VPIRG's 2015-2016 Legislative Scorecard

VPIRG produces a scorecard of key votes at the conclusion of each legislative biennium. You
can use this year’s scorecard to find out how your representatives in the Vermont House and
Senate voted on important public interest issues including — climate solutions, clean energy,
voting rights, toxic chemical disclosure, health care and others.

S.139 Health Care Reforms

Public Interest Vote: YES

One of the very last bills to be passed by the
Vermont legislature in 2015 included a number of
important VPIRG backed reforms to improve our
health care system — such as requiring insurers
to give Vermonters the information they need to
be able to shop for the best prices on health care
services.

S.73 - Rent-to-Own

Public Interest Vote: YES

This law, passed in 2015, reins in the rent-to-own
industry. It puts caps on how much rent-to-own
merchants can mark up their products and guar-
antees that customers will not have to pay full
price for used items. It also ensures consumers
don’t lose what they have invested in an item just
because they miss a payment.

H.4 — Banning Microbeads

in Vermont

Public Interest Vote: YES

One of the first bills of substance to be voted on
2015, H.4 passed the House of Representatives
140-0 as legislators gave a resounding thumbs
down to plastic microbeads in personal care
products. A flurry of state action on the issue led
the U.S. Congress to pass a bill banning microbe-
ads that was signed into law by President Obama
in December of 2015.

S.29 — Election Day Voter
Registration

Public Interest Vote: YES

This bill -- which passed the House 87-54 and the
Senate 20-7 — will allow voters to register to vote
on Election Day in Vermont, starting in 2017. In
the dozen other states that have allowed voters
to register on Election Day, voter turnout is a
whopping 10% higher on average.

‘ = FOR the public interest position

’ = AGAINST the public interest

H.40 - Renewable Energy Standard
Public Interest Vote: YES

One of the last bills to pass in the 2015 session
was this critical renewable energy bill requiring
Vermont utilities to provide their customers with
renewable electricity, and ensuring at least 400
MW of new renewables will be built in Vermont
over the next 15 years. The RES also requires
electric utilities to help Vermonters cut their fossil
fuel use for heating and transportation, which will
help a projected 85,000 Vermont families invest
in energy upgrades like weatherization, and save
Vermonters an estimated $390 million.

H.40 — Amendment Eliminating Tier

3 Efficiency

Public Interest Vote: NO

Arguably the most important provision of the Re-
newable Energy Standard bill was “Tier 3” — the
requirement that electric utilities help Vermonters
cut their fossil fuel use and bills in the heating and
transportation sectors. In a shortsighted move
which would have increased Vermonters’ energy
costs by an estimated $390 million, an attempt
was made to strip this innovative program out of
the bill.

H.40 — Amendment Local/Abutter
Clean Energy Virtual Veto

Public Interest Vote: NO

In another attempt to slow clean energy, this
provision would have given both the munici-
pality a renewable project is located in and any
“landowner whose property adjoins or is affected
by the proposed plant” broad authority to stop
renewable projects from being built.

A = the legislator was ABSENT
for the vote

N/A = the legislator was not in
office at the time of the vote

P = Legislator did not vote because
he/she was PRESIDING over the
chamber for that vote

To find out who represents you and
their contact information visit

legislature.vermont.gov/people

S.20 - Dental Therapists

Public Interest Vote: YES

This bill allows dental therapists (mid-level dental
providers that can perform more procedures
than a hygienist, but fewer procedures than a
dentist) to practice in Vermont. This will expand
Vermont's dental workforce leading to reduced
travel and wait times for Vermonters and giving
more people in underserved communities the
care they need. This bill passed the Senate in
2015 on an 18 — 8 vote, and the House in 2016
by a 109-32 margin.

H. 861 - Treated Article Pesticides
Public Interest Vote: YES

Seeds treated with neonicotinoid pesticides have
been shown to be harmful to bees and other
pollinators, but until now the state did not have
the authority to regulate them. This legislation will
give the state the ability to take necessary action
to protect pollinators and our environment from
treated article pesticides such as coated seeds.

H.620 - Access to Contraceptives
Public Interest Vote: YES

VPIRG worked closely with our partners at
Planned Parenthood to pass legislation that will
improve access to birth control for all Vermont-
ers. Because of this law, Vermonters are now
guaranteed access to contraceptives beyond
what’s covered in the Affordable Care Act,
including vasectomies. Women will now be able
to get up to a full year’s prescription for oral
contraceptives, and it will be easier to access
long acting reversible contraceptives, which have
been shown to dramatically reduce unplanned
pregnancies.

H.R. 13 — Divestment

Public Interest Vote: YES

VPIRG and our allies successfully pushed for the
House of Representatives to pass a resolution
that urged State Treasurer Beth Pearce to care-
fully consider the case for divesting Vermont's
pension funds from coal and ExxonMobil stocks.
This led the Vermont Pension Investment
Committee, which Treasurer Pearce vice-chairs,
to form a subcommittee dedicated to studying
divestment, in collaboration with divestment
advocates — providing a possible path to fossil
fuel divestment in the near future.

NOTE: “A” “N/A” and “P” were not
counted toward the total score listed for a
legislator.
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CALEDONIA

Marcia Martel (R) L4 g & > L4 L4 L 4 L4 & L4 L4 "™ L4 23%

Joseph Troiano (D) & & & & & & & & "™ ™ ™ & " 100%
Scott Beck (R) L4 L4 ™ - - L4 L4 L4 & & L4 A L4 42%

Janssen Willhoit (R) L4 L4 & L4 L4 L4 L4 L4 & L4 A ] L4 25%

Martha Feltus (R) L4 & ] & ] & ] & & & L4 & L4 77%

Richard Lawrence (R) G/ & L] L4 & L4 L4 ] '] & L4 ] L4 54%

CALEDONTIA - WASHINGTON

[

Catherine Toll (D)

H. 458 - Automatic Voter
Registration

Public Interest Vote: YES

Vermont became the 4th state in the nation to
adopt an Automatic Voter Registration law, effec-
tive in 2017. This brings voter registration into the
modern era by automatically registering Vermont
citizens as voters when they apply for or renew
their driver’s license at the Department of Motor
Vehicles. This bill had unanimous support in the
Senate and just one vote against it in the House.

L] & L] & L] 4 L] & ] & A 92%

S.260 - Rules Suspension — Defending Clean Energy
Public Interest Vote: YES

S.230 Override — Putting the Brakes on Clean Energy

Public Interest Vote: NO

In the closing days of the 2016 session, the legislature passed S.230 -- a bill designed to empower
towns and regions to take a greater role, and have a greater say, in our clean energy transition — pro-
vided they write plans that advance Vermont's renewable energy and climate goals. Further analysis of
S.230 showed that changes added at the last minute would have inadvertently put a one-year moratori-
um on wind. That led Gov. Shumlin to veto the bill and invite the legislature to send him a fixed version.
Legislators who voted to suspend rules so the fixed bill could be taken up, voted to defend Vermont's
clean energy progress. Legislators who voted to override the governor’s veto, voted to put the brakes
on renewable energy in Vermont.
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CHITTENDEN

Anne Theresa O’Brien (D)

Ronald E. Hubert (R)

Donald Turner (R)

Terence Macaig (D)

James McCullough (D)

William Frank (D)

George W. Till (D)

Michael Yantachka (D)

William Lippert (D)

Kathryn Webb (D)

Joan G. Lenes (D)

Joanna Cole (D)

Kurt Wright (R)

Jean O’Sullivan (D)

Jill Krowinski (D)

Curt McCormack (D)

Christopher Pearson (P)

Kesha K. Ram (D)

Johannah Donovan (D)

Mary Sullivan (D)

Barbara Rachelson (D)

Clement Bissonnette (D)

Diana Gonzalez (P)

Martin LaLonde (D)

Ann Pugh (D)

Helen Head (D)

Maida Townsend (D)

Debbie Evans (D)

Linda K. Myers (R)

Paul Dame (R)

Timothy Jerman (D)

Robert Bancroft (R)

James Condon (D)

Joey Purvis (R)

Patrick Brennan (R)

Maureen Dakin (D)
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ESSEX- CALEDONIA

Constance Quimby (R/D) L4 L4 L] 4 A A A A L] & L4 L] L4 44%

ESSEX- CALEDONIA -ORLEANS

Paul Lefebvre (R) L 4 & & & L4 L4 L4 & & & & & L 4 62%

FRANKLIN

Carolyn Whitney Branagan (R)

Barbara Murphy (I)

Kathleen C. Keenan (D)

Corey Parent (R)

Eileen Dickinson (R)

Marianna Gamache (R)

Brian K. Savage (R)

Steve Beyor (R)
Albert Pearce (R)

Daniel Connor (D)

Larry Fiske (R)
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GRAND ISLE - CHITTENDEN

Mitzi Johnson (D) & & & ™ "™ & & & ™ & & & & 100%
Robert Krebs (D/R) & & & & & & & & & & & & & 100%

LAMOILLE

Heidi E. Scheuermann (R) L4 & ™ L4 "™ & L & & & L4 & L4 62%
Linda J. Martin (D) "™ & A & ™ & "™ & & & & & & 100%
Mark Woodward (D) & & "™ & ™ & ™ & & & & "™ & 100%
Bernard Juskiewicz (R/D) L4 & "™ L4 & & ™ & & & L 4 A L4 67%

LAMOILLE -WASHINGTON

Avram Patt (D) ™ & ™ & ™ & & ™ & ™ & ™ & 100%
Shapleigh Smith (D) P P P P P P P P P P P P P N/A

ORANGE

Susan Davis (P/D) & A A & & & ™ & & & ™ A & 100%
Rodney Graham (R) L4 & ™ ¥ ¥ b4 ¥ & ™ L4 L4 & L4 38%
Sarah Copeland-Hanzas (D) & & & & & & & & "™ & & & "™ 100%
H.489 — Amendment — Keeping Our S.139 — Amendment — Striking Language to Strengthen the Toxic Free
Unclaimed Nickels Families Act

Public Interest Vote: YES Public Interest Vote: NO

Right now, the beverage industry keeps approximate- In 2014 we helped enact an important law (Act 188) that’s meant to protect kids from exposure to
ly $2 million a year in “unclaimed nickels"—bottle toxic chemicals hidden in children’s products. VPIRG fought for language in S.139 that would have
deposits customers pay but do not redeem through improved Act 188 by making it easier for state health officials to take action against toxic threats. This
their retailer. Seven of the ten states with Bottle Bills amendment ultimately removed that language from the final bill. The Senate vote was tied 15 to 15
use these funds to support state and local programs. when Lt. Gov. Phil Scott broke the tie by siding with the chemical industry.

This amendment — which was defeated 10 to 19 --
would have put those unclaimed nickels toward state
efforts to improve our recycling system.

VPIRG'S 2015-2016 LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD - 4
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CALEDONIA -ORLEANS
Chip Conquest (D) & & & & & A & & & & & & & 100%
ORANGE- ORLEANS-ADDISON
Patsy French (D) & & & ¥ & & & & & & & & & 92%
Marjorie Ryerson (D) & & & & & & & & & & ] A b 100%

ORLEANS

Lynn Batchelor (R/D) > & & L4 L4 & L4 g & A L 4 & L4 2%
Loren Shaw (R/D) A & & A L4 L4 L4 L4 & & A ™ L4 50%
Michael Marcotte (R/D) L4 & & L4 & L4 L4 & & & L4 & L4 54%
Gary Viens (R) L4 & "™ L4 L4 L 4 L4 & L4 & L 4 & L 4 38%
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Mark Higley (R) ¥ o38%

RUTLAND

Patricia McCoy (R) L4 A & L4 L4 L4 L4 L4 L4 & A L] 4 27%
Thomas Burditt (R) L4 A & L4 L4 4 G/ 4 G/ & G/ & G/ 25%
David Potter (D) g " & & & & L4 & " "™ A "™ & 83%
William Canfield (R) g " & b4 & L4 > L4 L4 & L4 ™ L4 38%
Robert Helm (R) L4 & ™ L4 ™ L4 g b4 L4 L4 L4 & L4 31%
Thomas Terenzini (R) L4 & & L4 L L4 L4 L4 & 4 A ] by 33%

Peter J. Fagan (R) L4 & & L4 & & L 4 & & & A ] Gy 67%
Lawrence Cupoli (R) L4 & & L4 L4 L4 L4 L4 & L4 L4 A L4 25%
Herbert Russell (D) & & & A & & & - - & A & - 100%
Douglas Gage (R) L4 & & L4 & L4 & & L4 & L4 & A 58%
Stephen Carr (D) & & & & & & ] & & & & & & 100%
Butch Shaw (R) L4 & & & & L4 L4 & > ™ > ™ > 54%
H.40 — Senate Amendment — Local S.R. 7 - Climate Change is Real 5.230 Amendment - Continuous
Virtual Wind Veto Public Interest Vote: YES Wind Monitoring

Public Interest Vote: NO In contrast with a majority of their counterparts Public Interest Vote: NO
This amendment would have given municipalities in Washington, D.C. who deny global warming, One of several attempts in the 2015-16 legisla-
substantial power to block wind projects, large and all but five Vermont state senators sided with the tive biennium to stymy wind development, this
small, without even requiring the town plans to most qualified scientific, military and economic amendment would have placed an unnecessary
be in line with the state’s long term clean energy minds alive today by approving a resolution to and costly 24/7 monitoring burden on every
goals. formally recognize the threat of global warming. wind farm in Vermont for the life of each proj-
By a 25-5 vote, the Senate approved this VPIRG- ect. The amendment failed by a vote of 18-8.

backed resolution.

VPIRG'S 2015-2016 LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD -5
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Robin Chesnut-Tangerman (P/D) - L L L L - L - L - L A L 100%
RUTLAND-WINDSOR
Job Tate (R) " ” A 4 o " ” A [ A ” [ A 2%
Dennis J. Devereux (R) A & ™ L4 & L4 g b4 '™ & L4 & L4 50%

WASHINGTON

Anne B. Donahue (R)
PattiJ. Lewis (R)
Robert LaClair (R)

Francis McFaun (R)
Paul N. Poirier (I)
Tommy Walz (D)
Mary S. Hooper (D)

Warrer F. Kitzmiller (D)
Anthony Klein (D)

Janet Ancel (D)
Maxine Grad (D)
Adam Greshin (I)
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WINDHAM

Michael Hebert (R)
Valerie A. Stuart (D)
Mollie S. Burke (P/D)

50%

100%

100%

Tristan Toleno (D) 100%

Carolyn W. Partridge (D) 100%

Matthew Trieber (D)
David L. Deen (D)

92%

100%

Michael Mrowicki (D) 100%

Emily Long (D) 100%
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Ann Manwaring (D) 100%
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Oliver Olsen (I) L4 & A 89%
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WINDSOR

John L. Bartholomew (D)

Donna Sweaney (D)
Mark Huntley (D)
Leigh Dakin (D)
Alice M. Emmons (D)

Robert Foguites (D)
Teo Zagar (D)

Kevin Christie (D)
Gabrielle Lucke (D)
Alison H. Clarkson (D)
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WINDSOR-ORANGE

Sarah E. Buxton (D) & A & ™ & A A ] & & A A & 100%
Timothy Briglin (D) & ™ & L4 & ™ & ™ ™ ™ ™ ™ ™ 92%
James Masland (D) & & A & & & & & & "™ & & & 100%
Sandy Haas (P/D) "™ & ™ & ™ & & & & & & & & 100%

A =the legislator was ABSENT
for the vote

‘ = FOR the public interest position N/A = the legislator was not in

office at the time of the vote

P = Legislator did not vote because

— AGAINST the public interest he/she was PRESIDING over the
chamber for that vote
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ADDISON District
Claire Ayer (D)

>
|
[ o
>

>

|
[ o
[
[ o
|
[ o

100%

82%

[
R
[
[
[
[
[
[

Christopher Bray (D)
BENNINGTON District

2 2
[ o [
[ o [ o
[ o

R
[
&
[
[
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82%
& 0%

Brian Campion (D)

2
R
D
[
[
[
[
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[
[

Dick Sears (D)
CALEDONIA District

[
[ o
2
S J
2
s J
2
S J
[
2
2

Joe Benning (R) 27%

Jane Kitchel (D)
CHITTENDEN District

[
S J
D J
[
[
S
[
S
[
&
D

55%

Tim Ashe (D/P) L4 L4 & & & & ™ ™ ™ ™ ™ 82%
Philip Baruth (D) " "™ & & & & & & & L4 L 4 82%
Virginia “Ginny” Lyons (D) - L4 & & & & & & & & - 91%
Michael Sirotkin (D) & L4 & & & & & & & "™ & 91%
Diane Snelling (R) L4 L4 L4 & & & & N/A | NJA N/A NA  57%
David Zuckerman (P/D/W) ™ ™ & A ™ ™ ™ & "™ & ™ 100%
Helen Riehle (R) NJA NA NA NA | NA NA NA & A & & 100%

ESSEX-ORLEANS District
4 * |8 o & 2 8 9 & o+ =

& " % 8 % & A& T %

John Rodgers (D)

Robert Starr (D)

FRANKLIN District
Dustin Degree (R) A & L4 ¥ & L4 " L4 L4 30%

Norm McAllister (R) L4 L4 L/ 4 A A b4 N/A | NJA N/A NA 0%

2
2

GRAND ISLE District
Dick Mazza (D) & L4 L 4 & & & & & & ™ & 82%
LAMOILLE District

Richard Westman (R) L4 A L4 L4 & ™

- - ] & T so%

ORANGE District

Mark A. MacDonald (D) & L4 & & & & & & & & & 91%
Brian Collamore (R) L4 L4 L4 & L4 L4 L4 L4 L] L4 L4 18%
Peg Flory (R) L L4 L L4 L4 g > > & g A 10%

Kevin Mullin (R) A L4 & ™ ™ g & > & ™ & 70%

WASHINGTON District

Ann Cummings (D) & & & & & & & & & & ™ 100%
Bill Doyle (R) A & L4 A & & ™ ™ ™ ™ & 89%
™ ™ & &  100%

Anthony Pollina (P/D/W) & & & & & & &

WINDHAM District
Becca Balint (D) & L4 & ™ & & & & & & & 91%

- & - - - '] - - - - & 100%

Jeanette K. White (D)

WINDSOR District
John F. Campbell (D) & g & & & g & g & & & 73%

Dick McCormack (D) & & & & & ™ & A & & & 100%
& L4 L4 ™ & L4 & & & & & 73%

Alice W. Nitka
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