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Letter from the Director

As you know, elected officials 
in some parts of the country are 
putting up new barriers to voting. 
I’ve been sickened to see how 
other states have closed polling 
places, disenfranchised people 
of color, forced voters to stand 
in line for hours, and enacted 
new voter identification and 
residency requirements. All this 
has been done to keep people from 
exercising their right to vote.

I’m glad to say we haven’t seen 
anything like that here in Vermont. 
Secretary of State Jim Condos is 
a voting rights champion. And 
Vermont has been a leader in 
eliminating unnecessary barriers 
to the ballot box. With VPIRG’s 
support, the state has adopted 
progressive policies like automatic 
voter registration and Election 
Day registration.

Yet, it remains a struggle to 
get voters to the polls. In 2014 

for instance, just 41 percent of 
eligible voters cast ballots, the 
lowest voter turnout in more 
than 50 years in Vermont. Since 
VPIRG has always believed that 
government works best when 
more people participate, we were 
determined to break the trend and 
improve voter participation 
in 2018.

So, as you’ll read in the pages 
ahead, we launched a brand new 
campaign in 2018 called “VPIRG 
Votes.” Through thousands of 
one-on-one conversations around 
the state, we pulled off the most 
robust voter turnout effort in our 
organization’s history.

I’m proud to say that 2018 turnout 
among VPIRG members was 
85% statewide, and above 90% 
in some legislative districts. And 
while many factors contributed to 
increased turnout across the board 
from 2014 to 2018, the increase 

in VPIRG member turnout was 
nearly twice that of the overall 
increase.

If we don’t have a healthy 
democracy where elected 
officials are responsive to their 
constituents, we can’t possibly 
win as we take on the likes 
of Exxon Mobil, Monsanto 
and Comcast. That’s why I’m 
grateful to all those who made 
our voter engagement campaign 
such a success – particularly our 
canvassers and members.   

Together, we win.

Paul

Phone 802-223-5221 

Fax 802-223-6855 

Email vpirg@vpirg.org 

Web www.vpirg.org 

Twitter @vpirg 

Facebook    facebook.com/vpirg

Contact
Vermont Public Interest  
Research Group 
141 Main Street, Suite 6 
Montpelier  VT 05602



ANNUAL REPORT 2018 3

Table of Contents

About VPIRG and VPIREF
Founded in 1972, the Vermont 
Public Interest Research Group 
(VPIRG) is the largest nonprofit 
consumer and environmental 
advocacy organization in the state. 
As a 501(c)4 nonprofit advocacy 
group, VPIRG conducts non-
partisan public interest advocacy 
in support of priority public 
interest issues and campaigns 
and seeks legislative and policy 
solutions affecting Vermonters. 
Donations to VPIRG are not 
tax deductible.

VPIRG established the Vermont 
Public Interest Research and 
Education Fund (VPIREF) in 
1975 as its 501(c)3 outreach and 
education arm in order to conduct 
independent research and public 
education on the range of issues 
on which we work. Donations to 
VPIREF are tax deductible.

For 45 years, we have brought 
the voice of Vermont citizens to 
public policy debates concerning 
the environment, health care, 
consumer protection and 

democracy. The common mission 
of VPIRG and VPIREF is to 
promote and protect the health of 
Vermont’s people, environment 
and locally based economy by 
informing and mobilizing citizens 
statewide. VPIRG advocates 
and organizers use independent 
research, policy analysis, 
public outreach and grassroots 
mobilization to design and 
implement effective strategies for 
each of our campaigns.

VPIRG Votes: 
Inside the Largest Get Out the 
Vote Effort in VPIRG History

12 Years, $500 billion, 
+16 Percent

Q&A with Zach Tomanelli 
on VPIRG’s Efforts to Protect 
Consumers From Digital Threats

2018 Accomplishments

Get it Off the Shelves: 
The Fight to Get Toxic Paint 
Strippers Off Our Shelves

We Started with Straws:
How a Simple Campaign 
Helped Spark a Movement to 
Stop Single-Use Plastics Supporters

4

8

10
14

11

12

18

GOVERNMENT REFORM

CONSUMER PROTECTION
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

CLIMATE CHANGE

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Powered by You:   
Our 2018 Finances  
by the Numbers

Strength in Numbers:   
Recognizing Our Supporters

16

MEMBERSHIP

17



              ANNUAL REPORT 20184

Strong voter turnout is a cornerstone 
of a healthy democracy, and critical 
to our success as public interest 
advocates. And thanks in part to 
VPIRG’s work over the years, 
voting in Vermont is far more 
accessible, inclusive, and convenient 
than in many other states. Even so, 
voter turnout in Vermont has been 
declining in recent years. 

In 2014 – the last non-presidential 
election year – Vermont saw the 
worst voter turnout in more than 50 
years at a mere 41%. Compared to 
the 63% voter turnout in 2016, that’s 
more than 125,000 eligible Vermont 
voters that did not cast their vote in 
the last off-year election. 

Conventional wisdom suggested 
that 2018 would be another year 

of very low voter participation in 
Vermont. After all, we didn’t have 
hot races for the US Senate or 
House, and voter turnout had been 
on a downhill trajectory. 

Here at VPIRG, we knew that 
we would not being living up to 
our mission as a public interest 
organization if we let this trend 
persist without doing everything 

in our power to help as many 
Vermonters as possible exercise 
their fundamental right to vote.

That’s why in 2018 we committed 
ourselves to reversing the trend 
of declining voter participation 
in Vermont. Our canvassers spent 
the entire summer talking to 
potential voters across the state. 
Then in September we launched 

INSIDE THE LARGEST 
GET OUT THE VOTE 
EFFORT IN VPIRG HISTORY

In 2018, the VPIRG Votes campaign:

Sent more than 100 canvassers working a combined 
3000+ days door-to-door in more than 200 towns in the state

Held over 40,000 face-to-face conversations with 
Vermonters about the importance of voting in 2018

Sent 1,400 text messages

Generated more than 20,000 voter pledges

Made nearly 1,000 phone calls

Sent 25,000 mailers

Had 32,000 of our “Get Out the Vote” emails read

Generated nearly 150,000 impressions on social media
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VPIRG Votes, the most robust voter 
turnout effort in our organization’s 
history. Canvassers fanned out 
around the state again to talk with 
Vermonters on their doorsteps 
about the importance of voting and 
encouraging them to take a pledge 
to get out to the polls on Election 
Day or vote through any of the 
quick and easy early-voting systems 
Vermont has in place.

VPIRG was one of the only 
organizations in the state focusing 
on primary election turnout, and 
our efforts – including generating 
more than 20,000 vote pledges -- 
paid off. 

In early and absentee voting, more 
than 23% of VPIRG voters cast 
their ballot, compared to 13% of 
registered voters statewide. All 
told, VPIRG members outpaced 
registered voters in early voting in 
103 of 104 districts. 

And the good news kept coming 
on Election Day. 

Turnout among VPIRG members 
was 85% statewide, and in 16 
legislative districts VPIRG 
members turned out to vote at or 

above 90%. And while turnout 
increased across the board from 
2014 to 2018, the increase in 
VPIRG member turnout was 
nearly twice as much as the 
overall turnout increase.

Now we won’t pretend to take 
all the credit for high voter 
energy in Vermont and across the 
country, but we know that our 
door-knocking, phone calls, texts, 
emails and personalized mailings 
certainly contributed significantly 
to the surge of Vermonters voting 
in 2018.

Since Donald Trump took office in 
2016, we vowed that we would do 

all we can do help Vermont fight 
back against the outrageous attacks 
on our people and planet coming 
from the Trump Administration 
and corporate lobbyists in D.C. 
— but we’ve also been equally 
committed to moving Vermont 
forward in these challenging 
times. The success of the VPIRG 
Votes campaign and Vermont’s 
voter turnout is a clear signal that 
Vermonters are energized and ready 
for bold legislative leadership that 
will chart a positive path forward.

 

Top 9

GET OUT THE VOTE

Sent 1,400 text messages

Generated more than 20,000 voter pledges

Made nearly 1,000 phone calls

Sent 25,000 mailers

Had 32,000 of our “Get Out the Vote” emails read

Generated nearly 150,000 impressions on social media

VPIRG MEMBERS AND 
SUPPORTERS CAME OUT 
TO VOTE IN DROVES. 

Legislative Districts with Best VPIRG Voter Turnout:

1.  WINDHAM 2-3 (BRATTLEBORO): 94.01%

2.   WINDSOR 4-1 (BARNARD, POMFRET, HARTFORD):  93.75%

3.   CHITTENDEN 6-2 (BURLINGTON): 93.15%

4.  ADDISON 1 (MIDDLEBURY): 93.01%

5.   WINDSOR-ORANGE 1 (ROYALTON, TUNBRIDGE): 91.78%

6.  RUTLAND 1 (IRA, POULTNEY): 91.67%

7.   ADDISON 3 (ADDISON, FERRISBURGH, PANTON, 
VERGENNES, WALTHAM): 91.01%

8.   CHITTENDEN 5-1 (SHELBURNE): 90.78%

9.  WINDHAM 2-1 (BRATTLEBORO): 90.72%

IN 2018, VPIRG KNOCKED 
ON DOORS ALL ACROSS 
THE STATE ASKING VOTERS 
TO TAKE THE VPIRG VOTER 
PLEDGE. MORE THAN 
20,000 VERMONTERS 
STEPPED UP AND 
COMMITTED TO VOTE IN 
THE 2018 ELECTION.
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GET OUT THE VOTE

VOTER PLEDGE
To Candidates for Vermont Office: The time to wait and see is over. We need leaders committed to 
protecting Vermonters from the outrageous attacks on our people and environment coming from 
Washington, D.C., and advocating for strong policies that actually move Vermont forward. 

I am a Fight Back and Move Forward VOTER. And I support:

  
  BOLD CLIMATE ACTION & 
  CLEAN ENERGY

  
  SAFE DRINKING WATER & 
  A TOXIC-FREE VERMONT

  
  AFFORDABLE, HIGH-SPEED, 
  NET NEUTRAL INTERNET FOR ALL

  
  A GOVERNMENT THAT FAVORS     
  PEOPLE OVER CORPORATIONS
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Staggering numbers made 2018 
an eye-opening year for the 
climate crisis. What do they mean 
and what are we doing about it?

For the third straight year, hundreds of Vermont students 
rallied on the State House lawn to demand legislators 

take bold climate action to address the climate. VPIRG has 
continued to work with these student leaders to amplify 

their voices inside and outside the State House.
              ANNUAL REPORT 20188
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 CLIMATE CHANGE

WE ARE IN 
A CLIMATE 
CRISIS.

For those of us who follow the 
science of this issue, so much 
has been abundantly clear for 
some time. 

However, 2018 provided a 
fresh trove of evidence at the 
international, national and state 
levels to demonstrate the necessity 
of bold, immediate climate action.

12 YEARS: That’s how long 
we have left to radically transform 
our energy system away from 
fossil fuels to energy efficiency 
and clean energy in order to 
prevent the worst of the climate 
crisis. This is according to the 
United Nations’ Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

$500 BILLION: That’s how 
much the climate crisis will cost 
the U.S. economy *per year* if 
dramatic action is not taken to 
cut pollution. This is according 
to the U.S. National Climate 
Assessment.

+16 PERCENT: That’s the 
amount Vermont’s own climate 
pollution has risen over 1990 
levels. This is according to the 
latest Vermont Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Inventory. This number 
would be bad enough on its own, 
but it’s made worse when one 
considers that all of Vermont’s 
neighboring states and provinces 
have reduced their pollution in the 
same time frame.

At VPIRG – we see these numbers 
as sobering to be sure, but we also 
see them as a call to action. Since 
2018, VPIRG and our members 
have made the very public case 

to our elected officials that we 
can no longer nibble around the 
edges of this issue and rest on past 
accomplishments. Such efforts 
did lead to important victories last 
year – including:

Helping to enact stronger 
appliance efficiency 
standards:
VPIRG successfully moved 
legislation (Act 139) that will 
require a number of household 
appliances sold in Vermont to 
meet modern efficiency standards. 
This policy is one of the best 
in the country. It builds upon 
our success in the 2017 session 
in passing Act 42, which put 
into state law current federal 
efficiency standards in case of a 
rollback from Washington. The 
new law expands these efficiency 
requirements to a wider range 
of appliances. 

Electrifying our 
transportation sector 
with Volkswagen 
settlement funds:
VPIRG continues to be a leading 
voice advocating for effective use 
of the funds allocated to Vermont 
because of the Volkswagen 
emissions scandal settlement.

After the Scott Administration, 
and Gov. Scott himself, made 
clear that they intended to spend 
a significant portion of the 
settlement money on fossil fuel 
vehicles, VPIRG and our members 
urged the legislature to require it 
be spent on electric transportation 
instead – in particular electric 
school buses.

In 2018, the legislature included 
language in the budget that did 
just that for the portion of the 
money to be spent over the next 

year. And VPIRG continues to 
fight to prevent the settlement 
money from subsidizing fossil 
fuels going forward.

Getting 110+ candidates 
for Vermont office to reject 
contributions from the fossil 
fuel industry:
VPIRG joined national partners 
encouraging candidates across the 
country to take a No Fossil Fuel 
Money Pledge – a rejection of the 
influence of dirty fossil fuel money 
in our democracy by pledging not 
to accept campaign contributions 
from the fossil fuel industry.

Leading the charge here in 
Vermont, VPIRG was proud to 
have recruited more than 110 
candidates for Vermont office to 
sign the pledge.

We’re thrilled to report that of 
the 150 candidates elected to the 
Vermont House of Representatives, 
60 took the No Fossil Fuel 
Money Pledge — or 40% of the 
overall members of the House of 
Representatives.

In the Senate, 17 victors took the 
pledge, which is greater than 55% 
of the 30-member Senate body.

Much More to Be Done
These victories, while important, 
are modest when compared to 
the transformational action this 
crisis requires. By the time VPIRG 
members read this, many of those 
numbers from those reports will 
either remain unchanged, or 
perhaps, have gotten worse.

The clock is ticking. For VPIRG, 
our members and our allies across 
the state – making sure our elected 
officials understand that inaction 
on climate is unacceptable is a 
top priority.



with Zach Tomanelli on VPIRG’s 
efforts to protect Vermont 
consumers on the internet

Q: SO WHAT ARE “DIGITAL” CONSUMER PROTECTION ISSUES?

A: Well when we talk about “digital” consumer protection issues – we’re really just talking about 
a subset of consumer protection issues. Protecting Vermonters from scams, threats and the worst 
abuses of industry has long been a part of VPIRG’s history. From protecting people from the 
high-pressure tactics of the hearing aid industry to stopping the abusive practices of rent-to-own 
businesses – VPIRG has always fought to ensure Vermont consumers get a fair shake. But as more 
of our activities and commercial interactions have moved online, VPIRG has decided to place an 
emphasis on making sure that Vermonters are protected in the digital space.

Q: SO WHAT DOES THAT WORK LOOK LIKE?

A: We sum it up by saying that the internet should be secure, fair and accessible. And what 
that means is Vermonters should 1.) have a reasonable expectation of privacy and security in 
their internet activities and not see their information used for nefarious purposes or without their 
consent, 2.) have the ability to use the internet openly and fairly – a principle otherwise known as 
net neutrality and 3.) have access to affordable high-speed internet.

Q: WHAT WERE SOME OF THE VICTORIES VPIRG HAD ON THIS 
FRONT IN 2018?

A: Vermont consumers scored major victories last year when two VPIRG-supported digital 
consumer protection bills were enacted into law. One dealt with net neutrality (S.289) and, the 
other, involved landmark action to rein-in the data broker industry (H.764).

Q: WHAT DID THE NET NEUTRALITY LAW DO?

A: Vermont took a critical step toward countering the Trump administration’s disastrous repeal of net neutrality by enacting a law that will ensure the 
state only contract with net neutral internet service providers.

The enactment of that law resulted in an almost immediate lawsuit from the telecom industry – i.e. Comcast. That resulted in Vermont pausing its 
enforcement of the law. But a recent federal court ruling on a separate net neutrality case gave states the authority to enact their own net neutrality 
protections, which may allow Vermont’s law to move forward and give us the opportunity to press for even more robust protections going forward.

Q: AND WHAT ABOUT THE DATA BROKER LAW?

A: This law is the first of its kind (which has since been copied by California). It requires data brokers – third party companies that buy and sell 
individuals’ personal information – to register with the state and report their opt-out practices. It also requires these companies to maintain a minimum 
data security standard and makes it a crime to obtain an individual’s information for malicious purposes.

Finally, this law removes the fees that consumers have to pay to put a security freeze on their credit after a company like Equifax experiences a breach.

It’s worth noting that Gov. Phil Scott had previously indicated he opposed this bill because of a $100 registration fee that data brokers like Equifax 
would need to pay to support the registry. He eventually allowed the bill to become law without his signature, tacitly indicating his understanding that 
Vermonters want these protections. 

His change of heart can only mean that the calls and messages of countless VPIRG members and supporters made a huge difference.

In 2018, VPIRG helped pass a number of laws to better protect Vermont consumers online. 
These victories came as part of a renewed focus by VPIRG and our advocates in the State 
House on digital consumer protection issues. We sat down with Zach Tomanelli, VPIRG’s 
consumer protection advocate, to discuss the threats facing Vermonters, why VPIRG has 
chosen to focus on them and what these victories mean for consumers.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Get It Off the Shelves: 
Taking on Toxic Paint Strippers

In late May 2018, a group 
of VPIRG canvassers joined 
executive director Paul 
Burns outside the Lowe’s 
home improvement store in 
South Burlington to hold a 
press conference urging store 
management to stop selling deadly 
paint strippers. We presented a 
petition calling for this action 
in a cordial meeting with 
store representatives. 

This event was organized as part 
of a national ‘Mind the Store’ Day 
of Action. Similar events across 
the country got the attention of 
Lowe’s management, and the 
company soon became the first 
major U.S. retailer to commit to 
ending sales of paint strippers 
containing methylene chloride and 
N-Methylpyrrolidone (NMP) by 
the end of 2018. 

This was a victory for Vermonters 
and the 200,000+ consumers 
across the country who signed 
petitions demanding action. It 
also marked another achievement 
for VPIRG’s campaign to protect 
consumers from exposure to 
dangerous toxic chemicals.  

Acute exposure to methylene 
chloride is known to cause 
asphyxiation, heart failure, and 
sudden death, while long-term 
exposure presents an increased 

risk of cancer, liver disease, and 
other serious health effects. NMP, 
marketed as a safer alternative 
to methylene chloride, has been 
linked to miscarriage and other 
fetal developmental effects.

According to the EPA, over 60,000 
workers and 2 million consumers 
are exposed to methylene chloride 
and NMP from paint strippers 
every year, and 

THESE HIGHLY TOXIC 
CHEMICALS HAVE 
BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MORE THAN 
60 DEATHS 
SINCE 1980.  

In the European Union, methylene 
chloride has been banned from 
paint strippers since 2012, and 
NMP is currently under close 
consideration for a ban there 
as well. 

Similar consumer protections 
have floundered in the United 
States, however, as the Trump 
administration’s EPA backed 
off on plans to ban the use of 
these toxins in paint strippers 
under pressure from the 
chemical industry.  

In the absence of strong federal 
protections under the Trump 
administration, VPIRG’s work to 
protect Vermonters from harmful 

toxins has become more essential 
than ever. 

In 2018 we partnered with our 
allies at Safer Chemicals, Healthy 
Families as part of a national 
“Mind the Store” campaign 
intended to put pressure on 
retailers to take responsibility 
for protecting their customers 
by restricting the sale of these 
toxic chemicals. 

Here’s a look at the timeline of 
this successful campaign:

January 2017: The Obama 
administration determines that 
methylene chloride places 
consumers, workers, and 
bystanders at unreasonable risk of 
injury and proposes to ban its use 
in paint strippers. The EPA fails to 
act on the proposed ban. 

May 2018: VPIRG joins 
allies in calling on Lowe’s to 
stop selling toxic paint strippers. 
Lowe’s subsequently becomes the 
first major U.S. retailer to commit 
to ending sales of paint strippers 
containing methylene chloride 
and NMP. 

June 2018: Sherwin-Williams 
and The Home Depot both 
announce that they will ban the 
sale of toxic paint strippers by the 
end of 2018.

August 2018: Walmart 
announces it will ban toxic 
paint strippers in the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, Central 
America, and on walmart.com by 
February 2019.

September 2018: Canadian 
Tire commits to banning paint 
strippers containing methylene 
chloride and NMP by the end of 
2018.

October 2018: AutoZone, PPG, 
and Kelly Moore Paints commit to 
banning toxic paint strippers.

November 2018: VPIRG 
succeeds in convincing local 
retailer Biben’s Ace Hardware to 
adopt  a new policy ending the 
sale of paint strippers containing 
methylene chloride and NMP 
effective immediately, stating 
“Bibens Ace is not only committed 
to the safety of our customers and 
residents of Vermont, but also to 
reducing the usage of hazardous 
chemicals to ensure the viability 
of our environment in the future.”

Home Hardware and True Value 
also announce bans on the sale 
of toxic paint strippers, and 
Amazon.com posts a new policy 
prohibiting the sale of methylene 
chloride and NMP in all paint 
stripper products it sells, effective 
March 2019.
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We Started with Straws: 
How a Simple Campaign Helped Spark 
a Movement to Stop Single-Use Plastics
We have a plastics problem. 

Thanks to decades of unchecked 
consumption, plastic waste can 
now be found everywhere from 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean to 
within our own digestive tracts.

Single-use plastics like straws 
and plastic bags are especially 
pernicious. These “throwaway” 
products have a useful life of 
just minutes but can last in the 
environment for 500 years or 
more, harming our environment 
and threatening human health. 

That’s why in 2018 VPIRG 
gathered with business owners 
and environmentalists to officially 
announce the Straws Upon 
Request Pledge campaign – a 
statewide effort to reduce the 
number of single-use plastic 

straws used and thrown away 
in Vermont. The goal was 
straightforward: food and 
beverage establishments that took 
the pledge would make straws 
available to their customers only 
upon request. 

We elected to target straws 
because they’re one of the 
easiest “gateway” plastics to 
go without. We knew that this 
modest, voluntary shift in business 
practice would be a win for both 
businesses and the environment, 
and our strategy paid off, as 
dozens of businesses from all 
across the state signed on to the 
pledge.

At the same time, communities 
across the state began taking 
action on their own to deal with 

plastics pollution. Brattleboro 
led with a ban on plastic carryout 
bags, and in Montpelier, voters 
expressed strong support for 
more aggressive local action on 
bags, straws and more. Other 
communities began to step up as 
well, responding to a groundswell 
of public support. 

Buoyed by all of this momentum, 
we pressed forward with the 
launch of our Campaign to Stop 
Single-Use Plastics. From straws 
to bags to bottles to packaging, we 
knew that there was still lots to be 
done to curb unnecessary plastic 
use, and we went into 2019 ready 
to bring the fight against plastic 
waste to the State House.

VPIRG members know that effort 
led Vermont to pass the toughest 

anti-plastic pollution law in 
the country in 2019 – banning 
carryout plastic bags, expanded 
polystyrene containers, plastic 
drink stirrers and enacting the 
straws-upon-request policy 
statewide.

VPIRG members also know 
that all of this is really just the 
beginning – we have a lot more 
work to do if we’re going to stop 
the environmental disaster of 
throwaway plastics.

Nevertheless – massive 
movements often begin with small 
steps – and the 2018 Straws Upon 
Request campaign was a step that 
put us on the path to say no to 
single-use plastics.
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ZERO WASTE
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Our 2018 
Accomplishments

VPIRG Pushes for Toxic Chemical Reform

For almost two years VPIRG fought to pass S.103 – a wide-ranging toxic chemical reform bill that would, among other things, have given 
parents clearer information about toxic chemicals in children’s products, and given Vermont’s Health Commissioner greater authority to regulate 
a children’s product if it presented a toxic threat to kids.

In 2018 VPIRG and our allies finally succeeded in putting the bill on Gov. Phil Scott’s desk, only to see the governor side with industry lobbyists 
over kids’ health by vetoing the legislation. A veto override vote succeeded in the Senate, but fell just 4 votes short of the two-thirds majority 
needed in the House of Representatives. We vowed to come back again in 2019. 

Vermont Puts Unclaimed Bottle Bill Deposits Toward Clean Water

After more than two decades, VPIRG’s campaign to end the giveaway of millions of dollars in unclaimed Bottle Bill deposits to the beverage 
industry was successfully concluded. State policymakers decided to put the money to work for Vermonters instead. Under Act 208, the State will 
now reclaim the deposits and use the money to help clean up Vermont’s water ways. This is a victory many years in the making – the result of 
hard work and grassroots advocacy by countless VPIRG staffers, members, supporters and allies. 

VPIRG Stands Firm on Corporate Campaign Contribution Ban

Corporate money has no place in Vermont elections. VPIRG and our members have been saying that for years, and in 2018 we got closer than 
ever to real action in Montpelier that would drastically reduce the influence of corporate money in our democracy. 

The Senate passed S.120 – a VPIRG-supported bill that would ban corporate campaign contributions in Vermont – just before the Town 
Meeting break. Ultimately the bill stalled in the House, but we remain committed to pushing for Vermont to join 22 other states and the federal 
government in banning such contributions.

Vermont Enacts Landmark Prescription Drug Affordability Law

VPIRG has long-supported efforts to make prescription medications affordable for all those who need them. In 2018, we backed Act 133, a law 
that creates a process whereby certain prescription medicines could be imported into Vermont from Canada, where they cost only a fraction of 
what they do in the US. Vermont is the first state in the nation to pass this type of law, and we will need federal approval to implement it.

VPIRG Helps Pass Net Neutrality and Data Broker Laws

Two VPIRG-supported digital consumer protection bills were enacted into law in 2018, marking major victories for Vermont consumers. The 
net neutrality law ensures the state only contract with net neutral internet service providers and lays the groundwork for even more robust 
net neutrality protections moving forward. The data broker law gives back to consumers some control over their own data and privacy by 
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Our 2018 
Accomplishments

requiring data brokers – third party companies that buy and sell individuals’ personal information – to register with the state and report their 
opt-out practices. It also requires these companies to maintain a minimum data security standard and makes it a crime to obtain an individual’s 
information for malicious purposes.

Together, these pieces of legislation represent major wins for Vermont taxpayers, consumers and anyone who cares about preserving a fair and 
open internet and maintaining their security and privacy online. 

Vermont Expands Appliance Efficiency Standards

Vermont’s new law goes beyond current federal standards by establishing efficiency standards for 16 appliance types not currently covered at the 
federal level, from air compressors and commercial dishwashers to computers and computer monitors. Taking these inefficient appliances out of 
the market will cumulatively save Vermonters $210 million by 2035  and dramatically reduce carbon pollution.

VPIRG Holds Line on Volkswagen Settlement Fund Usage

After the Scott Administration made clear its intention to spend a significant portion of the $18.7 million Volkswagen settlement on fossil fuel 
vehicles, VPIRG and our members urged the legislature to require the funds be allocated toward electric vehicles instead. Along with our allies, 
we pushed for at least $4.5 million to go toward a statewide electric vehicle incentive program. While the final allocation fell short of this goal, 
we’re proud to have played a role in ensuring that at least a portion of the funds went toward electric vehicle expansion. 

VPIRG Gets Local Retailer to Ban Toxic Paint Strippers

Protecting Vermonters from toxic chemicals has been a key priority of VPIRG for most of our organization’s history. In 2018 this work once 
again came to the forefront as we joined with local and national allies to push for stronger protections against deadly paint strippers containing 
methylene chloride and N-Methylpyrrolidone (NMP). Through VPIRG’s efforts, local retailer Bibens Ace Hardware joined Lowes and many 
other retailers in adopting a new policy ending the sale of paint strippers containing methylene chloride and NMP effective immediately.

VPIRG Runs the Most Successful “Get Out the Vote” Effort in Our History 

In response to an alarming decline in Vermont voter turnout in recent years, VPIRG launched “VPIRG Votes,” the most robust voter turnout effort 
in our organization’s history. Canvassers went door to door around the state to engage in conversations with Vermonters about the importance of 
voting, ultimately generating more than 20,000 voter pledges. The effort paid off. Turnout among VPIRG members was 85% statewide, and in 
16 legislative districts VPIRG members turned out to vote at or above 90%. And while turnout increased across the board from 2014 to 2018, the 
increase in VPIRG member turnout was nearly twice as much as the overall turnout increase.



Powered by You: Our 2018 Finances by the Numbers
In 2018, thousands of Vermonters stepped up with grassroots 
contributions to power our work. The big-money special interests don’t 
fund groups like ours, and we wouldn’t take it if they did. We’re a 
people-powered organization and we’re proud of it. We couldn’t advance 
the public interest without you – so thank you.

VPIRG and VPIREF combined income totaled $2,280,195 — of which 
more than $1.7 million came from individual member donations, 42% of 
that coming from our monthly sustaining members.  Combined expenses 
totaled $2,193,724. Program expenses and member services accounts for 
nearly three quarters of our expenses.

10% Zero Waste

EXPENSES
BY PROGRAM

13% Toxics & Enviromental Health

34% Global Warming Solutions

17% Clean Energy

EXPENSES

12% Management
17% Fundraising

71% Programs & Memberships

INCOME

21% Grants
79% Member Donations

  VPIRG  VPIREF TOTAL

Income  $1,485,862  $835,829 $2,280,195

Expenses  $1,012,035  $1,168,999 $2,193,724

1% Health Care

8% General Programs

8% Consumer Protection

12% Elections & Government Reform
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Dennis Bates & Ann Hazelrigg                                                                                 
Dennis and Ann have been dedicated VPIRG supporters for more than thirty years, ever since a summer 
canvasser biked up to their house asking for support. They were drawn to VPIRG’s commitment to progressive 
causes, and today are passionate about addressing the climate crisis and reducing plastics production 
and consumption.

Ann has been a plant pathologist with UVM Extension for 35 years and is also the director of the UVM Plant 
Diagnostic Clinic, a clinic available to all commercial growers, Master Gardeners, and the public to help with 
disease and pest diagnosis and management. All of her work involves integrated pest management, a system 
of managing pests and diseases with minimal pesticide use. She’s brought that expertise to her volunteer work 
with international organizations and the USAID Farmer to Farmer Program, helping farmers in Nepal and other 
countries with disease and pest problems in their crops.

Dennis studied solar energy engineering and at one time worked for a regional solar advocacy group based in 
Colorado. Since moving to Vermont nearly 40 years ago, he has developed a contracting business designing 
and installing energy efficient sunrooms and passive solar greenhouses. During that time, Dennis and Ann 
raised two children – one of whom spent a summer working for VPIRG! 

Our work wouldn’t be possible without committed VPIRG members like Dennis and Ann, and we’re grateful 
for their support and the inspiration they provide.

Jen Duggan                                                         

In 2018, VPIRG was lucky to have one of our dedicated environmental health allies, Jen Duggan, join 
the Board. 

As Vice President and Director of Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) Vermont, Jen has been an invaluable 
ally in our work on environmental health issues across the state, from tackling PFAS to protecting Vermonters 
from the hazards of the fracked gas industry.

Jen’s passion for protecting the environment and public health stem from her childhood experiences growing 
up near “Cancer Alley” in Louisiana. She has dedicated much of her career to fighting for clean air and water, 
including working as an attorney for the Environmental Integrity Project in Washington, D.C., and as general 
counsel for the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources before joining CLF. Jen first fell in love with Vermont 
while attending Vermont Law School, and now lives in Montpelier with her family.  

VPIRG is thankful to have her unique experience and perspective on our Board.

MEMBERSHIP

People Power: Recognizing Our Supporters
At VPIRG, our members are our strength.

Your financial support and grassroots muscle makes VPIRG effective. 

Last year alone, VPIRG supporters made more than 59,000 individual 

donations and took more than 40,000 actions (signing petitions, 

contacting lawmakers, writing letters to the editor, etc.) Together we 

were able to protect and promote the health and well-being of our 

people and environment and move Vermont forward. Thank you for 

your support.

Check out these profiles of a few of our standout members and see a 

partial list of our members on the next page.

Powered by You: Our 2018 Finances by the Numbers
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Note: While we wish we could 
thank every single member in this 
annual report it’s impossible to list 
the thousands of VPIRG supporters 
statewide. The generosity of those 
listed in this report deserves special 
recognition.

FOUNDATIONS & GRANTS
Alcyon Foundation
Applied Materials Foundation
Blittersdorf Family Foundation
Concept2 Fund
Educational Foundation of America
Holborn Foundation
John Merck Fund
Lintilhac Foundation
Merck Family Fund
Patagonia
The Prentice Foundation, Inc.
Ruth H. Brown Foundation
The Salon Family Foundation
Seventh Generation Foundation
State Alliance for Federal Reform of Chemical Policy
Sustainable Markets Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
Maryanne Abad
Stephen and Katherine Abbott
Hala Ahmad
Mary and Bruce Albert
The Alchemist Brewery
Susan Alden
Barry Aleshnick and Martina Sczesny-Aleshnick
Wesley Allen and Susan Busier
Deborah Allen
Jayne Allister
Kathy and Conrad Ambrette
Stephanie and Bruce Andrus
Elizabeth Archangeli
Noah Armstrong
Katherine Arthaud
Ken Arthur
Peter and Michele Asch
Michael Astin
Michael Atkinson
James Aurigemma and Monica Morano-Aurigemma
Michael Austin and Jessica Dion
Eric Avildsen and Faith Ingulsrud
Lynn and Jaromir Babicka
Naomi and Jonathan Badger
Faye Baker and Robert Leidy
David Baker
Susan Baldridge
Phillip Bannister and Basha Freudenberg
Liz Barker
Christine Barnes and Gordon Perkinson
Corey Barnes
Anna Barrett and James Rossiter
Clay Bartlett
Jada Barton and Milo Wilmott
Thomas Baskett and Diane Nancekivell
Melita Bass
John and Shirley Bate
Paul Bauers
Katherine and Walter Baumann
Michele Bayliss
Nina Beck
Larry and Sarah Beebe
Martin and Kathy Bell
Jesse and Angie Bell
Erin Bell
Douglas Bellas
Bettina Berg and Chris Harlow
Margaret Berlin
Robin Bertrand
Kevin Bessett
Julie and Paul Best
Michael Beyna
Faith Bieler
Heather and John Bierschenk
Desiree Biesheuvel
Diana Bingham
William Bingham
Paul Bishop
Mary Bishop
Linda and Natasha Bisson
Ellen Black
Thomas and Linda Blakely
John Blodgett
Alan Blood and Ellen Forsythe
Catherine Bock

Tom Bodett and Rita Ramirez
Luke Boggess and Lee Diamond
Celia and John Bohannon
Mickey and Henry Bonges
Terry Bonnette
John and Marilyn Bookwalter
Susanne Booth
Carl Boss and Joanne Holden
Terry Bosworth
Amelia and Stephen Bothfeld
Heidi and David Bouchard
Judith Boucher and James Hamilton
Bruce and Sandra Bove
Stephen and Alix Bower
Suzanne Boyajian and John Morrow
Catherine Boyan
Tim and Kathleen Boyd
Frances Braun
Alexander Brecher and Lindsey Bolger
Antoine Bréchu and Sophie Bréchu-West
Lucy Broadus
Trudi Brock and Paul Kristensen
Shannon Broughton-Smith and Steven Smith
Tamela and Brian Browning
Annie Brown-Voldman
Catherine Bryne and Marc Taylor
Judith and Frederick Buechner
Sara Burchard
Ann Burke and Robert Herendeen
Nancy Burke
Paul Burns and Alyssa Schuren
Eric Buttery
Richard and Gail Butz
Ames Byrd
Ashley and Laurie Cadwell
Leslie Cadwell
Deborah Cafiero
Brandi Cahill and Michael Mckinley
Paul and Margaret Calter
John Cane
Mark Capeless
Mark Carbone and Martha Erickson
Yola Carlough
Carolyn Carlson
Donna and Jake Carpenter
Barbara Carris
Michael and Dana Cassidy
Anthony and Rosa Castellano
Paul and Sandal Cate
Jean Ceglowski
Nelson Chagnon
Andrew Chalnick
Geoff and H Chamberlain
Charles Chamberlain and Alejandra Lorenzo
Rebecca Chandler
Jill Chapman
Karen and Bruce Cheever
David Chien
Jennifer Chiodo
Elizabeth Chodorkoff and Dan Chordorkoff
Susan Clark
Virginia and Ted Clarke
Lorni and Jock Cochran
Shirley and PH Coffey
Sara Coffey
Scott and Robin Coggins
Adam Cohen
Ben Cohen
Jito Coleman and Bonnie Atwater
Vanessa Compton
Jean Condon
Jane Conn
Jim and Mary Connacher
Ruth and Fred Connor
Jay Cook
Anne Cooper
Fernando and Virginia Corrada
Brian Cote and Darwick Norris
Thomas Cowels
Millard and Alexander Cox
Elizabeth Crawford
Brian Crist
Susan Cromwell
Susan Cross
Juliet Cuming and David Shaw
Karen Cvitkovich
Bryan Dague
Fred and Judi Danforth
Elizabeth Darden
Jill Davies and Nigel Hollis
John Davis and Bonnie Acker
Tad and Maura Davis
Gloria Dawson
David and Shirley Dayton
Tom Dean and Lisa Therrien
Tou and Louy deBoer Fried
William Delorenzi

Patrice and Peter DeMarco
Kathleen Dempsey and Jonathan Clough
Anthony Depaul and Kary Bennett
Mary Desautels
Karlene DeVine
Albert and Sarah Dickerson
Mary Dickerson
Jed and Martha Dickinson
Richard Dielensnyder
Louise Dietzel
Catherine Dillon
John and Melinda Donnelly
Eamonn Donovan
Greg Drogos
Linda and William Drunsic
Richard and Lynn Dube
Jamie and Michael Dubie
Nanette Dubin
Laura Duncan
Lisa and Peter Dwyer
Kim Earley
Kirsten Edey and William Craig
Liz and Mark Edsell
David Ellenbogen
John Ellis and Lucie Lafranchise
Julie and Richard Elmore
Georgia Eltabbakh
Mary English
Sandra and David Enman
Diana Erikson
Richard Evans
Margaret Everitt
John Evers
Lynne and Rand Eyberg
Matt and Lisa Fargo
Rachi and John Farrow
Katra Faust
Natalie Feilchenfeld and Ed Cibulsky
John and Katherine Feldmann
Charlotte Ferguson
Chantal Ferland
David Feurzeig and Annelies Mcvoy
Kimberly Findlay
Anne Fines
Wendy and Dan Fisher
Heidi Fishman and David Smith
Alicia Fisk
Frances Fitzgerald
Richard Fitzhenry and Erin Carroll
Karen Flanagan
Mitch and Kim Fleischer
Vicki and Manuel Fletcher
Dylan and Laura Flynn
Patricia Fontaine
Jill Fox
Margaret Fox
Terence and Janet Francis
Janet Franklin
Ben and Jennie Freeman
Anne French
Danit Fried and Roger Kessler
Roberta Friedly
Carolyn and Milton Frye
Bronwyn Fryer and Dan Jones
Devon and Courtney Fuller
Joe and Linda Gage
Samuel Gagnon
John and Tina Gallagher
Bill and Patricia Gardner
Debra Gardner-Baasch and David Baasch
Judy Geer and Richard Dreissigacker
Richard Geidel and Nancy Braus
Elizabeth and Anthony Gemignani
Elaine Geyer
Kim Geyer
Christina and Peter Gibbons
Paige Gibbs
Ciri Gillespie and Andrew Shepard
Roger and Sandra Gillim
Frederick Gimson
Dustin Glasscore
Ann Goering and Sharon Hopper
Jefferson Goethals
Ivan Goldstein
Amy Golodetz
Natalie and Wallace Good
Nat and Caren Goodhue
Giney and Greg Goodman
Michael Goodrich
Josef Gorres
William and Debra Gottesman
Kristin Gottschalk
Daniel Goven
Jon Graham and Beth Frock
Sheryl Graves
Linda Gray
Elizabeth Gray

Rosanne Greco
Jerry Greenfield and Elizabeth Skarie
Shana and Hugh Griffiths
Duane Griswold
Vern Grubinger
Patricia Guilfoyle
Doreen Guillette
Hobart Guion and Abigail Faulkner
Elizabeth Guth
Mary Hadley and Steve Orzech
Judy Hamel
Clifford Hamel
Linda and Lawrence Hamilton
Madelyn and George Hamilton
John Hancock
Jim Hand
Jacob Hansen
Judith Harlow
Nicholas and Ann Harmon
Willa Harris and David Binch
Thomas and Debra Hartswick
Lisa and Craig Harvey
Margaret and John Haskins
Taggert Haslam
Bambi Hatch
Jeffrey Hatin
Emily and Rick Hausman
Kim Hayden
Joe Hayes and Julie Jaquith
Thomas Hayes
Deborah and Byron Haynes
Gordon and Mary Hayward
Douglas and Martha Heaberlin
Chip Hedler
William Heigis and Tricia Dwyer
Steven and Katherine Heim
Peter Henry
Jeffrey and Amanda Herzberger
Barbarina and Aaron Heyerdahl
Sue and Lawrence Heyl
Jan Heyman
Terrie Higley
Denise and Brian Hill
Kory Hirak
Adrienne and Raymond Hitchcock
James Hoag and Lee English
Gwenyth and David Hobbs
Ralph Hobson
Joanne and John Holler
TJ Holloway
Steve Holman
Gail Holmes
Don and Allison Hooper
Jay Hooper
Tim Hoopes
Cynthia and Peter Hoppmann
Greg Hostetler
Anne and Ronald Houser
Kathryn and Daniel Howell
Anna Howell
Elaine Huang
Edith Hubbell
J Huber
Betsey Huffman and Jeff Riley
Gale Hurd
Stephanie Hurley and Christopher Kilian
Robert Hurley and Tara Raue
Denise Hurley
Samantha Hurt
Tom Hurt
Jeff Hutchinson
John Hynes
Phyllis and Angelo Iorlano
William and Ingrid Jackson
Lillian Jackson
Bjorn Jackson
Jeff Jaffarian
Jason and Kathleen Jamieson
Linda Janes
Louise and Seth Jensen
Kathryn Johnson
Robert Johnson
Becky Jones
David Juckett
Talena Justice
Janet Kahn and Rose Gowdey
Barbara Karle and Paul Vaczy
Christina and Duke Kasprisin
Judy Kauffeld
Sue Kavanagh
Michelle Keefler
Clarke and Cathie Keenan
John Kelly and Sara Coburn
Joanna and Robert Kelly
Robert Kelly
Melissa Kelly
Kyle Kennedy

Supporters
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John Kern and Valerie Hurley
Cheryl and David Kerr
Gurudharm and Catherine Khalsa
Beth Kiendl
Heidi Kiesler
Jeanne Kiewel and Stuart Savel
Kimberly and Bruce Kimball
Warren and Barry King
Jean Kinney
Scott Kirby
Karen Klotz and Jerry Schneider
Stephen and Linda Kornbluth
Dominic and Dorothy Koval
Phyllis Kroll
Violet Krukonis
Colette Kulig
Dorothy Kyle and Eric Brattstrom
Thomas and Elizabeth Lackey
Wally and Judith Lafferty
Siu Lam
Jo Lamore
John Lamperti
Kevin Lane and Allison Maxfield-Lane
Damon Lane
Sara Larkin
Timothy Larosa
Debra Lavalley
Anne Lawson
Joan Leary
Dwayne and Beth LeClair
Edward Leclair
Lucas Lecours
Cynthia Legg
Joan and Helmut Lenes
Ellen Lesser
Mark and Calef Letorney
Michael and Sandra Levine
Diana Levine
Patricia and David Lewis
Mark Lichtenstein and Cynthia West
Elizabeth and Moss Linder
Crea and Phil Lintilhac
William Lintilhac
David Lipkin and Josie Jordan
Benjamin and Anne Littenberg
Dawn Littlepage
Robin Lloyd
Jason Lofaro and Haley Iserman
Michelle Long
Susan Lornitzo
Stephen and Margaret Lowe
Jane and Derek Lowell
Trevor and Tara Luce
Katherine Ludwig and John Crandall
Sarah Lyda
John Lyons
Betsy Macisaac
Janet Macleod
Susan Maddern
Ron Manganiello and Ellen Bernstein
Oliver Manice
Madeline Mann
Brian and Janelle Manning
Beth Marchessault
Bill Marcinkowski and Andrea Melville
Steven and Debra Mardin
Jean Markey-Duncan and Robert Duncan
Ellen Marsden
Ian and Reed Martin
Christie Martin
Charles Martin
Hilary Maslow
Amy Mason
Kelly Massicotte and Mike Bailey
Thomas Massoth
Douglas Mastex and Susan Fiske
Michelle and Mary Mathias
Jacqueline Mauer
Cecil Maxfield and Steve Lloyd
Deborah Maynard
Philip and Stephanie McCaull
David McColgin
Justina and Andrew McConnell
Jim McCracken
Louise McDougal
Duncan and Belle McDougall
John McGill
Claudia Mckay and Beth Dingman
Robert and Barbara McKay
Charles McMakin
Christopher and Patricia McVeigh
Barbara McWherter
Bethany Menkart
Helen Merena
James Merriam and Clotilde Hryshko
Thomas Mertz
David Merves

Jens and Heike Meyer
Robert Meyer
Dorothea Michael and Jesse Barth
Patti and Patrick Miller
Maria and Matthew Miller
Heather Miller
Ronald Miller
Paul Miller
Christopher Miller
King Milne
Marjorie and David Minot
Jill and Tom Mitchell
Andrew and Lisa Mitchell
Biff Mithoefer
Kathy Montague
Jesse Moore and Elizabeth Hunt
George Moore and Margery McCrum
James and Mia Moore
Greg Morgan and Toni Germain-Morgan
Brian Morgan
Andrea Morgante
Kathryn Morse
Colleen and Richard Moulton
The Mountain Goat North, Inc.
Barbara and G. Mudge
Judith Mueller and Mark Meinzer
Alaina and John Murphy
Ryan Murphy
Mark Nash and Kathy Blume
Terry and Ann Naumann
Marianne Nealey
Emily Nelms
Wayne Nelson
Nancy Newbury-Andresen
Sara Newmark and Drew Gradinger
Elizabeth Nickerson
Francis Nicosia
John and Ann Nordmeyer
Charlotte Norris
Joan and Clayton Norton
Carol and Gerald Noyes
Vickie and David Obomsawin
Sarah O’Brien
Margaret and Seward Ogden
Brian Ogilby
Paul and Mary Jane Ohlson
Paul O’Kane
Robert Oppenheimer
Ashley Orgain
Rosemary Orgren and Norman Levy
Lee and Clark Orsky
Sarah Osgood and John Levin
Jean O’Sullivan
Alan Ouellette and Kathy Oullette
Susan Ownings
Ellen Oxfeld and Francis Nicosia
Nancy and William Parizo
Alison Parker and Robert Fuller
Joan and John Parker
Susie Parker
Joseph and Alice Patalano
Avram Patt and Amy Darley
Barbara and Robert Patterson
Alan and Pam Patunoff
Suzanne and Meghan Paugh
John and Hannah Payson
Elizabeth Peabody
Matthew Peake
David Pearson
Anthony and Patricia Pelton
Marianne and Andrew Perchlik
Sylvia Perera
Lisa and Douglas Perkins
Gordon Perkinson
Kinny Perot
Timothy Perrin
Alan Perry
Teresa and Richard Pete
Patricia Pierce
Mary Pierson
Anthony and Sue Pietricola
Jane Pincus
Ellen Pitkin
Patricia Polk
Ann and Edwards Porter
Jo-Ann Potter
Alan Powell
Andrew and Amy Powers
Judy Pransky
Bob and Ellen Primeau
Marcia Provoncha and Richard Sprague
Douglas Pruitt
Norma Pucci
William Purdy
Anders Pytte
Bill and Alison Racolin
Gail Rafferty

Sally and Tom Ragland
Megan Randall
Stacy and Jory Raphael
Diana Raphael
Scott and Frances Rathke
Hillary Read
Bradley Reed
Casey Reiboldt
Ernest Reit
Piper and Alan Rexford
Angela Riblini
Philip Rice and Beth Sawin
Shirley Ridgeway
Dan Ridgeway and Shirley Ridgeway
Susan Ritz and Ethan Atkin
Kathleen Robbins
Thomas Roberts
Geoffrey Robertson
Bradley and Linda Robinson
Charlotte and Steve Robinson
Andrew Robinson and Janet Waterman
Andrea Rogers and Avery Hall
Mary Rogers
Susan Roman
Matthew Ronconi
Timothy and Ginger Roper
Peter Rose
Stephen Rosenhek
Randall Ross and Jeffery Heath
Robert and Susan Rowell
Mathew Rubin
David Ruess
Gilbert Ruff and Susan Bonthron
Robert and Jess Russell
Lesley Rust
Jerri Ryan
Patricia and Scott Sainsbury
Heather Salon and Adam Weinstein
Jack Sammons and Elizabeth Simmons
Jane and Bernard Sanders
James Sanford and Ellen Strauss
Michael Sateia
Sarah Saul
Wendy Saville and Thomas Clavelle
Barbara Sawyer
Joseph Scaro and Janet Shepler
Andrew Schlatter and Krista Coombs
Susanne Schmidt
Carolyn Schmidt
Katherine Schneider
Katherine and William Schubart
Paul Schuhn
Jan Schultz
Megan Schultz
Michael and Mary Scollins
Kevin Scott
James and Arlene Scully
Leigh Seddon and Ann Aspell
Jacob September
Bari Shamas
Michael Shank
Sandra Shenk and Charles Boright
Charles Sherman
Maria Short
Dane and Joan Shortsleeve
Dianne and John Shullenberger
Diane and Donald Siegriest
Marc Silver
Kathryn Simonds
Joseph Slakas
Julie and Chris Smart
Oakley Smith and Katherine Manaras
Shap and Peggy Smith
Marijke and Mark Smith
Barbara and David Smith
Lorrie Smith
Victoria Smith
Trudy Smith
Richard Solomon and Lausinda Poirier-
Solomon
Mary Sondergeld
Nick Spadarrini
Douglas and Alicia Sprigg
Elizabeth Squier
Robert and Donna Stafford
Elizabeth Steele
Tim Steele
Thomas Steffen
Margaret Steggerda
William and Jane Stetson
Jonathan Stevens and Danielle Hogan
Alison Stevenson
Sarah Stewart and James Cuno
David Stewart
Allyson Stewart
Glenn and Michelle Stidsen
Ian Stokes

Timothy and Melinda Stone
Sophia Stone
Kenneth Stone
Bill Stone
Kari Storm
Lynn and Zachary Suddaby
Beth Sumner and Lawrence Kopf
Toni Sunderland
Sarah and Philip Sutherland
Sam Swanson and Joyce Gallimore
Deborah Sykes
Gaye Symington and Charles Lacy
David Synder
Michael Tanneberger
Randy Taplin
Steven Taubman
Holly Taylor and Alison Bechdel
Sheila Taylor
Nancy Thomas and Dana Lawrence
David Thomas and Cathrine Porter
Mary Thome
Margaret and Ronald Thompson
Peter Thoms
Janet Thygesen
Thayer Tomlinson
Eileen and Brian Toomey
Karen Towle and Larry Abell
Sheila Trask and Ian Brown
Robert Tudek and Jennifer Allen
Damian Turner and Lon Gilles-Turner
Gail Tuscany
Glenn Vaillancourt
Barth and Elizabeth Vander Els
Vermont Real Estate Holdings
Kem Verner
Stephanie Victoria
Ellen and Phillip Viereck
Susan Vigsnes and Brian Alpert
Anna Viselli and Peter Weller
Sandra Vishnevsky
John Waldron and Kathryn Gonzalez
Ray and Jeanne Walker
Robert Walkers
Kimberly Wallin
Janet Wallstein and Jane Dewey
James Walsh and Giavanna Munafo
David and Kathie Voigt Walsh
John Ware
Barbara Waters
Richard Watts and Allison Cleary
Barry and Elsa Waxman
Laurie Webb
Denise Webster
Benjamin Wein
Edward Weissman and Steve Smith
Andrea Wendell
Chris West
Constance West
Jane Westervelt
Margaret Wheeler
David White
Tobin White
Richard Whittlesey
Judy Wiger-Grohs
Julie Wilder
Cheryl Wilfong and William McKim
Diane and Todd Willey
Stanton and Jennifer Williams
Norman Williams
Sidney Williams
Ruth Wilmont
Eugene Wilmott and Tricia Moloney
Jason and Dena Wimette
Nat and Martha Winthrop
Karen Witt
Judith Witters
Peter and Mina Wohl
Martin Wolf
Dori and Jeff Wolfe
Alexander Wolff
Jonathan and Phoebe Wolfman
Suzy Wolski
William Wood and Clare Mundell
Laurie Wood
Jennifer and William Woods
Mollie Woods
Jean and Earl Wright
Anne Wulffraat
Matthew and Jennifer Wyman
Samantha Yelin
Donna Young
John Zimmerman
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Board of Directors
Officers

Ashley Orgain, President, Burlington
Manager of Mission Advocacy and 
Outreach, Seventh Generation

Chris Miller, Vice President, South 
Burlington
Social Mission Activism Manager, 
Ben & Jerry’s

Crea Lintilhac, Secretary, Shelburne
Director, Lintilhac Foundation

Marianne Barton Treasurer, 
Moretown
Co-founder, Catalyst Clean Energy 
Finance LLC

Trustees

Biff Mithoefer, Dorset                
Author and Yoga Teacher

Drew Hudson, Columbia, SC 
Executive Director, Environmental 
Action and Founding Partner at 
PowerThru Consulting

Dori Wolfe, Treasurer, Strafford
Owner and Principal, Wolfe Energy

Duane Peterson, Essex Junction    
Co-Director, SunCommon

Jane Stromberg, Burlington  
Student, University of Vermont

Jen Duggan, Montpelier
Vice President and 
Director, Conservation Law 
FoundationVermont

Jen Kimmich, Stowe
Co-Founder, Alchemist Brewery

Kati Gallagher, Burlington
Graduate Student, University of 
Vermont

Mark Floegel, Burlington           
Senior Investigator, Greenpeace USA

Mathew Rubin, Montpelier 
President, Spruce Mt. Design

Dr. Michael Scollins, 
South Burlington                                  
Retired Doctor of Internal Medicine

Vermont Public Interest

Research Group

141 Main Street, Suite 6

Montpelier, VT 05602

Year-round Staff

Paul Burns 
Executive Director

Liz Edsell 
Associate Director

Becca Allen 
Finance & Administration 
Coordinator

Ben Edgerly Walsh 
Climate & Energy Program 
Director

Emma Huvos  
Communications &            
Engagement Manager

Kanika Gandhi 
Environmental Advocate

Kate Lapp 
Government Reform Assoc. 
& Project Coordinator

Liam O’Sullivan 
Climate & Energy Associate

Maeve Power 
Climate & Energy Associate

Marcie Gallagher 
Environmental Associate

Meg Root 
Membership Coordinator

Sebbi Wu  
Climate Organizing Fellow

Tom Hughes 
Energy Independent         
Vermont Campaign Director

Zach Tomanelli 
Communications &               
Engagement Director


