
S.8 - Tax Transparency and Ethics Reform
This law made Vermont the first state to require 
tax transparency from statewide candidates. The 
same legislation also created a modest state 
ethics commission, prohibited certain “pay-to-
play” activities, and put limits on the “revolving 
door” problem where state officials turn into 
lobbyists immediately after leaving office.

H.R.15 - Climate Commitment Resolution
Introduced and voted on shortly after President 
Trump announced his intention to pull the US out 
of the Paris Climate Agreement, this nonbinding 
resolution condemned that action and stated the 
legislature’s commitment to Vermont’s stronger 
climate and clean energy goals – a 50% reduction 
in carbon pollution from 1990 levels by 2028 and 
90% renewable energy (including heating and 
transportation energy) by 2050.

H. 196 - Paid Family & Medical Leave
This bill would have provided up to 12 weeks of 
leave time for employees needing to care for a 
new child, or 6 weeks to care for a seriously ill or 
injured loved one. Workers would contribute to 
the program and receive 70% of their salary (up 
to two times the livable wage) during their time 
off. H.196 passed both chambers but was vetoed 
by Gov. Phil Scott.

S.103 - Toxic Chemical Reform
This wide-ranging toxic chemical reform bill 
would, among other things, have given better 
information about children’s products that contain 
potentially harmful toxins and have made it easier 
for Vermont’s Health Commissioner to regulate 
a children’s product if it presents a toxic threat to 
kids. The bill passed both the House and Senate 
but was ultimately vetoed by Gov. Phil Scott.

S.103 - Toxics Chemical Reform – Veto 
Override
The legislature attempted to override Gov. 
Scott’s veto of S.103, needing a 2/3 majority vote 
in both chambers to do so. The veto override 
succeeded in the Senate but fell four votes short 
in the House as several legislators who voted 
for the original bill decided to flip their vote, put 
party over the public interest, and sustain the 
governor’s veto.

H.410 - Appliance Efficiency Standards
This law puts in place efficiency standards for 
appliances that aren’t currently covered by 
federal standards (e.g. computers and computer 
monitors). The 16 standards included in this 
legislation will cumulatively save Vermonters 
$210 million by 2035 and be equivalent to taking, 
and keeping, nearly 6,000 cars off the road by 
2025.

H.624 - Protecting Vermonters’ Voter 
Data
Passed in response to inquiries from President 
Trump’s so-called Commission on Election 
Integrity, this law protects Vermonters sensitive 
data by preventing the state from releasing the 
voter checklist to a federal agency or foreign 
government.

H.764 - Data Broker Regulations
This first-in-the-nation law will require data 
brokers – third party companies that buy and 
sell individuals’ personal information – to register 
with the state and report their opt-out practices. 
It also requires these companies to maintain a 
minimum data security standard and makes it 
a crime to obtain an individual’s information for 
malicious purposes. Finally, this law removes the 
fees that consumers currently have to pay to put 
a security freeze on their credit after a company 
like Equifax experiences a breach.

S.197 - Medical Monitoring for Toxic 
Victims
This bill would have provided modest relief for 
toxic chemical victims by making it possible 
for them to seek medical monitoring – paid for 
by the polluting entity – so they could identify 
and treat diseases as quickly as possible. 
S.197 passed both the House and Senate, but 
was vetoed by Gov. Phil Scott who sided with 
corporations over chemical victims.

S.260 - Clean Water Funding
This vote was in favor of Clean Water legislation. 
Specifically, it was to approve key amendments 
offered by the Ways and Means Committee – 
which included several funding mechanisms 
designed to allow the clean water protections in 
the bill to be implemented.

S.52 - Anti-Clean Energy Amendment
If passed, this amendment would have 
undermined Vermont’s energy siting and 
planning law, Act 174, and its requirement that 
towns and regions help push towards Vermont’s 
commitment to 90% renewable energy. The 
amendment would have functionally delayed 
the law’s full implementation, and made it much 
easier for towns and regions to block renewable 
energy projects.

S.135 - Retirement Security
Passed as part of a broader economic 
development bill, this legislation made Vermont 
the first state to move forward with a voluntary, 
state-run retirement program. Vermont’s 
program will be available to employers with 50 
or fewer employees. It will allow many small 
employers to provide retirement plans for the 
first time.

S.289 - Net Neutrality for State Contracts
Passed in response to the Trump 
administration’s disastrous repeal of net 
neutrality, this law ensures the state of Vermont 
only contract with net neutral internet service 
providers. This is a win for Vermont taxpayers, 
Vermont consumers and anyone who cares 
about preserving a fair and open internet.

S.120 - Banning Corporate Campaign 
Contributions
For the first time ever, we succeeded in pushing 
the full Senate to pass a ban on corporate 
campaign contributions. This bill stalled in the 
House this year, but we will redouble our efforts 
next year so Vermont can join 22 other states 
and the federal government in banning such 
contributions.

S.285 - Amendment - Keeping our 
Unclaimed Nickels
This amendment – which successfully passed the 
Senate - changed a broader universal recycling 
bill to finally end the giveaway of millions of 
dollars in unclaimed bottle deposits to the 
beverage industry, and instead put that money 
to work for Vermonters. S.285 became law and 
in 2019 Vermont’s unclaimed nickels will be put 
toward clean water funding.

VPIRG, National 
Allies Push Lowe’s 
to Drop Toxic Paint 
Strippers

Last year, 31-year-old South Carolinian Drew 
Wynne died from inhaling toxic chemicals 
in a paint stripper he bought at Lowe’s to 
refinish his floor. Sadly, this is not an isolated 
incident. 

That’s why VPIRG held a press conference 
this May outside of the Lowe’s Home 
Improvement store in South Burlington as 
part of a national “Mind the Store” campaign 
urging Lowe’s to stop selling deadly paint 
strippers containing methylene chloride and 
N-Methylpyrrolidone (NMP).

These highly toxic chemicals – commonly 
found in paint strippers – are responsible 
for at least four deaths in the past year, and 
more than 50 since 1980. Methylene chloride 
is linked to liver and lung cancer, as well as 
liver, kidney and reproductive toxicity. NMP, 
marketed as a safer alternative to methylene 
chloride, is very concerning for pregnant 
women and women of child-bearing age, as it 
has been linked to miscarriage and other fetal 
developmental effects.

The EPA estimates that nearly 60,000 
workers and over 2 million consumers are 
exposed to methylene chloride and NMP 
from paint strippers – like those VPIRG and 
our national allies encouraged Lowe’s to stop 
selling.

Our press conference was part of a 
coordinated action of similar events across 
the country aimed at delivering a clear 
message:

Consumers in Vermont and across the U.S. 
should not have to wonder if a product 
available on a store shelf is going to 
lead to cancer, nervous system damage, 
developmental disabilities, or even death –  
especially when safer alternatives are readily 
available.

Speaking at the press conference, VPIRG 
Executive Director Paul Burns highlighted 
the failure of the Trump administration to 
protect people from dangerous toxins and the 
responsibility of retailers to fill that void.

“We clearly cannot look to the federal 
government to protect U.S. consumers from 
toxins in paint strippers or any other products. 
But in the absence of federal leadership, 
retailers like Lowe’s can make a difference 
in protecting consumers just like Lowe’s did 
when it banned phthalates in vinyl flooring 
and neonicotinoids in pesticides,” Burns said.  

A victory for families, 
consumers and workers 
Amid pressure from the national “Mind the 
Store” campaign, Lowe’s announced on May 
30th that it would stop selling paint removal 
products containing methylene chloride and 
NMP by the end of 2018. Walmart and Home 
Depot soon followed suit.

This is a measure of justice and relief for 
the families who have lost loved ones and a 
major victory for the 200,000+ consumers 
across the country who signed petitions 
demanding action. It speaks to the power 
of both consumers and retailers in the fight 
towards a toxic-free future. 

VPIRG commends Lowe’s leadership on 
methylene chloride, NMP and other toxic 
chemicals such as phthalates in vinyl 
flooring and neonicotinoids in pesticides. 
But this is just one victory in a sea of toxic 
chemicals. We’ll continue to go to bat for 
Vermont’s families, consumers and workers 
by advocating for strong toxic protections in 
Montpelier and by holding our elected leaders 
accountable in standing with the public 
interest over the chemical industry’s interests.

4

Since the day of action, 
these retailers have 
all announced they’ll 
phase out the use of 
toxic chemicals in paint 
removal products by the 
end of the year:

 In May, VPIRG joined national allies from Safer Chemicals, 
Healthy Families for a national ‘Mind the Store’ Day of 
Action calling on Lowe’s to stop selling toxic paint strippers.

VPIRG’s 2017-2018 Legislative Scorecard
VPIRG produces a scorecard of key votes at the conclusion of each legislative biennium. You 
can use this year’s scorecard to find out how your representatives in the Vermont House and 
Senate voted on important public interest issues including – climate solutions, energy efficien-
cy, toxic chemical protections, data privacy, net neutrality and more. 

To find out who represents you and 
their contact information visit 
legislature.vermont.gov/people

HOW TO READ 
THIS SCORECARD

Legislators were scored based on whether 
or not their vote was in the public interest.

NOTE: “A” “Abstain” “N/A” and “P” were 
not counted toward the total score listed for 
a legislator

VPIRG’S 2017-2018 LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD - 1

= FOR the public interest position

= AGAINST the public interest

8

8

A = the legislator was ABSENT for the vote 

Abstain = the legislator abstained from 
the vote

N/A = the legislator was not in office at the time 
of the vote 

P = Legislator did not vote because he/she was 
PRESIDING over the chamber for that vote 
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HOUSE HOUSE

VPIRG’S 2017-2018 LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD - 2

ADDISON

Robin Scheu (D) ADD-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Amy Sheldon (D) ADD-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Peter Conlon (D) ADD-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Diane Lanpher (D) ADD-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Warren Van Wyck (R) ADD-3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 0%
Fred Baser (R) ADD-4 8 8 8 8 2 8 2 2 8 8 70%
David Sharpe (D) ADD-4 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Harvey Smith (R) ADD-5 8 8 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 30%

CALEDONIA- WASHINGTON

Catherine Toll (D) CAL-WAS 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 A 100%

CHITTENDEN

Marcia Gardner (D) CHI-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Ronald E. Hubert (R) CHI-10 2 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0%
Christopher Mattos (R) CHI-10 N/A N/A 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 13%
Donald Turner (R) CHI-10 2 8 2 2 2 8 A 2 A 2 25%
Terence Macaig (D) CHI-2 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
James McCullough (D) CHI-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Trevor Squirrell (D) CHI-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
George W. Till (D) CHI-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Michael Yantachka (D) CHI-4-1 8 8 8 A 8 A 8 8 8 8 100%
William J. Lippert (D) CHI-4-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Kathryn Webb (D) CHI-5-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Jessica Brumsted (D) CHI-5-2 A 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Carol Ode (D) CHI-6-1 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 100%
Kurt Wright (R) CHI-6-1 8 8 2 2 2 8 8 8 A 2 56%
Jean O’Sullivan (D) CHI-6-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A A A 100%
Jill Krowinski (D) CHI-6-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Curtis McCormack (D) CHI-6-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Brian Cina (P) CHI-6-4 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Selene Colburn (P) CHI-6-4 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 8 8 100%
Johannah Donovan (D) CHI-6-5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Mary Sullivan (D) CHI-6-5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Barbara Rachelson (D) CHI-6-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Clement Bissonnette (D) CHI-6-7 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 100%
Diana Gonzalez (P) CHI-6-7 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Martin LaLonde (D) CHI-7-1 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Ann Pugh (D) CHI-7-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Helen Head (D) CHI-7-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Maida Townsend (D) CHI-7-4 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Elizabeth Dunn (D) CHI-8-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Linda K. Myers (R) CHI-8-1 8 8 8 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 40%
Dylan Giambatista (D) CHI-8-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Lori Houghton (D) CHI-8-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 Abstain 8 8 100%
Robert Bancroft (R) CHI-8-3 8 8 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 30%
James Condon (D) CHI-9-1 8 A A A A A 2 2 A A 33%
Curt Taylor (D) CHI-9-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Patrick Brennan (R) CHI-9-2 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Maureen Dakin (D) CHI-9-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

ADDISON - RUTLAND

Terry Norris (I) ADD-RUT 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 8 2 30%

BENNINGTON

William Botzow (D) BEN-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Timothy R. Corcoran (D) BEN-2-1 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 80%
Rachael Fields (D) BEN-2-1 8 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Ruqaiyah Morris (D) BEN-2-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Mary A. Morrissey (R) BEN-2-2 8 2 2 8 8 8 A 2 8 2 56%
Alice Miller (D) BEN-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Cynthia Browning (D) BEN-4 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 A 8 2 78%
Brian Keefe (R) BEN-4 8 2 A 8 8 8 2 2 2 2 44%

CALEDONIA

Marcia Martel (R) CAL-1 2 A 2 A 2 8 2 2 2 2 13%
Joseph “Chip” Troiano (D) CAL-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Scott Beck (R) CAL-3 8 8 2 2 2 8 2 2 A 2 33%
Janssen Willhoit (R) CAL-3 8 8 8 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 50%
Martha Feltus (R) CAL-4 8 8 2 8 2 8 2 2 2 2 40%
Richard Lawrence (R) CAL-4 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%

BENNINGTON - RUTLAND

Linda Joy Sullivan (D) BEN-RUT 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 2 2 8 78%

ESSEX-CALEDONIA

Constance Quimby (R) ESX-CAL 2 2 2 2 2 A 2 2 2 2 0%

ESSEX-CALEDONIA-ORLEANS

Paul Lefebvre (R) ESX-CAL-ORL 8 8 8 A 2 8 2 2 8 8 67%
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HOUSE
ORLEANS-LAMOILLE

Mark Higley (R) ORL-LAM 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%

RUTLAND-BENNINGTON

Robin Chesnut-Tangerman (P) RUT-BEN 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

FRANKLIN

Carl Rosenquist (R) FRA-1 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Barbara Murphy (I) FRA-2 A 8 2 8 8 8 2 2 8 2 56%
Kathleen C. Keenan (D) FRA-3-1 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Corey Parent (R) FRA-3-1 8 8 A 2 2 8 8 2 Abstain 2 50%
Eileen Dickinson (R) FRA-3-2 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Marianna Gamache (R) FRA-4 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Brian K. Savage (R) FRA-4 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
Steve Beyor (R) FRA-5 2 2 2 A 2 2 2 2 2 8 11%
Albert Pearce (R) FRA-5 8 2 2 8 A 8 2 2 A A 43%
Daniel Connor (D) FRA-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Cynthia Weed (P) FRA-7 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 8 8 100%

RUTLAND

Patricia McCoy (R) RUT-1 8 8 2 2 2 8 2 2 A 2 33%
Thomas Burditt (R) RUT-2 8 A 2 2 2 8 8 8 2 2 44%
David Potter (R) RUT-2 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 90%
William Canfield (D) RUT-3 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
Robert Helm (R) RUT-3 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Thomas Terenzini (R) RUT-4 8 2 A 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 22%
Peter J. Fagan (R) RUT-5-1 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 A 2 2 22%
Lawrence Cupoli (R) RUT-5-2 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
Mary E. Howard (D) RUT-5-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Douglas Gage (R) RUT-5-4 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 Abstain 0%
Stephen Carr (D) RUT-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Charles “Butch” Shaw (R) RUT-6 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%

GRAND ISLE-CHITTENDEN

Mitzi Johnson (D) GI-CHI P P P P 8 P P P P P 100%
Ben W. Joseph (D) GI-CHI 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 100%

LAMOILLE-WASHINGTON

Gary Nolan (R) LAM-WAS 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
David Yacovone (D) LAM-WAS 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 8 100%

ORANGE-WASHINGTON-ADDISON

Jay Hooper (D)                  ORA-WAS-ADD 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Ben Jickling (I)                  ORA-WAS-ADD 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 2 8 2 70%

LAMOILLE

Heidi E. Scheuermann (R) LAM-1 8 8 2 2 2 8 8 2 2 2 40%
Matthew Hill (D) LAM-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Daniel Noyes (D) LAM-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Bernard Juskiewicz (R) LAM-3 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%

ORLEANS

Lynn Batchelor (R) ORL-1 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Brian Smith (R) ORL-1 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Michael Marcotte (R) ORL-2 2 8 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 30%
Gary Viens (R) ORL-2 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 20%

ORANGE

Robert Frenier (R) ORA-1 8 2 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 20%
Rodney Graham (R) ORA-1 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 8 2 30%
Sarah Copeland-Hanzas (D) ORA-2 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 100%

ORANGE-CALEDONIA

Charles Conquest (D) ORA-CAL 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

HOUSE

ORLEANS-CALEDONIA

Vicki Strong (R) ORL-CAL 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Samuel Young (D) ORL-CAL 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

RUTLAND-WINDSOR

Jim Harrison (R) RUT-WDR-1 8 8 2 8 2 8 2 8 2 2 50%
Dennis J. Devereux (R) RUT-WDR-2 8 A 2 8 2 8 2 2 2 2 33%

WASHINGTON

Anne B. Donahue (R) WAS-1 2 8 2 2 2 8 8 2 2 8 40%
Patti J. Lewis (R) WAS-1 A A 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 13%
Robert LaClair (R) WAS-2 8 A 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 33%
Francis McFaun (R) WAS-2 8 8 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 40%
Paul N. Poirier (I) WAS-3 8 A 8 2 2 8 8 8 8 2 67%
Tommy Walz (D) WAS-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Mary S. Hooper (D) WAS-4 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Warren F. Kitzmiller (D) WAS-4 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Kimberly Jessup (D) WAS-5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Janet Ancel (D) WAS-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Maxine Grad (D) WAS-7 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Adam Greshin (I) WAS-7 8 8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 100%
Ed Read (I) WAS-7 N/A N/A 8 2 2 8 8 8 2 A 57%

WASHINGTON-CHITTENDEN

Thomas Stevens (D) WAS-CHI 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 8 8 100%
Theresa Wood (D) WAS-CHI 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
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HOUSE
ORLEANS-LAMOILLE

Mark Higley (R) ORL-LAM 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%

RUTLAND-BENNINGTON

Robin Chesnut-Tangerman (P) RUT-BEN 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

FRANKLIN

Carl Rosenquist (R) FRA-1 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Barbara Murphy (I) FRA-2 A 8 2 8 8 8 2 2 8 2 56%
Kathleen C. Keenan (D) FRA-3-1 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Corey Parent (R) FRA-3-1 8 8 A 2 2 8 8 2 Abstain 2 50%
Eileen Dickinson (R) FRA-3-2 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Marianna Gamache (R) FRA-4 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Brian K. Savage (R) FRA-4 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
Steve Beyor (R) FRA-5 2 2 2 A 2 2 2 2 2 8 11%
Albert Pearce (R) FRA-5 8 2 2 8 A 8 2 2 A A 43%
Daniel Connor (D) FRA-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Cynthia Weed (P) FRA-7 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 8 8 100%

RUTLAND

Patricia McCoy (R) RUT-1 8 8 2 2 2 8 2 2 A 2 33%
Thomas Burditt (R) RUT-2 8 A 2 2 2 8 8 8 2 2 44%
David Potter (D) RUT-2 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 90%
William Canfield (D) RUT-3 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
Robert Helm (R) RUT-3 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Thomas Terenzini (R) RUT-4 8 2 A 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 22%
Peter J. Fagan (R) RUT-5-1 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 A 2 2 22%
Lawrence Cupoli (R) RUT-5-2 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
Mary E. Howard (D) RUT-5-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Douglas Gage (R) RUT-5-4 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 Abstain 0%
Stephen Carr (D) RUT-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Charles “Butch” Shaw (R) RUT-6 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%

GRAND ISLE-CHITTENDEN

Mitzi Johnson (D) GI-CHI P P P P 8 P P P P P 100%
Ben W. Joseph (D) GI-CHI 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 100%

LAMOILLE-WASHINGTON

Gary Nolan (R) LAM-WAS 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%
David Yacovone (D) LAM-WAS 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 8 100%

ORANGE-WASHINGTON-ADDISON

Jay Hooper (D)                  ORA-WAS-ADD 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Ben Jickling (I)                  ORA-WAS-ADD 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 2 8 2 70%

LAMOILLE

Heidi E. Scheuermann (R) LAM-1 8 8 2 2 2 8 8 2 2 2 40%
Matthew Hill (D) LAM-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Daniel Noyes (D) LAM-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Bernard Juskiewicz (R) LAM-3 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 20%

ORLEANS

Lynn Batchelor (R) ORL-1 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Brian Smith (R) ORL-1 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Michael Marcotte (R) ORL-2 2 8 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 30%
Gary Viens (R) ORL-2 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 20%

ORANGE

Robert Frenier (R) ORA-1 8 2 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 20%
Rodney Graham (R) ORA-1 8 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 8 2 30%
Sarah Copeland-Hanzas (D) ORA-2 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 100%

ORANGE-CALEDONIA

Charles Conquest (D) ORA-CAL 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

HOUSE

ORLEANS-CALEDONIA

Vicki Strong (R) ORL-CAL 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 10%
Samuel Young (D) ORL-CAL 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

RUTLAND-WINDSOR

Jim Harrison (R) RUT-WDR-1 8 8 2 8 2 8 2 8 2 2 50%
Dennis J. Devereux (R) RUT-WDR-2 8 A 2 8 2 8 2 2 2 2 33%

WASHINGTON

Anne B. Donahue (R) WAS-1 2 8 2 2 2 8 8 2 2 8 40%
Patti J. Lewis (R) WAS-1 A A 2 2 2 8 2 2 2 2 13%
Robert LaClair (R) WAS-2 8 A 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 33%
Francis McFaun (R) WAS-2 8 8 2 2 2 8 2 8 2 2 40%
Paul N. Poirier (I) WAS-3 8 A 8 2 2 8 8 8 8 2 67%
Tommy Walz (D) WAS-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Mary S. Hooper (D) WAS-4 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Warren F. Kitzmiller (D) WAS-4 8 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Kimberly Jessup (D) WAS-5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Janet Ancel (D) WAS-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Maxine Grad (D) WAS-7 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Adam Greshin (I) WAS-7 8 8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 100%
Ed Read (I) WAS-7 N/A N/A 8 2 2 8 8 8 2 A 57%

WASHINGTON-CHITTENDEN

Thomas Stevens (D) WAS-CHI 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 8 8 100%
Theresa Wood (D) WAS-CHI 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
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SENATE
ADDISON DISTRICT

Claire Ayer (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Christopher Bray (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

BENNINGTON DISTRICT

Brian Campion (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Dick Sears (D) 8 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 88%

CALEDONIA DISTRICT

Joe Benning (R) 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 13%
Jane Kitchel (D) 2 2 8 8 8 8 2 8 63%

CHITTENDEN DISTRICT

Tim Ashe (D/P) 8 8 8 8 8 P 8 8 100%
Philip Baruth (D/P) 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Debbie Ingram (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Virginia “Ginny” Lyons (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Christopher A. Pearson (P/D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Michael Sirotkin (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

ESSEX-ORLEANS DISTRICT

John Rodgers (D) 2 2 8 2 2 8 2 8 38%
Robert Starr (D) 2 A 8 2 8 8 2 8 57%
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HOUSE HOUSE
WINDHAM

Michael Hebert (R) WDH-1 2 2 2 2 2 A A A 2 A 0%
Valerie A. Stuart (D) WDH-2-1 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Mollie S. Burke (P) WDH-2-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Tristan Toleno (D) WDH-2-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Carolyn W. Partridge (D) WDH-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 100%
Matthew Trieber (D) WDH-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 100%
David L. Deen (D) WDH-4 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Michael Mrowicki (D) WDH-4 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Emily Long (D) WDH-5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
John Gannon (D) WDH-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 90%

WINDSOR

John L. Bartholomew (D) WDR-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Paul Belaski (D) WDR-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Annmarie Christensen (D) WDR-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Thomas Bock (D) WDR-3-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Alice M. Emmons (D) WDR-3-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Robert Forguites (D) WDR-3-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Susan Buckholz (D) WDR-4-1 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 100%
Kevin “Coach” Christie (D) WDR-4-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Gabrielle Lucke (D) WDR-4-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 8 8 100%
Charles Kimbell (D) WDR-5 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 8 89%

WINDHAM-BENNINGTON

Laura Sibilia (I) WDH-BEN 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 8 A 2 78%

WINDSOR-RUTLAND

Sandy Haas (P)                    WDR-RUT 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

WINDHAM-BENNINGTON-WINDSOR

Oliver Olsen (I)              WDH-BEN-WDR 8 8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 100%
Kelly Pajala (I)               WDH-BEN-WDR N/A N/A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 88%

WINDSOR-ORANGE

David Ainsworth (R)           WDR-ORA-1 2 8 2 A 2 A A A A 2 20%
Timothy Briglin (D)            WDR-ORA-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
James Masland (D)              WDR-ORA-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

HOW TO READ THIS SCORECARD

Legislators were scored based on whether 
or not their vote was in the public interest.

NOTE: “A” “Abstain” “N/A” and “P” were not counted toward 
the total score listed for a legislator

= FOR the public interest position

= AGAINST the public interest

8

8

A = the legislator was ABSENT for the vote 

Abstain = the legislator abstained from the vote

N/A = the legislator was not in office at the time of the vote 

P = Legislator did not vote because he/she was PRESIDING over the 
chamber for that vote 
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SENATE
ADDISON DISTRICT

Claire Ayer (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Christopher Bray (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

BENNINGTON DISTRICT

Brian Campion (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Dick Sears (D) 8 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 88%

CALEDONIA DISTRICT

Joe Benning (R) 2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 13%
Jane Kitchel (D) 2 2 8 8 8 8 2 8 63%

CHITTENDEN DISTRICT

Tim Ashe (D/P) 8 8 8 8 8 P 8 8 100%
Philip Baruth (D/P) 8 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Debbie Ingram (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Virginia “Ginny” Lyons (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Christopher A. Pearson (P/D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

Michael Sirotkin (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

ESSEX-ORLEANS DISTRICT

John Rodgers (D) 2 2 8 2 2 8 2 8 38%
Robert Starr (D) 2 A 8 2 8 8 2 8 57%
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HOUSE HOUSE
WINDHAM

Michael Hebert (R) WDH-1 2 2 2 2 2 A A A 2 A 0%
Valerie A. Stuart (D) WDH-2-1 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Mollie S. Burke (P) WDH-2-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Tristan Toleno (D) WDH-2-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Carolyn W. Partridge (D) WDH-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 100%
Matthew Trieber (D) WDH-3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 100%
David L. Deen (D) WDH-4 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Michael Mrowicki (D) WDH-4 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Emily Long (D) WDH-5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
John Gannon (D) WDH-6 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 90%

WINDSOR

John L. Bartholomew (D) WDR-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Paul Belaski (D) WDR-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Annmarie Christensen (D) WDR-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Thomas Bock (D) WDR-3-1 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Alice M. Emmons (D) WDR-3-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Robert Forguites (D) WDR-3-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Susan Buckholz (D) WDR-4-1 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 A 8 100%
Kevin “Coach” Christie (D) WDR-4-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Gabrielle Lucke (D) WDR-4-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 A A 8 8 100%
Charles Kimbell (D) WDR-5 8 A 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 8 89%

WINDHAM-BENNINGTON

Laura Sibilia (I) WDH-BEN 8 8 2 8 8 8 8 8 A 2 78%

WINDSOR-RUTLAND

Sandy Haas (P) WDR-RUT 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

WINDHAM-BENNINGTON-WINDSOR

Oliver Olsen (I)              WDH-BEN-WDR 8 8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 100%
Kelly Pajala (I)               WDH-BEN-WDR N/A N/A 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 88%

WINDSOR-ORANGE

David Ainsworth (R)           WDR-ORA-1 2 8 2 A 2 A A A A 2 20%
Timothy Briglin (D)            WDR-ORA-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
James Masland (D)              WDR-ORA-2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

HOW TO READ THIS SCORECARD

Legislators were scored based on whether 
or not their vote was in the public interest.

NOTE: “A” “Abstain” “N/A” and “P” were not counted toward 
the total score listed for a legislator

= FOR the public interest position

= AGAINST the public interest

8

8

A = the legislator was ABSENT for the vote 

Abstain = the legislator abstained from the vote

N/A = the legislator was not in office at the time of the vote

P = Legislator did not vote because he/she was PRESIDING over the 
chamber for that vote 



                                    Straws Upon Request Cont.

Of all the single-use plastics that we use and 
throw away, straws may be one of the easiest 
“gateway” plastics to go without. 

Businesses that take the Straws Upon Request 
Pledge can have a big impact on reducing 
single-use plastic pollution and save some 
money along the way. This modest, voluntary 
shift in business practice is a win for the 
environment and a win for business too.

This effort isn’t a novel idea. In fact, this 
campaign builds off of the work of business 
leaders like Rachel Vandenberg of Stowe 
Bowl and Sun and Ski Inn and Suites, and 
activists like Milo Cress, who got the ball 
rolling on this campaign in Vermont back in 
2011 when he was just nine years old. Both 
Rachel and Milo joined VPIRG for a press 
conference on Church Street in Burlington to 
launch this campaign, along with Samantha 
Sheehan of Vermont Businesses for 
Responsibility (VBSR). 

Meanwhile, beyond Vermont’s borders we’re 
seeing many others work to tackle this issue. 
Numerous restaurants and municipalities 
across the country have established similar 

“straws upon request” policies, and cities 
such as Seattle, Vancouver, and Malibu have 
already banned plastic straws. New York City 
could soon follow suit. The European Union 
has announced plans to phase out single-use 
plastics altogether, as has the retail giant Ikea.

Going further to tackle plastic pollution

VPIRG has been working on recycling and 
solid waste issues since our inception in 1972, 
and 6 years ago we supported one of the 
most ambitious universal recycling laws in 
the country. But recycling alone isn’t enough 
– we need to generate less waste altogether, 
especially single-use plastics.

Furthermore, this plastic breaks down into 
tiny particles, called microplastics, that 
accumulate in the environment, in drinking 
water (including bottled water) and in the 
tissues of all living creatures. Large quantities 
of microplastics have even been detected in 
Arctic sea ice. 

The launch of the Straws Upon Request 
Pledge is just one step forward in a much 
broader campaign VPIRG is waging on these 
plastics. Whether it’s dramatically curbing the 
use of plastic bags or modernizing the Bottle 
Bill to include plastic beverage containers 
— VPIRG is moving forward on a variety of 
fronts to tackle plastic pollution.

The global movement away from single-
use plastics is really taking off, and we’re 
heartened to see Vermonters join the fight. 
We’ll keep our members updated on these 
efforts and how you can continue to take part 
in putting an end to unnecessary plastic waste 
in the coming months and years.

5

In June, VPIRG joined with business leaders and 
environmental advocates to announce the kick-off of our 
‘Straws Upon Request’ Pledge Campaign to reduce the 
use of single-use plastic straws in Vermont. More than 
30 Vermont businesses have already taken the pledge 
– committing to only provide straws to customers upon 
request. Learn more at StrawPledgeVT.com
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THESE PLASTICS          
THAT WE THROW 

AWAY PERSIST FOR 
HUNDREDS OF YEARS 

— ENDANGERING 
WILDLIFE, POLLUTING 

THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND POSING A RISK TO 

HUMAN HEALTH.
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SENATE

WASHINGTON DISTRICT

Francis K. Brooks (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 2 8 88%
Ann Cummings (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Anthony Pollina (P/D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

WINDHAM DISTRICT

Becca Balint (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Jeanette K. White (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

WINDSOR DISTRICT

Alison Clarkson (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Dick McCormack (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%
Alice W. Nitka (D) 2 2 8 2 8 8 2 8 50%

FRANKLIN DISTRICT

Carolyn Whitney Branagan (R) 2 2 2 2 8 8 2 2 25%
Randy Brock (R) N/A N/A 2 2 2 2 2 2 0%

Dustin Degree (R) 2 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0%

GRAND ISLE DISTRICT

Dick Mazza (D) 8 2 8 2 8 8 2 2 50%

LAMOILLE DISTRICT

Richard Westman (R) 8 2 8 8 2 8 2 2 50%

ORANGE DISTRICT

Mark A. MacDonald (D) 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 100%

RUTLAND DISTRICT

Brian Collamore (R) 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 0%
Peg Flory (R) 2 2 A 2 2 2 2 2 0%

Kevin Mullin (R) 2 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0%

David Soucy (R) N/A N/A 2 2 2 2 2 2 0%




