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Letter from the Director

If you’re like most VPIRG
members, your first encounter
with our organization was
probably when a young person
biked up your driveway or
knocked on your door to talk
about our work. Our intrepid
summer canvassers are a familiar
sight in cities and towns all across
Vermont — and thanks to their
dedication, VPIRG has grown
over the years to have 50,000+
members and supporters around
the state.

But the canvass is about more
than building grassroots support
(although I will brag that our
canvassers had more than 40,000
face-to-face conversations with
Vermonters in 2019!). It’s also

one of the many ways that VPIRG

Contact

% Phone 802-223-5221
= Fax 802-223-6855
@ Email vpirg@vpirg.org
@ Web WWW.Vpirg.org
¥ Twitter  @vpirg

f Facebook facebook.com/vpirg
Instagram (@vpirg

gives passionate young people a
voice and teaches them the skills
they need to change the world for
the better.

And that’s a mission that feels
more important than ever in these

challenging times.

We know that if we’re going to
confront huge issues — like the
climate crisis — we need to be

investing in and developing the

next generation of changemakers.

In the pages ahead, you’ll read
about the role our summer
canvassers played in VPIRG’s
Campaign to Stop Single-Use
Plastics, and the incredible
leadership that young Vermonters

are taking in the fight for bold

& Vermont Public Interest
Research Group
141 Main Street, Suite 6
Montpelier VT 05602

climate action. I’m continually
inspired by watching these young
leaders in action, and [’m sure you

will be too.

Thank you, as always, for your
support — and for your investment
in our future.

Paul Burns

Executive Director
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Founded in 1972, the Vermont
Public Interest Research Group
(VPIRG) is the largest nonprofit
consumer and environmental
advocacy organization in the state.
As a 501(c)4 nonprofit advocacy
group, VPIRG conducts non-
partisan public interest advocacy
in support of priority public
interest issues and campaigns
and seeks legislative and policy
solutions affecting Vermonters.
Donations to VPIRG are not tax
deductible.
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VPIRG established the Vermont
Public Interest Research and
Education Fund (VPIREF) in
1975 as its 501(c)3 outreach and
education arm in order to conduct
independent research and public
education on the range of issues
on which we work. Donations to
VPIREF are tax deductible.

For nearly 50 years, we have
brought the voice of Vermont
citizens to public policy debates
concerning the environment,

health care, consumer protection

Fighting Forever "
Chemicals

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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and democracy. The common
mission of VPIRG and VPIREF
is to promote and protect the
health of Vermont’s people,
environment and locally based
economy by informing and
mobilizing citizens statewide.
VPIRG advocates and organizers
use independent research, policy
analysis, public outreach and
grassroots mobilization to design
and implement effective strategies

for each of our campaigns.
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VPIRG has long been concerned
with both addressing the

climate crisis and engaging and
empowering youth, and in 2019
those two priorities intersected in

new and inspiring ways.

While public concern about the
climate crisis has been growing

steadily for years, 2019 saw a

e
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groundswell of support for more
ambitious action in Vermont and

around the world.

In fact, according to polling that
we conducted in partnership
with our friends at Vermont
Conservation Voters, 76% of
Vermonters now say they are

either very worried or somewhat

worried about global warming,
with 61% stating they are very
worried about the topic. That’s up
from 35% of Vermonters saying
they were very worried about
global warming in 2016.

As concern has grown, so have
calls for transformative legislative

measures designed to address the

climate crisis. And some of the
loudest and most urgent calls have

come from young people.

It's not surprising
that youth have been
leading the charge for
bold climate action

— after all, despite being least

responsible for the climate crisis




CLIMATE & CLEAN ENERGY

“Scientists have clearly laid out the crisis we’re facing. Companies the world over have
developed the solutions necessary to eliminate our climate pollution. And now the world’s
youth are delivering an unambiguous call to action. To the leaders of our state and our
world the question is clear — are you with the generation demanding they have a livable
future, or are you with the fossil fuel industry?”

we face, they’re the ones who will
experience the most devastating

impacts.

Now more than ever, it’s
imperative that we listen to these
young leaders and elevate their

voice.

And listening to young people is
something that comes naturally

to us here at VPIRG — you could
say that youth organizing has been
baked into our DNA ever since
our founding on the University of

Vermont campus back in 1972.

Whether working on high school
and college campuses to mobilize
and empower student leaders

or hiring close to 100 young
people every summer as part of
our statewide canvass, we have

a long track record of investing
in Vermont’s young people

and giving them the tools and
resources they need to make their
voices heard.

In 2019, we doubled down on
these efforts to support young
Vermonters in their calls for
climate action — both in the State

House and beyond.

In the spring, VPIRG worked to
support the Vermont Youth Lobby,
a grassroots coalition of youth

from around the state, in holding
the fourth annual Rally for The
Planet. Hundreds of students
from across Vermont gathered on
the State House lawn to demand
meaningful action on climate

change from state leaders.

The importance of fulfilling
Governor Scott’s 2017
commitment to upholding the
Paris Climate Accord was a
rallying cry for participants,
who repeatedly called on

those in power to keep their
promises. While Vermont has
made a commitment to reducing
emissions by 26-28% below
2005 levels by 2025 (in line with
the Paris Climate Accord) and
transitioning to 90% renewable
energy by 2050, there’s simply
no way these goals can be

achieved if we continue with

business as usual.

Young Vermonters also voiced
concerns that legislators are
moving too slowly to enact the
types of policies necessary to
ensure a livable future for youth
in Vermont and beyond. And
several of the day’s speakers
invoked Swedish teenage activist
Greta Thunberg in their remarks,
lauding her blunt approach to
demanding climate action from
powerful leaders as inspiration
for youth worldwide.

Greta’s growing global
prominence guided another large,
youth-driven climate event in
2019 — the Global Climate Strike
on September 20th. VPIRG
worked with campus organizers
and local businesses including
Seventh Generation, Burton, and
Ben & Jerry’s to drive turnout for
the Burlington climate strike — as
well as encouraging our members
throughout the state to join

their local actions. The results
were astounding. Thousands

of Vermonters across the state
participated — and an estimated
5,000 Vermonters turned out for
the strike in Burlington.

And we didn’t stop there. In
November, we supported young

organizers from the Vermont

- Ben Edgerly Walsh, VPIRG Climate & Energy Program Director

Youth Lobby in holding the
first-ever Vermont Youth Climate
Congress. More than 170 student
delegates from 43 schools

(as well as several Vermont
homeschoolers!) gathered at

the State House, where they
drafted and ratified the Young
Vermonters United Climate
Declaration, calling on Vermont’s
leaders to take decisive action to

address the climate crisis.

There’s still a long way to go in
ensuring that Vermont takes the
necessary steps to appropriately
address the climate crisis,

but we’re confident that the
momentum built by young people
across the state will translate into
positive action. And as the fight
continues, we remain committed
to giving young Vermonters a
voice and teaching them the skills
they need to change the world for
the better.
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In 2019, VPIRG was the
organization leading the way

in the fight against single-use
plastics in Vermont. The result?
The enactment of the most
comprehensive law in the entire
nation dealing with throwaway

plastics.

And we’re just getting
started.

The fact is, we have a plastics
problem. Thanks to decades of
unchecked consumption, plastic
pollution can now be found
everywhere from the most remote
places on earth to within our own
digestive tracts.

Frighteningly, half of all plastics
ever manufactured have been

ST®P

made in the past 15 years. And if
you think the problem is bad now,
production is expected to double
again by 2050.

Single-use plastics like straws

and plastic bags are especially
pernicious. These “throwaway”
products have a useful life of

just minutes but can last in the
environment for 500 years or more,
choking waterways, killing wildlife,
and threatening human health.

Even worse, many of these plastic
products contain harmful toxins that
can leach into the food we eat and
the water we drink.

Fortunately, momentum is building
in the fight against single-use
plastics, and Vermonters have

In 2019; VPIRG knock
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SINGLE-USE
PLASTICS

demonstrated their commitment to

being leaders in this movement.

Here at VPIRG, we’ve been hard
at work leading the charge against
throwaway plastics, and 2019 saw
some our most significant victories
to date.

As you may recall, back in 2018
we partnered with business owners
and environmentalists to launch the
“Straws Upon Request Pledge,”

a statewide campaign aimed at
reducing the number of single-use
plastic straws used and thrown away
in the state. The idea was simple:
businesses that took the pledge
would make straws available to
their customers only upon request.
Dozens of restaurants across the

4

ed on
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plastics — and more than 21,000
Vermonters added their names. w ]

state signed on, making a significant
dent in their single-use plastic waste

and saving money along the way.

At the same time, municipalities
across the state were getting on
board as well, with Wilmington,
Manchester, Middlebury,
Montpelier, and Burlington all
making plans to tackle plastic
pollution. And in the private sector,
Vermont’s own Ben & Jerry’s
announced plans in early 2019 to
ban plastic straws and other single-
use plastics from all its Scoop Shops
worldwide.

Inspired by this growing movement,
we kicked off 2019 with the official
launch of our Campaign to Stop
Single-Use Plastics.

VERGENNES
IS FIGHTING TO

SINGLE-USE
PLASTICS
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PLASTIC PRODUCTION
SINCE 1940

1940

During the 2019 legislative
session, VPIRG led the charge

in advancing S.113, the strongest
anti-plastic legislation in the
nation. Although the bill drew
immediate fire from the plastics
and chemical industries, VPIRG
worked closely with our allies at
Conservation Law Foundation,
Vermont Conservation Voters, and
Beyond Plastics to build support
for the legislation.

We worked with legislators,
delivered testimony, pushed back
against industry misinformation
and mobilized our members

to demand action. Lawmakers
ultimately passed the legislation

with large majorities. But we

1970

1935 1985

knew our work was just getting
started.

In June, VPIRG organized a press
event with legislative champions,
business leaders and our entire
summer canvass team, to call on
the governor to sign the bill.

Despite intense lobbying and

paid advertising by the plastics
industry, the governor heeded the
call of VPIRG, our allies, and
thousands of Vermonters across
the state and signed S.113 into law
on June 17, 2019.

The new law (Act 69), which is set
to take effect in July 2020, bans
troublesome plastic carryout bags,
plastic drink stirrers, and expanded

73 SINGL

2000 2015

polystyrene food service products,
makes straws available upon
request in most establishments,
and imposes a 10-cent fee on most
single-use paper bags to encourage
reusable bag use. Finally, it set

up a working group to develop
proposals for next steps to address
plastic pollution.

But strong as
the new law is,
it only scratches
the surface of
the vast plastic
pollution crisis.

That’s why we dedicated our
2019 summer canvass to the issue

HALF

OF ALL THE
PLASTIC €VER
MADE WAS
PRODUCED
IN THE LAST
15 YEARS

of single-use plastics, sending
canvassers door to door in all

251 cities and towns in Vermont,
where they spoke with over 37,000
Vermonters about the plastic
pollution crisis and collected

more than 21,000 signatures on

a petition to lawmakers urging
them to support policies that stop

single-use plastics.

As we look to the future, we’re
committed to continuing to
identify and advance new ways
to combat the plastic pollution
crisis, making Vermont a
national leader on this important

environmental issue.
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VPIRG Member Profile:

Sarah Kaeck

Given our focus on eliminating unnecessary single-use plastics, it only
seemed right to profile a VPIRG member who’s a true leader in that
movement: Bee’s Wrap founder Sarah Kaeck. Here’s a bit of Sarah’s
story, in her own words... “When I first made Bee’s Wrap, I was an avid
bread baker. I was looking for an alternative for plastic wrap to cover
my doughs, and the rest is history. These days I’'m making a lot more
Bee’s Wrap than bread, but I still love to bake. I find a lot of inspiration
in nature, so my family and I frequently hike and spend time outdoors
together. I love our beautiful state, and I’'m proud to have built my
company here. Our company is built on robust sustainability goals,
ks so joining VPIRG was a natural way for Bee’s Wrap to act on its
' values. VPIRG’s “Zero Waste” initiative celebrates the same
core value on which I built Bee’s Wrap. I wanted to eliminate
single-use plastic from my own kitchen, and to provide
alternative choices for consumers that also have long-
lasting, positive environmental ramifications. VPIRG’s
current efforts for more aggressive single-use plastic
legislation in Vermont is really important to me, and to

|
Bee’s Wrap.”
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We look forward to continuing to collaborate with
Sarah and the Bee’s Wrap community to bring
increased awareness to the plastic pollution crisis.
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CONSUMER PROTECTION

GETTING CONNECTED: ‘e~

A Q&A with Consumer Protection Advocate Zach Tomanelli on
VPIRG’'s work toward affordable high-speed internet for all

In 2019 VPIRG stepped up its
work to advocate for policies

aimed at expanding affordable
high-speed internet access for
Vermonters. The result: the most
significant broadband expansion
law ever enacted by Vermont
legislators. We spoke with Zach
Tomanelli, who leads VPIRG’s
digital consumer protection
work, to find out why VPIRG
got involved, what the law will
do, and what the landscape looks
like for broadband expansion

in Vermont.

Q:SO WHY IS VPIRG
ADVOCATING

FOR BROADBAND
EXPANSION?

Well, to start with, it’s clear that
internet access is a public interest
issue. Broadband connectivity is
not a luxury, it’s a necessity. It’s
how we conduct job searches,
make important health decisions,
maintain connections with friends
and families, and become active
participants in our democracy.
And as technology advances (e.g.
telehealth, e-commerce, etc),

robust, high-speed connections

AN
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will be critical to our health,
safety, and economic well-being.
VPIRG actually has a long history
of fighting for connectivity for
Vermonters. In the 70s and 80s
that meant universal phone
service. And in 2019, that means

fighting for high-speed internet.

Q: WHAT ARE THE
CHALLENGES THAT
VERMONT FACES
WHEN IT COMES
TO BROADBAND
CONNECTIVITY?

We’re a rural state. It costs money
to build out the infrastructure for
high speed internet and areas,

like Vermont, that are less dense
are therefore less appealing to

the large telecoms. Put another
way, it’s not profitable for them to
build here.

That’s a large part of the reason
why more than 80% of Vermont
addresses don’t have access to
true high-speed internet (what
we’d define as at least 100/100
mbps speeds), more than 20%
don’t have access to the federal
definition of broadband (25/3
mbps — basically the minimum
speed you’d get with a cable
connection) and a full 7% of
households — or 20,000 — have
dial-up speeds or worse.

That’s also why VPIRG believes
jumpstarting community-owned
broadband efforts is the key to
addressing Vermont’s connectivity
issues. Because they don’t

need to satisfy shareholders,

community-owned networks are

better able to provide universal
service — reaching the houses that
aren’t profitable.

These networks are much more
consumer-friendly than the giant
telecoms. On average, they’re
more affordable and provide better
speeds than large telecoms while
prioritizing bedrock consumer
protection principles like net

neutrality and user privacy.

Q: IN 2019, VERMONT
ENACTED A LAW

(ACT 79) AIMED

AT EXPANDING
BROADBAND IN THE
STATE. WHAT ROLE
DID VPIRG PLAY IN
THAT PROCESS?

Well to start I’d note that Act 79
was the result of a lot of hard work
by a lot of different individuals
who have been working for

years to improve connectivity

in Vermont. That includes many
individual broadband activists,
community-broadband specialists
including the folks from ECFiber
who have provided a model of
how to do community-owned
internet in Vermont, and certain
legislators who have really

championed this issue.

Broadband expansion has been
something that has been talked
up for many years in Vermont
but hasn’t seen a lot of traction.
Last year, VPIRG advocates
tracked the bill throughout the
legislative process — pushing for
the strongest possible provisions

to bolster community-owned

internet startups in Vermont.

We testified on the bill, arguing
for its passage and suggested
improvements, many of which
were ultimately included. And,
perhaps most importantly, VPIRG
members contacted their elected
officials en masse to let them
know that expanding broadband
access in Vermont must be a
priority. Ultimately this made a
huge difference as the bill passed
both the House and Senate with

overwhelming tri-partisan support.

Q: SO, WHAT DOES
ACT 79 DO?

It does a lot of things — but
perhaps most crucially it
significantly increases the funding
for local internet startups and it
does this by establishing a state
revolving loan fund to help these

startups succeed.

Act 79 also reforms Vermont’s
pole attachment rules, cutting red
tape that is currently preventing
local internet service providers
from building the infrastructure
necessary to bring high-speed

Internet to unserved Vermonters.

Finally, the bill raises the

bar on the internet speeds
required for projects receiving
state funding — ensuring that
we provide Vermonters with
service that meets their needs
and prevent state dollars from
subsidizing the construction of

outdated technology.



ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

FIGHTING FOREVER CHEMICALS:

VPIRG, ALLIES STEP UP TO PROTECT VERMONTERS FROM PFAS

In many ways, 2019 was a
banner year for efforts to protect
Vermonters from harmful
chemicals - an effort spearheaded
by VPIRG, our members, and
allies in the environmental

community.

Lead in school drinking water,
dangerous paint strippers, toxic
chemicals in children’s products:
In 2019, we secured a number of
sweeping victories to deal with
these threats (see Page 12).

And perhaps top among these
victories was the enactment of
a landmark law establishing
drinking water standards for five
PFAS chemicals.

This victory warrants special
recognition because of the
pernicious nature of these
chemicals and the threat they pose
in Vermont.

PFAS, or poly- and perfluoroalkyl
substances, are toxic chemicals

that have been widely used in

industry and consumer products
since the 1950s. Known as
“forever chemicals” because of
their long lifespan, PFAS have
been shown to increase cancer
risk, impair immune system
functioning, and negatively
impact fertility, hormone health,
and early childhood growth and
development.

In 2016, testing found elevated
levels of PFOA (a type of PFAS
chemical) in hundreds of wells in
Bennington County, close to the
former ChemFab plant, which
manufactured Teflon coating for
over 30 years and released PFOA
into the environment. Since then,
elevated PFAS levels have been
found in drinking water at a
number of other locations around
the state, including at sites in
Grafton, Pownal, and Clarendon.

Since that discovery, VPIRG has
fought hard to enact reforms to
protect Vermonters from future
exposure to these chemicals, hold

the toxic polluters responsible
for their release accountable, and
provide relief to Vermonters who
have been exposed.

That’s why VPIRG, our members,
and our allies (notably, the
Conservation Law Foundation)
pushed for the enactment of
legislation in 2019 to establish

a drinking water standard for
these chemicals. The work of

our advocates inside the State
House and the calls and emails

to lawmakers from our members
paid off — as the best-in-the-nation
legislation passed both chambers
with near unanimous support (135
to 1 in the House, and 29 to 0 in
the Senate) and was signed into

law by the governor.

In addition to establishing the
standard for five PFAS chemicals,
the law (Act 21) works to

address the impact of PFAS
chemicals on surface and drinking
water statewide by instituting
comprehensive testing for PFAS

at public water systems, requiring
a statewide investigation of PFAS
sources, evaluating the regulation
of PFAS as a class or subclasses,
and providing the Agency of
Natural Resources with additional
tools to protect Vermonters from

contaminated water sources.

Since testing began, officials
have already identified three
public water systems (Fiddlehead
Condominiums in Fayston,
Killington Mountain School, and
Mount Holly School) with PFAS
levels above the state standard.
In the case of Mount Holly
Elementary School, tests found
the school’s water contained PFAS
contamination at more than 16

times the state limit.

These findings both demonstrate
the benefit of the expanded testing
we fought for as well as the clear
need for further action to limit
exposure to these dangerous
chemicals. And VPIRG will

continue to fight for that action.

ANe
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In addition to helping enact a landmark law to establish a
drinking water standard for 5 PFAS chemicals—VPIRG, our
members, and allies achieved a number of significant
victories in 2019 to protect Vermont’s people and
environment from harmful substances, including:

Improving the Toxic Free Families Act to provide consumers
! more information about whether a children’s product contains
' ’ a known toxic chemical and streamlining the process to get
dangerous children’s products off our shelves.

Classifying neonicotinoids (insecticides that threaten bees) as
restricted use — meaning only those who are certified to use
the chemicals would be able to purchase and apply them.

Passing legislation (that was ultimately vetoed by Gov. Phil
* Scott) to provide long-term medical monitoring for victims of
%’ toxic chemical exposure paid for by the polluters responsible
) for the exposure.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Q Our 2019

Accomplishments

Vermont Passes Pesticide Restrictions to Protect Pollinators

Neonicotinoid insecticides threaten pollinators all over the Green Mountain State. This has
serious implications for all of us — when bee populations decline that means trouble for our
food system.

In the absence of federal leadership, a number of states have stepped up to pass legislation

protecting pollinators. In 2019, Governor Scott signed into law Act 35, a VPIRG-supported
bill that classifies neonic pesticides as restricted use — meaning only those who are certified
to use the chemicals would be able to purchase and apply them.

VPIRG Celebrates Historic Toxics Victory

After fighting for years to advance legislation to better protect children from toxic chemicals in products that are made specifically for kids,
VPIRG scored a hard-won victory when Governor Scott signed into law a bill (S.55) that he had previously blocked as both governor and
lieutenant governor in its earlier iterations.

The new law (Act 75) makes important changes to the Chemicals of High Concern to Children (Act 188) program. It will make more information
available to parents and other consumers about whether a children’s product contains a known toxic chemical. The law will also streamline the
process by which the Commissioner of Health, after consulting with a diverse stakeholder group, can move to ban or otherwise regulate the use
of harmful chemicals in children’s products.

Thanks to the new law, Vermont will now have one of the most comprehensive databases in the country linking individual children’s products
with specific chemicals of concern. However, there is much more work to be done to make the information more easily accessible to consumers,
and VPIRG is committed to continuing to work with our allies to push for stronger protections against toxic chemicals for Vermonters of all ages.

“It should not have taken five legislative sessions to better protect children from toxic chemicals
in their toys, clothing or other items. I'm grateful to all of the parents and legislative champions

who never gave up fighting for this despite the entrenched opposition of chemical manufacturers

and industry lobbyists.” - Paul Burns, VPIRG Executive Director

Vermont Passes Nation’s Strongest Legislation Protecting Against Lead in School Drinking Water

In 2019 VPIRG helped enact Act 66, a landmark law protecting against lead in school drinking water that was originally introduced after a
statewide testing pilot program found elevated lead levels in the water at several Vermont schools.

Lead is a potent neurotoxin, and exposure to even very low levels can result in lifelong, irreversible consequences. Children are especially
susceptible, and lead exposure can cause attention disorders, loss of 1Q, delayed learning, and behavioral, kidney, and hearing problems.

NE
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The law requires testing of water taps in all schools and childcare centers in the state and mandates remediation for any tap that tests at or above
4 parts per billion of lead. All testing must be completed statewide by December 31, 2020.

Environmental advocates, including VPIRG, had originally pushed for the action level to be set at 1 part per billion, in keeping with
recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics. Even so, the law represents the strongest standard of lead protection for children in
the country.

“There’s really only one kind of water we should be giving our kids in schools and child care

centers, and that’s unleaded. This new law moves us much closer to that goal.”
- Paul Burns, VPIRG Executive Director

VPIRG Secures More Funding for Weatherization

Weatherizing Vermont’s old housing stock is an essential element of any plan to address our state’s rising greenhouse gas emissions. Thanks to
VPIRG’s hard work on this issue, Vermont is now taking a small step in the right direction with the enactment of Act 62.

Under the new law, Vermont’s energy efficiency utility, Efficiency Vermont, will allocate funds left over from electric bill efficiency charges
toward weatherization incentives for low- and moderate-income Vermonters. The law also directs the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to open
a proceeding to assess how Vermont can approach efficiency differently to accelerate progress towards our climate and energy goals — and how
best to fund that work.

Our goal in 2019 had been to secure the funding needed to double the number of low- and moderate-income homes weatherized every year
in Vermont, from 2,000 to 4,000. That would have needed roughly $11 million in new, ongoing funding. Between the budget and Act 62,
the legislature eventually passed a little less than half of that — almost all of it one-time funding, meaning we’ll have to continue pushing to

accelerate the rate of weatherization.
Vermont Expands and Improves Broadband Access

VPIRG has long been committed to addressing Vermont’s connectivity issues and moving Vermont much more rapidly toward universal

coverage.

In 2019, Governor Scott signed into law Act 79 - the VPIRG-backed broadband expansion legislation — that represents the most significant set of
policies in years to expand and improve broadband internet access throughout the state.

The new law increases the funding needed to boost state government support for local internet startups and establishes a state revolving loan fund
to help these startups succeed. It also reforms Vermont’s pole attachment rules, cutting red tape that is currently preventing local internet service
providers from building the infrastructure necessary to bring high-speed Internet to unserved Vermonters.

Finally, the bill raises the bar on the internet speeds required for projects receiving state funding — ensuring that we provide Vermonters with
service that is commensurate with their needs and prevent state dollars from subsidizing the construction of outdated technology.

VPIRG Helps Ensure Electric Vehicle Affordability

In late 2019, Vermont’s Agency of Transportation announced the launch of a new statewide
electric vehicle incentive program as legislatively mandated through a VPIRG-backed
provision in the 2019 Transportation Bill. This new incentive program will help low to
moderate income Vermonters make the much-needed transition from internal combustion

engines to cleaner vehicles, helping to reduce climate pollution in Vermont.

Vermont Passes Legislation to Phase Out Hydrofluorocarbons

Hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs, are an entirely man-made class of chemicals used primarily for cooling and refrigeration. Though originally
introduced as an alternative to ozone-depleting substances, HFCs are powerful greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change.

In 2019 the governor signed into law Act 65, which sets a schedule for phasing out the use of hydrofluorocarbons statewide—an important move

that will help curb the recent spike in atmospheric concentrations of HFCs.

AN
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VPIRG Leads Charge in Fight Against Single-Use Plastics

In 2019 VPIRG led the charge for bold legislation to address plastic pollution, successfully pushing for the enactment of Act 69, the toughest

anti-plastics legislation yet on the statewide level.

The new law, which goes into effect on July 1, 2020, bans troublesome plastic carryout bags and imposes a 10-cent fee on most single-use paper
bags to encourage reusable bag use. It also bans plastic drink stirrers and expanded polystyrene food service products and makes straws available
upon request in most establishments. Finally, it set up a working group that met throughout the fall of 2019 to develop ideas for next steps to

address plastic pollution.
Vermont Takes Action Against Harmful “Forever Chemicals”

VPIRG and our allies advocated for a landmark law (Act 21) establishing drinking water standards for five perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) — toxic chemicals that have been widely used in industry and consumer products since the 1950s.

This law works to address the impact of PFAS chemicals on surface and drinking water statewide by instituting comprehensive testing for PFAS
at public water systems, requiring a statewide investigation of PFAS sources, evaluating the regulation of PFAS as a class or subclasses, and

providing the Agency of Natural Resources with additional tools to protect Vermonters from contaminated water sources.

VPIRG Joins Suit Against Trump EPA for Failure to Act on Deadly Paint Strippers

Ater the death of more than 60 people from exposure to methylene chloride paint strippers, the EPA proposed a ban on these lethal chemicals in
2017. Unfortunately, the Trump EPA has violated its public commitments and legal obligations by failing to finalize that ban, leaving consumers
and workers exposed to the chemical’s dangers. In 2019, VPIRG joined a suit against the Trump EPA for failure to act on these deadly paint

strippers. We are committed to continuing to fight to protect workers and bystanders from the harmful impacts of methylene chloride exposure.
Court Rules in Our Favor on Toxic Substances Control Act

Back in 2017, VPIRG joined with our allies at Safer Chemicals Healthy Families and the Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization to file a
lawsuit challenging Trump administration rules for evaluating the risks of toxic chemicals under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).

In 2019, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit found that the EPA had violated the TSCA and determined that the EPA must fix its

ongoing risk evaluation to better protect workers and consumers.

We are proud of this victory and will continue to fight to hold the Trump EPA accountable.

We Made a Beer!

Well actually, our brewing genius friends at The Alchemist made the beer, but
VPIRG is thrilled to have helped conceive Honey Bunch. This delicious small batch
beer was designed to showcase Vermont honey sourced from pollinator habitats
at local solar farms tended by Bee the Change, a Vermont-based family farm

that transforms unused space in solar fields into a rich habitat for bees and other
pollinators.

To create this unique dessert beer, Bee the Change supplied The Alchemist with
over 110 pounds of their solar-grown honey. That represents the life’s work

of over 60,000 bees traveling over 6,000,000 miles to collect nectar from over
220,000,000 flowers.

You might remember that in 2018 we helped pass a law establishing in state law
a pollinator-friendly habitat label on solar farms, recognizing solar installers that
are leading the way in protecting and promoting pollinator species.

That law will mean more pollinator-friendly solar farms in Vermont and that

means more solar-grown honey like the kind used in Honey Bunch!




Powered by You: Our 2019 Finances by the Numbers

In 2019, thousands of Vermonters supported VPIRG with grassroots
contributions. The big-money special interests don’t fund groups like
ours, and we wouldn’t take their money if they did. VPIRG is a people-
powered organization and proud of it. Your support allows VPIRG to
continue to educate thousands of Vermonters every year about the critical
issues we face and then mobilize them in support of solutions that
advance the public interest. So thank you.

VPIRG
Income $1,524,982
Expenses $965,784

51% Climate & Clean Energy

79% Member Donations
21% Grants

y

INCOME

66% Programs and Memberships
18% Management
16% Fundraising

VPIRG and VPIREF combined income totaled $2,268,799 of which
more than $1.8 million came from individual member donations, 41% of
that coming from our monthly sustaining members. Combined expenses
totaled $2,179,309. Program expenses and member services accounts for
two-thirds of our expenses.

VPIREF ‘ TOTAL
$743,816 $2,268,798
$1,213,525 $2,179,309

23% Toxics & Enviromental Health —

EXPENSES

BY PROGRAM

\'/‘

2% Consumer Protection

\
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—— 8% General Programs 4% Elections & Government Reform

— 1% Health Care

11% Zero Waste
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Student Trustees

In 2019, VPIRG was excited to welcome two new student trustees to our board:
Anna Marchessault and Talia Crowley.

Anna Marchessault

Born and raised in Burlington, Vermont, Anna received an associate
degree from the Community College of Vermont before transferring
to the Rubenstein School at the University of Vermont, where she is
currently studying Natural Resource Ecology. Anna has worked with
VPIRG as a summer canvasser and a field manager, and is active with
. the VPIRG Club on the UVM campus. She has a long history of interest
in community engagement and sustainability, which has led her to

- . get involved with political campaigns and other volunteer experiences
' : both in Vermont and abroad. Anna believes that it’s crucial for young
people to have a voice in shaping our response to the climate crisis,
and is eager to continue advocating for and empowering young
Vermonters as a student trustee.

-
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Talia Crowley

Talia is a student at the University of Vermont, where she is
double majoring in economics and environmental studies and
minoring in Public Policy Analysis. She first became involved
with VPIRG as a summer canvasser and has since worked as
an intern and served as Co-President (and founding member)
of the VPIRG Club at UVM. She grew up in the suburbs of
New York City, had a weekend job as a ski instructor at Mad
River Glen in Fayston, Vermont, and spent her summers living
with family friends in a small town located on the border of
Yellowstone National Park in West Yellowstone, Montana - a
diverse combination of experiences that exposed her to a
broad range of perspectives and taught her listening and
communication skills that have served her well as a canvasser.
As a student trustee, she is excited to support the work of an
organization that holds values mirroring her own.
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Note: While we wish we could
thank every single member in this
annual report it’s impossible to list
the thousands of VPIRG supporters
statewide. The generosity of those
listed in this report deserves special
recognition.

Foundations & Grants

Alcyon Foundation

Applied Materials Foundation
Concept2 Fund

John Merck Fund

Lintilhac Foundation

Mascoma Savings Bank

Merck Family Fund

P.C. Morrell Family Foundation
Patagonia

The Prentice Foundation, Inc.
Pryor Family Charitable Fund
Ruth H. Brown Foundation

The Salon Family Foundation
Serena Foundation

Seventh Generation Foundation
State Alliance for Federal Reform of Chemical
Policy

Sustainable Markets Foundation

Individuals

Maryanne Abad

Steve and Katy Abbott

Samuel and Craig Abel-Palmer
Mary and Bruce Albert

The Alchemist Brewery

Susan Alden

Lisa Alderman

Frances Alford and Mark Hansel
Deborah Allen

Susan Busier and Wesley Allen
Jayne Allister

Conrad and Kathy Ambrette
Jody Andreoletti

Stephanie and Bruce Andrus
Noah Armstrong

Ken Arthur

Peter and Michele Asch

Michael Astin

Michael Atkinson

Betsy Austin and Lawrence Damon
Isla Awen

Peter Backman and Annie Christopher
Naomi and Jonathan Badger
Christine Baker

David Baker

Susan Baldridge

Phillip Bannister and Basha Freudenberg
Cindy Barber

Tom Barefoot and Joni Zweig
Christine Barnes and Gordon Perkinson
Corey Barnes

Marianne and Robert Barton
Thomas Baskett and Diane Nancekivell
Melita Bass

Paul Bauers

Alison Bechdel and Holly Taylor
Larry and Sarah Beebe

Angie Bell and Jesse Bell

Martin and Kathy Bell

Bettina Berg and Chris Harlow
Margaret Berlin

Arthur Berndt

Michael Beyna

Faith Bieler

Desiree Biesheuvel

Diana Bingham

Richard and Anne Bingham

Paul Bishop

Thomas and Linda Blakely

Evan Blittersdorf

John Blodgett

Ellen Forsythe and Alan Blood

N
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Catherine Bock

Tom Bodett and Rita Ramirez
Myra Boenke and William Haller
Beth Curtis and Jim Bond

Terry Bonnette

John and Marilyn Bookwalter
Susanne Booth

Terry Bosworth

James Hamilton and Judith Boucher
Bruce and Sandra Bove

Courtney Bowen

Stephen and Alix Bower

Kathleen and Tim Boyd

Frances Braun

Alexander Brecher and Lindsey Bolger
Sophie Bréchu-West and Antoine Bréchu
Jessica Bridge

Shannon Broughton-Smith and Steven Smith
Joan and Mark Brown

Tamela and Brian Browning
Annie Brown-Voldman

Catherine Bryne and Marc Taylor
Judith and Frederick Buechner
Sara Burchard

Anna Burns

Paul Burns

Ann and Richard Bushey

Gail and Richard Butz

Bruce and Suzanne Byers

Ames Byrd

Alden Cadwell

Leslie Cadwell

Deborah Cafiero

Dan Cahill

Paul and Margaret Calter

Brian Campbell

John Cane

Yola Carlough

Jane Caron

Donna Carpenter

Barbara Carris

Erin Carroll and Richard Fitzhenry
Steve Castle

Jean Ceglowski

Andrew Chalnick

Jill Chapman

Karen and Bruce Cheever
Jennifer Chiodo

Betsy and Dan Chordorkoff

Tom and Susanna Clark

Virginia Clarke

Lorni and Jock Cochran

Sara Coffey

Constance Colman and Richard Travers
Jean Condon

Jay Cook

Elizabeth Courtney and Tino O’Brien
Dolores Cox and Norman Carpenter
Millard Cox and Alexander Cox
William Craig and Kirsten Edey
Susan Cromwell

Karen Cvitkovich

Judi Danforth and Fred Danforth
Jeff Danziger

Elizabeth Darden

Amy Darley and Avram Patt

Jill Davies and Nigel Hollis
Davison and Maura Davis

Kristin and Matthew Dediana
William Delorenzi

Mary Desautels

Karlene DeVine

Jane Dewey and Janet Wallstein
Cecily Dexter

Mary Dickerson

Sarah and Albert Dickerson
Richard Dielensnyder

Jessica Dion and Michael Austin
George Dixon and Dorothy Dorian
John and Melinda Donnelly
Michael Donofrio and Kelly McCracken
Eamonn Donovan

Elizabeth Dow

Andrew Dregallo

Marjorie Drexler

Greg Drogos

Linda and William Drunsic
Jamie and Michael Dubie
Nanette Dubin

Laura Duncan

Kim Earley

Liz and Mark Edsell

William Eichner and Julia Alvarez
David Ellenbogen

Julie and Richard Elmore
Georgia Eltabbakh

Brett and Betsy Brigham
David and Sandra Enman
Martha Erickson and Mark Carbone
Caryn Etherington

Margaret Everitt

John Evers

Lynne and Rand Eyberg
Rachi and John Farrow
Katherine and John Feldmann
Russell Fellows and Robert Coates
Charlotte Ferguson

David Feurzeig and Annelies McVoy
Luisa and Charles Finberg
Kimberly Findlay

Anne Fines

Wendy Fisher and Dan Fisher
Alicia Fisk

Frances Fitzgerald

Karen Flanagan

Kim and Mitch Fleischer

Vicki and Manuel Fletcher
Patricia Fontaine

Florence Ford

Dana and William Forsythe
David and Gisele Fortier
Janet and Terence Francis
Victoria Fraser

Anne French

Walter and Anne Frey

Danit Fried and Roger Kessler
Ouida and Bruno Fritschi
Milton and Carolyn Frye

Joe and Linda Gage

Vikram Gandhi

Patricia and Bill Gardner

Debra Gardner-Baasch and David Baasch

Helen Garvey

Judy Geer and Richard Dreissigacker
Nancy Braus and Richard Geidel
Anthony and Elizabeth Gemignani
Elaine Geyer

Kim Geyer

Christina and Peter Gibbons

Sarah Gibson

Sandra and Roger Gillim

Frederick Gimson

Megan Godfrey and Mark Boudreau
Ann Goering and Sharon Hopper
Jefferson Goethals

Kathryn Gonzalez and John Waldron
Wallace and Natalie Good

Giney and Greg Goodman

Kristin Gottschalk

Drew Gradinger and Sara Newmark
Elizabeth Gray

Linda Gray

Rosanne Greco

Jen Green and Keith Brown
Elizabeth Skarie and Jerry Greenfield
Doris and David Grippin

Vern Grubinger

Patricia Guilfoyle

Doreen Guillette

Abigail Faulkner and Hobart Guion
Elizabeth Guth

Mary Hadley and Steve Orzech
Clifford Hamel

Judy Hamel

Madelyn and George Hamilton
John Hancock

Jim Hand

Daniel Martin and Marcy Harding
Jeffrey Harkness

Judith Harlow

Nicholas and Ann Harmon
Willa Harris

Lisa and Craig Harvey
Margaret Haskins and John Haskins
Bambi Hatch

Emily and Rick Hausman
Bonnie L Hawley

Kim Hayden

Thomas Hayes

Deborah and Byron Haynes
Douglas and Martha Heaberlin
Timothy Healey and Lyn Hoffelt
Chip Hedler

Robert Herendeen and Ann Burke
Amanda and Jeffery Herzberger
Barbarina and Aaron Heyerdahl
Jan Heyman

Charles and Susan Hill

Kory Hirak

James Hoag and Lee English
Ralph Hobson

Martina Hofmann

Steve Holman

Peterand Mary Hood

Allison and Don Hooper

Jay Hooper

Cynthia and Peter Hoppmann
Greg Hostetler

Anne and Ronald Houser

Anna Howell

Daniel and Kathryn Howell
Elaine Huang

Edith Hubbell

Parker Huber

Stephanie Hurley and Christopher Kilian

Samantha Hurt

Tom Hurt and Susan Meehling
Jeff Hutchinson

John Hynes

Phyllis lorlano

Bjorn Jackson

Gary Jackson

Lillian Jackson

Anne Jameson

Kathleen and Jason Jamieson
Louise and Seth Jensen
Robert Johnson

David Juckett

Talena Justice

Janet Kahn and Rose Gowdey
Christina and Duke Kasprisin
Sue Kavanagh

Jennifer Keller

Robert and Dorothy Keller
John Kelly and Sara Coburn
Martha and Donald Kent
Marc Kessler

Gurudharm and Catherine Khalsa
Joseph and Amy Kiefer

Beth Kiendl

Jeanne Kiewel and Stuart Savel
Bruce and Kimberly Kimball
Jen and John Kimmich
Warren and Barry King

Scott Kirby

Rebecca Klink

Jane Knight

Stephen and Linda Kornbluth
Dominic and Dorothy Koval
Peter and Kim Kowanko
Violet Krukonis

Dorothy Kyle and Eric Brattstrom
Katherine and Thomas Kyle
Thomas and Elizabeth Lackey
Bethany Ladimer

Siu Lam

Jo Anne Lamore

John Lamperti

Lincoln and Lionel Lande
Damon Lane

John Langhus

Sara Larkin

Debra Lavalley

Karen Lavoie

Joan Leary



Dwayne and Beth LeClair
Robert Leidy and Faye Baker
Joanne Lemay-Green

Joan and Helmut Lenes

Linda Lennox

Ellen Lesser

Diana Levine

Bill Levins

Gwynne and Gary Lewis
Patricia and David Lewis

Carol Limanek

Elizabeth and Moss Linder

Crea and Phil Lintilhac

William Lintilhac

David Lipkin and Josie Jordan
Anne and Benjamin Littenberg
Robin Lloyd

Susan Lornitzo

Merrily Lovell

Stephen and Margaret Lowe
Jane and Derek Lowell

Sarah Lyda

John Lyons

Betsy Macisaac

Janet Macleod

Heidi and Eben Mahoney
Stephen Maleski

Ron Manganiello and Ellen Bernstein
Oliver Manice

Madeline Mann

Brian and Janelle Manning
Steven and Debra Mardin
Charles Martin

Hilary Maslow

Amy Mason

Susan Fiske and Douglas Mastex
James McBean and Susan Hessey
Michael McCarthy

David McColgin

Justina and Andrew McConnell
Peter and Patricia McCormick
Jim McCracken

Louise McDougal

Barbara and Robert McKay
Claudia Mckay and Beth Dingman
Charles McMakin

Christopher and Patricia McVeigh
Barbara McWherter

Karen and Larry Medsker

Joerg Mellmann

Bethany Menkart

Helen Merena

Thomas Mertz

David Merves

Heike and Jens Meyer

Robert Meyer

David Middleton

Bill Miles

Chris Miller

Heather Miller

Paul Miller

Ron Miller and Jacqueline Fischer
Elise and John Minadeo
Marjorie and David Minot

Keith Mintz

Lisa and Andrew Mitchell

Biff Mithoefer

Alan Moore

James and Mia Moore

Margery McCrum and George Moore
Brian Morgan

Greg Morgan and Toni Germain-Morgan
Colleen and Richard Moulton
The Mountain Goat North, Inc.
G. H. and Barbara Mudge

John and Alaina Murphy

Ryan Murphy

Marianne Nealey

Wayne Nelson

New England Floor Covering Inc
David and Catharine Newbury
Nancy Newbury-Andresen
Elizabeth Nickerson

Francis Nicosia

John and Ann Nordmeyer

Joan and Clayton Norton
Thomas and Lisa Nostraud
Carol and Gerald Noyes

Vickie and David Obomsawin
Sarah O’Brien

Brian Ogilby

Mary Jane and Paul Ohlson
Paul O’Kane and Bob Trunchida
Jennifer Oldham

Kathy Olwell

Ashley Orgain

Rosemary Orgren and Norm Levy
Lee Orsky and Clark Orsky
Shay and Mikaela Osler
Michael O’Sullivan

Alan and Kathy Ouellette

Susan and James Overfield
Susan Ownings

Ellen Oxfeld and Francis Nicosia
June and Sandy Packard

Joan Parker and John Parker
Joseph and Alice Patalano

Alan and Pam Patunoff

Russell Paul

Elizabeth Peabody

Matthew Peake

David Pearson

Dennis and Tracey Pearson
Mike Peasler

Dominique Pecor

Anthony and Patricia Pelton
Marianne and Andrew Perchlik
Alice Perine

Douglas and Lisa Perkins
Gordon Perkinson

Timothy Perrin

Alan Perry

Richard and Teresa Pete

Duane Peterson

Mary and Paul Peterson
Claudia and Mark Pfaff

Marlene and John Phillips

Mary Louise Pierson

Anthony Pietricola and Sue Pietricola
Jane Pincus

Ruth Pincus

Joseph Piscotty and Carol Maulhardt
Ellen Pitkin

Lausinda Poirier-Solomon and Richard
Solomon

Patricia Polk

Debbie Pond-Reis

Ann and Edwards Porter

Brian and Lindsay Post

Melissa and Irwin Post

Jo-Ann Potter

Thomas Powell and Wendy Bratt
Andrew and Amy Powers

Judy Pransky

Ellen and Bob Primeau

Marcia Provoncha and Richard Sprague
Douglas Pruitt

Ada Puches and Mark Floegel
William Purdy

Putney Road Redemption Center
Anders Pytte

Geraldine Quinlan

Valerie Racine

Bill and Alison Racolin

Peter and Valerie Radford

Gail Rafferty

Megan Randall

Dave Rapaport and Jeanne Kirby
Stacy and Jory Raphael

Scott and Frances Rathke
Hillary Read

Bradley Reed

Dorianne Reil

Greg Renallo and Kat Snead
Piper Rexford and Alan Rexford
Lynn Reynolds

Jon Rickard

Dan and Shirley Ridgeway

Jeff Riley and Betsey Huffman
Steve Risberg and Annie Fetter

Susan Ritz and Ethan Atkin

Jean Roberts

Thomas Roberts

Bradley and Linda Robinson
Charlotte and Steve Robinson
Kate and Andy Robinson

Andrew Robinson and Janet Waterman
Andrea Rogers

Mary Rogers

Nelson and Penny Rohrbach
Matthew Ronconi

Barbara Ganley and William Roper
Timothy and Ginger Roper

Peter Rose

Ralph Rosenberg

Randall Ross and Jeffery Heath
Robert and Susan Rowell

Mathew Rubin

Gilbert Ruff and Susan Bonthron
Wayne and Anne Rule

Scott and Patricia Sainsbury
Heather Salon and Adam Weinstein
Jack and Elizabeth Simmons
Kristen Sample

Michael Sateia

Sarah Saul

Joseph Scaro and Janet Shepler
Andrew Schlatter and Krista Coombs
Susanne Schmidt

Jerry Schneider and Karen Klotz
Katherine Schneider

Lorrie and Nichols Schoville

Kate and Bill Schubart

Jan Schultz

Megan Schultz

Mary and Michael Scollins

Kevin Scott

Russell and Roxanne Scully

Leigh Seddon and Ann Aspell

Bari Shamas

David Shaw and Juliet Cuming

Del Sheldon

Katharine Shepherd

Charles Sherman

Maria Short

Dane Shortsleeve and Joan Shortsleeve
John and Dianne Shullenberger
Diane and Donald Siegriest
Shannon Simard

Kathrn Simmonds

Nancy and John Skadberg

Joseph Slakas

Gretchjen Smith

Katherine Manaras and Oakley Smith
Marijke and Mark Smith

Meghan and Jacob Smith

Trudy Smith

Jennifer Songer

Nick Spadarrini

Carol Specht and Martin Sienkiewycz
Jeffrey and Kristy Spengler
Elizabeth Squier

Elizabeth Steele

Tim Steele

Thomas and Nancy Steffen
Margaret Steggerda

William and Jane Stetson

Sarah Stewart and James Cuno
lan Stokes

Kenneth Stone

Sophia Stone

Peter and Ann Straub

Ellen Strauss and James Sanford
Zachary and Lynn Suddaby

Mary Sullivan

Sarah and Philip Sutherland

Eric Svensson

Sam Swanson and Joyce Gallimore
Sonia Swierczynski

Deborah Sykes

Gaye Symington and Charles Lacy
Randy Taplin

Steven Taubman

Mark Taylor and Kristin Root
David Thomas and Cathrine Porter

Mary Thome

Josephine Thompson and Anne MacKsoud

Margaret and Ronald Thompson
Peter Thoms

Janet Thygesen

Thayer Tomlinson

Larry Abell and Karen Towle
Paula Tracy

lan Brown and Sheila Trask
Robert Tudek and Jennifer Allen
Damian Turner

Preston and Christine Turner
Gail Tuscany

Barbara Karle and Paul Vaczy
Johanna Vaczy

Amy Van Nosfraud

Barth and Betty Vander Els
Stephanie Victoria

Zancy VonHooks

John Waldo and Mary Welz

Kim Walker

Ray and Jeanne Walker
Kimberly Wallin

Kathie Voigt Walsh and David Walsh
John Walz

Sayre and Dan Wardell

Jenny Warshow

Barbara Waters

Brenda Waters and John Sollinger
Laurie Webb

Lee Webb

Denise Webster

Benjamin Wein

Edward Weissman and Steven Smith
Constance West

Jane Westervelt

Jennifer and TJ Whalen

David White

Susan White and Kenneth Brown
Tobin White

Richard Whittlesey

Michael Wickenden

William McKim and Cheryl Wilfong
Norman Williams

Sidney Williams

Stanton and Jennifer Williams
Jason and Dena Wimette
Martha and Nat Winthrop
Aaron Wisniewski

Karen Witt

Peter and Mina Wohl

Dori and Jeff Wolfe

Alexander Wolff

Jonathan and Phoebe Wolfman
Jean and Earl Wright

Anne Waulffraat

Matthew and Jennifer Wyman
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Year-round Staff

Paul Burns Liz Edsell

Executive Director

Kate Lapp
Government Reform
Associate & Project Coord.

Tom Hughes
Energy Independent
Vermont Campaign Director Engagement Director

VPIRG Board of Directors
OFFICERS

Ashley Orgain, President, Burlington
Global Director Advocacy &
Sustainability, Seventh Generation

Chris Miller, Vice President, South
Burlington Head of Global Activism
Strategy, Ben & Jerry’s

Crea Lintilhac, Secretary, Shelburne
Director, Lintilhac Foundation

Marianne Barton, Treasurer,
Moretown Co-founder, Catalyst Clean
Energy Finance LLC

VPIRG Trustees

Anna Marchessault, Burlington
Student, University of Vermont

Associate Director

Liam O’Sullivan
Climate & Energy Associate

Becca Allen

Coordinator

Maeve Power

Zach Tomanelli
Communications &

Biff Mithoefer, Dorset
Author and Yoga Teacher

Drew Hudson, Columbia, SC
Executive Director, Environmental
Action and Founding Partner at
PowerThru Consulting

Dori Wolfe, Strafford Owner and
Principal, Wolfe Energy

Duane Peterson, Essex Junction
Co-Director, SunCommon

Jen Duggan, Vice President
and Director, Conservation Law
Foundation Vermont

Jen Kimmich, Stowe
Co-Founder, Alchemist Brewery

Mark Floegel, Burlington Senior
Investigator, Greenpeace USA

Finance & Administration

Marcie Gallagher
Climate & Energy Associate

Ben Edgerly Walsh
Climate & Energy Program
Director

Meg Root
Environmental Associate

Mathew Rubin, Montpelier
President, Spruce Mt. Design

Dr. Michael Scollins, South
Burlington Retired Doctor of Internal
Medicine

Talia Crowley, Burlington
Student, University of Vermont

VPIREF Board of Trustees
OFFICERS

Kati Gallagher, President,
Waterbury, Community Planner, Mad
River Planning District

Falko Schilling, Secretary,
Montpelier Advocacy Director, ACLU
of Vermont

Emma Huvos
Communications &
Engagement Manager

Membership Coordinator

Kanika Gandhi
Environmental Advocate

Sebbi Wu
Climate Organizing Fellow

Marianne Barton, Treasurer,
Moretown Co-founder, Catalyst Clean
Energy Finance LLC

VPIREF Trustees

Bob Barton, Moretown Co-founder,
Catalyst Clean Energy Finance LLC

Jon Erickson, South Burlington
Professor, University of Vermont

Lily Seward, Burlington
Student, University of Vermont



