to support the

Green Up Day effort in Marshfield for the|
past six years, said the Legislature is look-|
ing in the wrong direction with the bigger|
deposits.

My big point is we need a- deposit on
tires,” Noyes said. “Tires are a huge culprif
with no deposit. And it costs money to refurn|
them. People dump them in large quantities,|
and it takes up a lot of effort for 3‘18 volun-|
teers. ... Soda bottles are not that much o

e Vermont ic Interest Researc!
Group, however, says it will keep pushing
for higher deposits on beverage containers.

legisl he said. M began
collecting the unclaimed deposits, drawinj
$25 to 530 million annually. Thougl
‘Vermont is much smaller, the financial incen-
tives are still there, he said.

Burns discounted the idea that people
would buy fewer single-serving beverages
if the deposit were increased. “They still
drink beer in Michigan and they still drink
water in Michigan,” where deposits are 10
cents.

imprisoned for speaking his
mind.

Lyon was Vermont's fourth
congressman. He spent four
months in jail and was fined
151,000 for the “crime” of writ-
ng a letter to the editor of a
Vermont news criticizin|
President ohxslpxg:rms. He wag
convicted under the Sedition
Act, a bitterly debated law that

pted to limit Americans’
constitutional right of free

speech.
Ve were i d by

ment where dissent was pun-
ishable? He he]eed save free
speech for us all.

Lyon's story has been lost to
most Americans even
Vermonters, Sanders said. He
hopes a stamp will help revive
the tale.

Sanders, with the endorse-
ment of 18 other House mem-
bers, has asked the Citizens"
Stamp Advisory Committee to
recommend to the postmaster
general that a commemorative

the treatment of their congress-
iman, who became a naﬁuna‘i
martyr. Angry voters re-electe
Lyontoa sfgmd term from his
prison cell in 1798,

After his release from prison,
thousands of Americans lined
ILyon’s carriage route back to

ngress to cheer for him.
Lyon campaigned for Thomas
E:ldefemd Adams

efferson, wi
0 become the nation’s third
resident. The Sedition Act was

Contact Sky Barsch at sky.barsch@timesar-
gus.com or 479-0191, ext. 1153.

not renewed, and Jefferson par-
doned all those still in prison
under the law.

ge stamp be issued in
Lyun's honor.

The citizens commission, cre-
ated in 1957, meets quarterly in
‘Washington, D.C., to review
about 50,000 stamp proposals
submitted each year. In 2002,
only 121 commemorative
stamps were issued.

Sanders’ aides said they do
not know when the panel will

take up the request.
“I’s not an easy process, but
I think Matthew Lyon deserves

this,” Sanders said. “He repre-
sents what the American spirit
is all about.”
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What's news

Courtesy of Capt. William Elovirta, Depariment of Motor Vehicler

A truck’s trailer experienced a me-

chanical failure, causing it to topple
on 1 over and triggering several acci-
'WE dents Wednesday on Interstate 89
- near Montpelier. See photo gallery at

burlingtonfreepress.com

Tractor-trailer failure
leads to I-89 snarl

The Associated Press

MONTPELIER — Vermont State Police say the
structural failure of a tractor-trailer triggered a
chain-reaction crash that closed part of Interstate 89
in Vermont for five hours,

The failure prompted the truck to spill its load of

serap metal and overturn in the southbound lanes of
the highway in Montpelier at about 4:15 p.m.

Pardon Pete the Moose’s pals?

Commissioner says captive animals
must die to safeguard against disease

By Terri Hallenbeck
Free Press Staff Writer

MONTPELIER — What-
ever happens with the saga
of Pete the Moose, the
moose’s life will be spared,
that much state officials
have made clear, But what
about the other animals liv-
ing in captivity with Pete?

Gov. Peter Shumlin said
Thursday at his weekly
news conference that he
would pardon them, too, be-

fore clarifying that he would
defer details to wildlife sci-
entists,

“Pete the governor hasn't
issued any pardons yet, but
I'm going to issue one for
Pete the Moose," Shumlin
said. “The best way to solve
this problem is, let's make
sure it doesn't happen again
and let's let the existing

See PETE, 4B

More snow sweet

for syrup season |, ..~
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Free Pred
Pete the Moose waits to be fed in June 2010 at Big
Rack Ridge in Irasburg.

‘Wednesday. A Toyota Corolla that was also south-
bound hit the debris. There were no injuries.

The mess forced the closure of the southbound
lanes at the Montpelier entrance ramp, and police
detoured traffic into the capital.

The truck, from Jewell Transport Inc., of White
River Junction, was impounded and will be in-
spected by state Department of Motor Vehicles in-
spectors. Trooper Benjamin Barton says a decision
about whether citations will be issued will be made
after the vehicle examination.

M Dorm proctor sen-
tenced in child porn
case: A former Ver-
mont dorm proctor
caught with child por-
nography is going to
prison.

Thirty-eight-year-old
V. Chem Pierce of East
Charleston was con-
victed of possession of
child pornography and
sentenced Monday to
serve two years in
prison. U.S, District
Judge Christina Reiss
also ordered him to
serve five years of su-
pervised release and
pay a $100 special as-
sessment.

Pierce was working
as a dorm proctor at
Lyndon Institute in Lyn-
donville when a student
there saw images on the
school's computer sys-
tem that appeared to be
child pornography. Ver-
mont State Police were
notified, and a forensic
examination of Pierce’s
computer and data stor-
age devices found 61
videos depicting child
pornography,

B Douglas chosen as
college commencement
speaker: Former Gov.
Jim Douglas will be the
commencement at the
College of St. Joseph.
The Rutland school an-

.......... s T

lane. Her car caught fire
after the crash, but it was
extinguished by passers-

by.

The driver of the
other car, 34-year-old
Patricia Grant of Groton,
was wearing a seatbelt.
Grant was treated at the
Berlin hospital for minor
injuries and then re-
leased.

The investigation is
continuing.

B December bus crash
on 1-91 caused by med-
ical issue: Vermont
State Police say a tour
bus accident on Inter-
state 91 that injured 17
people was likely caused
by the driver's medical
condition.

In aninvestigative re-
port, police say 49-year-
old Andrew Castillo, of
Shickshinny, Pa., suf-
fered a cardiac emer-
gency Dec. 3, 2010, while
driving a group of Mas-
sachusetts college stu-
dents to a ski resort in
Quebec.

The bus veered off In-
terstate 91 in Putney and
went down an embank-
ment, coming to rest on
its side, Twenty-eight
people on the bus were
unhurt, Castillo and two
others were hospitalized
in critical condition.

Police say a wire be-

Temperature moderation good for maples; dnfts tough on producers

The Associated Press

RANDOLPH — The
mountains of snow that have
buried the Northeast this
winter will have a sweet —
and just slightly bitter —
taste for the region’s maple
syrup producers,

Sweet because an abun-
dance of snow actually helps
with the production of the
sap that is boiled down to
produce syrup, But bitter be-
cause, well, too much snow

John Silloway fixes maple sap lines in Randolph on Feb. 4.

is just as much a chore for
maple syrup producers to
deal with as it is for the rest
of us,

And most of us don't
make our livings clambering
over snow drifts in the
woods tapping trees and re-
pairing plastic tubing to
gather sap from far-flung
maple trees,

Still, on the whole “snow

is considered a good thing,"
says Steve Childs, New York

TOBY TALBOT, The 4

state maple specialist wit
Cornell Universi

It moderates the tempera-|
ture in the woods, keeping it
cool if the air warms up
which is good for maple.
The snow layers also insu-|
late the ground, keeping it
from freezing too deep so
trees can draw up moistu
during sap flow, which ca
start in February, or earlie
if there’s a thaw.

“S50 we like to see some

See MAPLE, 4B

Anti-smoking campaign turns to humor

B Actors dressed as

paign targeting older teens
Yot R

rettes, including pictures ol
A R s e T

expansion
encouraged

M Plan would make

manufacturers
responsible for waste

By Nancy Remsen
Free Press Staff Writer

MONTPELIER
—Armed with a poll that
says 93 percent of Ver-
monters think the state's
nearly 40-year-old bottle
deposit law is a good idea,
the Vermont Public Inter-
est Research Group
launched a campaign
Thursday to extend the
deposit to water, tea and
non-carbonated bever-
ages.

“The bottle bill is right
up there with motherhood
and apple pie in terms of
its popularity with Ver-
monters,” VPIRG's envi-
ronmental health advocate
Charity Carbine said,
“People not only like it,
but they want to see it up-
dated to include more

items."

There are bills in the
House and Senate to carry
out the expansion VPIRG
advocates with its “Bigger,
Better, Bottle Bill Cam-

Rep. Margaret Cheney,
D-Norwich, introduced a
bill Thursday that pro-
poses a consolidated ap-
proach to recycling that
would require producers

See BOTTLE, 4B
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of packaging and printed
material to take responsibil-
ity for the waste associated
with their products. Packag-
ing would include beverage
containers.

Despite Vermonters’ em-
brace of the bottle law, Che-
ney said, “I don’t think it is a
sacred cow. We want to
think bigger. Let’s look at a
system that would capture it
all.”

Cheney wants to see Ver-
mont’s recycle rate double
to 60 percent. It's been stuck
at 32 percent for years.

While the recycling rate
for containers with deposits
is 85 percent, these bottles
and cans account for less
than 3 percent of the total
waste stream, said Warren
Coleman, lobbyist for the

Beverage Association of
Vermont. The beverage as-
sociation prefers the ap-
proach in Cheney’s bill to an
expansion of the bottle law.

“Expanding the bottle bill
is nibbling around the
edges,” Coleman said.

“This isn’t an either/or
choice,” Carbine said. Law-
makers could choose to do
both. She argued that main-
taining a separate beverage
container system would in-
sure a less contaminated
product for recycling.

Some nonprofit organiza-
tions want to see a deposit
continue on beverage con-
tainers because bottle drives
help them raise money,
Mary Taylor, executive di-
rector of the Central Ver-
mont Humane Society, said
during the VPIRG news con-
ference.

VPIRG also proposes the
state claim the unclaimed
nickel deposits and invest
the money in waste manage-
ment and recycling. Carbine
said about $2 million in un-
claimed deposits are re-
turned to distributors and
bottlers.

Coleman said the money
helps defray the cost of re-
cycling the returned con-
tainers.

The House Natural Re-
sources Committee is ex-
pected to take testimony on
the bills, Cheney said.

“I think it is a good con-
versation to have,” said Jim
Harrison, president of the
Vérmont Grocers’ Associa-
tion.

Contact Nancy Remsen at 578-
5685 or nremsen@burlingtonfree
press.com
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Lawmakers propose measures to change state s bottle bill

By THATCHER MOATS
VERMONT PRESS BUREAU

MONTPELIER — Ver-
mont’s “bottle bill” has
found itself on the chop-
ping block again this year as
some lawmakers have pro-
posed legislation to create a
new recycling program that
could mean eliminating the
popular, first-in-the-nation
recycling bill.

But other lawmakers are
pushing for legislation that
would expand the exist-
ing bottle bill, which was
created in 1972 and al-
lows consumers to redeem
some drink containers for
a nickel, giving them an in-
centive to recycle.

Two approaches to ex-
panding recycling in the
state are included in sepa-
rate legislation.

Rep. Margaret Cheney is
a sponsor of H.218, which
would create a new solid
waste program in which
manufacturers pay for the

STATE

collection, transportation
and recycling of the con-
tainers, packaging and
printed materials they pro-
duce.

The idea behind the
system, which is known as
“extended producer re-
sponsibility,” is that putting
the burden for recycling
on waste producers would
give them an incentive to
produce less — and more

Cheney sponsored similar
legislation last year that ex-
plicitly called for the repeal
of the bottle redemption
system that Vermont has
had in place since 1972.

This year’s bill doesn’t
call for the repeal of the
bottle bill outright, but
Cheney said the bottle bill’s
elimination is on the table.

“I'don’t think it’s a sacred
cow,” said Cheney, a Demo-
crat from Norwich who sits

EVEN

on the House Committee
on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Cheney’s bill is also criti-
cal of the two separate re-
cycling systems that result

from the bottle bill: one for [

bottles thatinclude deposits
and another for everything
else. H.218 says having two
systems is inefficient, and
points out that the amount
of waste recycled in Ver-
mont has plateaued for
many years.

For the Vermont Public
Interest Research Group,
however, the bottle bill is
untouchable.

The bottle bill has been
a success over the past 39
years, achieving an 85-per-
cent recycling rate for the
containers it includes, said
VPIRG’s Charity Carbine,
which is due largely to the
5-cent incentive to recycle.

“No curb-side recycling
program can approach that
number,” said Carbine, re-

0DD
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Charity Carbine, left, environmental health advocate for
Vermont Public Interest Research Group, speaks at a news
conference at the Statehouse on Thursday launching the
Bigger, Better, Bottle Bill Campaign.

ferring to the 85-percent
figure.

In addition, Carbine said,
a “singlestream” plan such
as the one called for in H.
218 would reduce the qual-
ity of the glass and metal be-
ing recycled under the bot-
tle bill because it would mix
them with other recycled

materials. Lower quality
would reduce the amount
of times the material can be
recycled, Carbine said, so
getting rid of the bottle bill
would mean more materials
in landfills.

At a Statehouse press

See Bottle, Page B4
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conference Thursday,
VPIRG threw its support
not behind H. 218, but
the companion bills in the
House and the Senate that
would expand the exist-
ing bottle bill to include
all beverage containers
except milk, soy milk and
rice milk.

The bill now covers beer
and soda containers but
not things like tea and wa-
ter bottles. Increasing the
number of eligible con-
tainers would increase the
amount of bottles that are

recycled, advocates said.

To bolster its case for the
bottle bills, VPIRG high-
lighted the results of a new
poll. Of the 400 registered
Vermont voters polled, more
than 90 percent supported
the bottle bill and 86 percent
think it should be expanded,
according to the poll.

“As it turns out, the
bottle bill is right up there
with motherhood and
apple pie in terms of its
popularity with Vermont-
ers,” Carbine said.

The bottle bill has always
been unpopular with the
beverage industry, however,
which bemoans the costs it
adds for the industry and
COnsumers.

Amy Shollenberger, who
lobbies on behalf of the
Vermont Beverage Asso-
ciation, said the existing
bottle bill costs the mem-
bers she represents — in-
cluding Coca-Cola and
Pepsi — money because it
imposes handling fees on
each container.

“It’s expensive for them,
and we’re not trying to
hide that,” she said.

The Vermont Bever-
age Association supports
H.218, said Shollenberger,
because it gives its mem-
bers more responsibility
and therefore more con-
trol over the costs.

thatcher.moats
@timesargus.com
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ted Saturday at the Paramount Theatre, with the goal of teaching children of all ages

about their senses. The PBS series ended a five-year run last March. The characters from left are May, Gabriela, Sid and Gerald.

Debate sought on bottle law, more

By KEVIN 0°CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Want more beverages cov-
ered by a bottle-deposit law?
How about a state-owned
“public bank” to hold gov-
ernment money? Or a ban
against a Northeast King
dom oil pipeline?

Three grassroots advo-
cacy }.“'I'()llt].‘i are circulating
wsking Vermonters
er these questions

1
nont Public In-
terest Research Group is
spearheading a nonbinding
“Bigger Better Bottle Bill

Town Meeting Resolution”

deposit law for :
and carbonated beverages
teinclude containers for wae
ter, juice and sports drinks.

VPIRG has | from
recveling experts, redemyp-
tion center operators and

nonprofit organizations
that raise money through
can and bottle drives.

“It’s an issue that has the
support of many Vermonters,
but all of these voices are not
well represented at the State
House,” VPIRG advocate
Lauren Hierl says. “To make
a clear state thar this is
what people twould he
a powertul message 1o send
our elected o i

An expanded law would
recyele about 100 million
more bottles and cans each
year, VPIRG estimates, and
reduce energy use and
greenhousegas emissions by
the equivalent of removing
1.200 vehicles from the road.

VPIRG also wants Lo
amend current law that
gives unclaimed deposits
to bottlers and distributors

See Bottle, Page A3
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Marc McLeod places cans in the crusher at the Terrill Street Redemption
Center in Rutland. A resolution for town meeting seeks Vermonters’ support
for expanding the bottle deposit law to cover more beverages.
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OPIATE ADDICTION

Shumlin
disdains
national
attention

By NEAL P. GOSWAMI
WERMONT PRESS BUREAU

MONTPELIER — Gov. Peter Shumlin's
State of the State address last week has

awn attenton from national media out-
ause of its singular focus on reating
abuse rather than locking up addicts
The governor says, however, that he 1
no interest in leading a nadonal conversa-
tion on the issue and hopes 1o remain fo-
ensed on addressing the growing number of
addicts in Vermont.

Shnlml'm nﬂ_‘sr_ed i My si“ular
sobering statistics 7
to make his point. gD‘rl| is to have
The state has seen a Vermont
a 770 percent .
increase in the conversation
der \r.“l f(),' treat- ahﬂ“t Opiate
ment of opiate ad- S
diction since 2000, addiction and
) ;E;Im[ LnArl.nd:*.a‘ the need for us
a 250 percent in- ] )
erease in the de all to pitch in
mand for reatment together to do

of heroin., The
greatest increase
40 percent
has occurred in
the past two vears,
Shumlin said.

The 34-minute
speech called for
a shift in thinking
Vermont, Shumlin
said, must begin o
wreat addiction more like a chronic illness
and forus on preventon and reatment.
The vaditional law-and-order tactics that
states have utilized for
e [ailed, he said.
sage has drawn widespread sup-
port across the state from lawmakers, law
enfo wnt personnel and even prosecu-
tors, many of whom appeared alongside
Shumlin at a press conference following
the Wednesday address.

The unconventional message also canght
the eve of the national media.

much better than
we’re doing. |
have no interest
in a national
conversation.”

Gov. Peter Shumlin

See Oplates, Page A4




